
 

 

CATERHAM VALLEY  PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 

(INCORPORATING VALLEY AND HARESTONE WARDS) 

 
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2016 
AT THE CATERHAM BAPTIST CENTRE, BEECHWOOD ROAD, CATERHAM 

 
 Attendees: Cllr. J Gaffney – Chairman 
   Cllr. P Roberts 
   Cllr. C Callender     
   Cllr. Y Gomes      
   Cllr. A Jones     District Cllr. A Jones 
   Cllr. D Simpson-Shipway 
         Mrs M Gibbins – Clerk 

 
M I N U T E S 

  
1. Apologies for absence to be received and accepted 

District Cllr Michael Cooper 
 

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:  To receive any disclosure by members of personal 
Interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the member regards the 
interest to be under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Members are reminded of the need to repeat 
their declaration immediately prior to the commencement of the item in question.  Anyone with an 
interest must, unless an exception applies, or a dispensation has been issued, withdraw from the meeting. 
There was none 
 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 12th October 2016  
The minutes of the meeting dated 12th October 2016 were received by the Parish Councillors and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 

4. Public Participation –A representative from Asprey Homes attended the Parish Council meeting to 
clarify the position regarding the planning application TA/2016/1746.  The Parish Councillors listened to 
the comments and enquired as to why none of the dwellings will be for affordable housing and this was 
explained that the site had two planning applications which as separate applications did not qualify for 
affordable housing.  
The chairman thanked the representative for attending the meeting and confirmed the Parish Councillors 
would consider the application. 
One of the candidates standing in the forthcoming District election attended the meeting to observe 
proceedings. 
 

5. Reports Part 1 
 

 5.1 County Councillor’s Report – A report was not received from County Councillor Sally Marks 
 5.2 District Councillor’s Report – District Councillor Alun Jones reported that Councillor Jill  
  Caudle has stepped down from the District Council.  As such there will be a byelection in the  
  Valley on 24th November.   The local plan will be open for consultation soon.    The resources  
  committee reviewed the council owned sites that are to be included in the local plan  
  consultation.  This was due to a requirement of the council to consider all its owned sites but also  
  to plug the shortfall in the medium term financial plan. For Caterham this included Tillingdown  
  and Timberhill.    Tillingdown was removed from the consultation, whereas Timberhill remained  
  and any proposal will be based on recommendations from the Caterham Masterplan. The  
  concern is, as this has happened piecemeal without an assessment of why the sites should or  
  shouldn’t be included, it could cause problems for the local plan when reviewed by the inspector. 

The BID was approved at referendum which was great news. 



 

 

Street cleaning rotas have been put in place for Stafford road.  There are other areas now having 
issues, so could these be reported to the customer service team at Tandridge. 
Manor Park is having some tree work carried out by the Downlands Partnership on the request  
of the local police. 

 
  In the absence of District Councillor Michael Cooper, the Chairman reported that Councillor  
  Cooper had suggested that the Parish Council should consider applying to have Timberhill and  
  Tillingdown areas as Assets of Community Value.   
 

6. Planning  
 

 6.1 Current Planning 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 3rd October  – Friday 7th October 2016  

 TA/2016/1746  Tillingdown Farm    Case Officer: Christopher Hall 
 Demolition of 4 cottages and the erection of 3 dwellings 
 

The original planning application for the site was for 13 dwellings leaving a number of buildings 
on the site that were still occupied or to be retained. 

 
This application should be considered in line with application 2015/2057 based on the earlier 
submission indicating that the other buildings were owned by the developer, and as such 
affordable housing provision should be considered as part of the development. 

 
The total development will constitute 16 homes.  Due to the location of the development, 
provision should be made either on or off site for affordable housing as detailed in policy CSP 4. 

 
There is nothing within the plan to suggest that the two developments would be separate and 
following the presentation to the Parish Council by the developer who indicated that the site 
would be delivered as a whole, we have no reason to assume this is two developments. 

 
The plans is for the demolition of a number of traditionally built agricultural cottages in a rural 
location, and as such the proposal does not reference this location in design.  As such it 
contravenes the following Tandridge planning policies: 

 
DP7 - Built form.  The development is not in keeping with the prevailing street scene, to the point 
it completely demolishes it to allow for the construction of houses of a suburban design. 

 
DP13 - F.  Replacement buildings in the green belt.  The building mass is materially larger than the 
building that it is replacing. 

 
We refer to the Surrey Hills comments on the application. 

 
It was also described by the developer that access to Caterham from the site wouldn’t be such a 
problem.  The earlier planning application suggests egress would be via the South bound A22, 
which would mean to access Caterham residents of the site would need to complete a 3 mile trip 
down the A22, to the M25 roundabout and then back up the A22 which would be c. 3 miles rather 
than the 0.5miles as the crow flies.  The developer suggested that residents will be able to access 
Caterham more easily either via Tillingdown Hill (which is a severely congested road due to 
parking issues) or via a dangerous junction onto the northbound A22 none of which has been 
reviewed or considered by the highways authority.  As the proposal involved an increase in 
housing on the site by 23% vs the original plan, clarification on access and egress must be 
clarified. 
Surrey Highways should review the access for upgrade, maintenance and impact on road users. 

 
 TA/2016/1727  Hut, 1 Harestone Drive    Case Officer: Christopher Hall 
 Demolition of existing office buildings.  Erection of 4 detached dwellings 

Despite planning permission given in June for 24 flats, one five bed house and three terrace 
houses, Independence Homes have put in a new application for the site. The application for the 
demolition of Rose Cottage and construction of four detached houses is in addition the already 
approved application.  Caterham Valley Parish Council has always maintained that the site should 
be looked at as a whole and wonders if this is really a final application.    

 



 

 

The additional application for the proposed four detached houses is viewed as over development 
of the site.  Habitable rooms face each other and at over 320m2 each of these houses are about a 
third bigger than the houses in Harestone Drive and The Riddings.   

 
There are concerns regarding loss of privacy and we refer you to Privacy Statement DP7.7.  We 
refer you to Point 8 Environment with regard to the lack of satisfactory environment also the 
insufficient garden sizes in relation to the size of the proposed housing developments. 

 
There is no detail on how a capital contribution for affordable homes will be calculated in spite of 
the fact that with the earlier approval the site will now consist of 24 apartments, three terraced 
houses, one 5 bed house on the southern boundary and these proposed four 5 bed houses on the 
eastern section.  Based upon £400 per sq ft the sales value for the 4 houses alone is over £4.8 
million and with the earlier approval at over £8 million, this gives a sales value just under £13 
million.  So far TDC have accepted that no contribution is due from this site. 

 
A correctly assessed contribution for affordable housing must be agreed based on development 
proposed for both east and west phases and which is properly re-viewable at the completion of 
development to sales prices actually achieved. 

 
The loss of trees and the importance of tree cover have not been taken into consideration in 
regard to the character and appearance of the area and not mindful of the CS policy CSP 18 and the 
design principles in the HVDG.  The importance of the site to the character of the Harestone Valley 
area in relation to the existing tree cover and vegetation must be retained to protect the wooded 
character of Harestone Valley.   No proposals in this respect are shown within the application. 
There appears to be no landscape or tree replacement plan which is a requirement of HVDC V2 
which should be provided before validation.  Also the green setting should not be eroded and 
Design Principles GS1.2 and 3 should be adhered to.   

 
It will also benefit the area to consider additional tree planting providing future canopy and 
screening in the centre parts of the site.  There are no proposals recorded to secure replacement 
tree cover and the details and extent of landscape planting which may help to reduce surface 
water run-off.  The surrounding landscape character of Harestone Valley must not harmed but 
maintained and enhanced.  Boundaries of properties should be planted with hedges, trees and 
shrubs. 

 
There are concerns with regard to the increased cars parking spaces that will be needed in 
addition to the integral garage space allocation per dwelling in a development of this size and the 
increase and disruption to the local traffic.   

 
There has also been no mention or provision for additional infrastructure to cope with the 
proposed dwellings in the area.  

 
It is also strongly felt that this additional development does not meet the standards of the 
Harestone Design Guide.  

 
 For the above reasons Caterham Valley Parish Council requests that this application is refused. 
 
 TA/2016/1792  27 Markville Gardens    Case Officer: Adem Mehmet 
 Erection of hip to gable roof extension to south west elevation and installation of 4 windows to roof in 
  association with conversion of loft space to habitable accommodation (Certificate of Lawfulness for a  
 Proposed Use of Development). 
 The Parish Councillors leave to neighbours and TDC Officers 

 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 10th October – Friday 14th October 2016  
TA/2016/1842  158 Commonwealth Road   Case Officer: Natalie Rowland 
Erection of dormers to front and rear elevations in association with conversion of loft space to habitable 
accommodation. 
The Parish Councillors leave to neighbours and TDC Officers 
 
TA/2016/1844  46 Tupwood Lane    Case Officer: Natalie Rowland 
Installation of external plant and formation of dormer to west elevation to serve Theatre One 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 



 

 

 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 17th October  – Friday 21st October 2016  
No applications for Caterham Valley 
 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 24th  October  – Friday 28th October 2016  
TA/2016/1911  Norwood Lodge, 68 Tupwood Lane  Case Officer: Adem Mehmet 
Demolition of existing rear conservatory.  Erection of replacement rear conservatory.  (Certificate of  
Lawfulness for a Proposed Use or Development) 
The Parish Councillors leave to neighbours and TDC Officers 
 
TA/2016/1905  Caterham School    Case Officer: Robin Evans 
Variation of conditions 2 and 3 of planning application TA/91/320/D/A and condition 3 of planning  
application TA/2012/701 to allow for floodlighting to be used on weekday evenings to  9pm and at 
weekends to 7pm by the school and external clubs and organisations. 
The Parish Councillors leave to neighbours and TDC Officers  
 
All planning applications including supporting documents and plans can be viewed at the  
Caterham Valley Library and on the Tandridge Planning website on:  
http://e-access.tandridge.gov.uk/planning/aup.asp   Just log on and follow the instructions 

 
 6.2 Planning Appeals 

 TA/2015/2117 72 and 74 Harestone Hill.  It was reported at the meeting that neighbours have 
been advised that the application had been turned down at appeal.  The Parish has not  been 
notified directly. 

 
 7. Reports part 2 
 7.1 Clerk’s Report – Part 1 for action  

i) Christmas lights switch on –  It was reported that the posters, flyers and banners are all 
ready for distribution and display.  Road closure signs have been ordered and will be 
collected on 25th November.  A rota of volunteers will be compiled and circulated.  Cllr 
Roberts will draft the notices for the bus stops and these will be laminated and attached 
to bus stops in the week leading up to the event.   The Clerk will circulate rotas and 
additional information. 

 Action: Clerk/PR/ALL 
ii) Heritage lottery fund -  The Clerk is still awaiting a response. 
iii) Remembrance Sunday – 13th November.  Cllr Simpson-Shipway confirmed she would lay 

the wreath at St Marys and Cllr Callender confirmed she will lay the wreath at St Johns.  
The Clerk will contact past councillors to ascertain the format on the day. 

 Action: Clerk 
iv) Tree Warden – The Clerk is awaiting a response 
v) Consultation on train timetable – The Parish Councillors commented on the response 

drafted by Cllr Roberts.  The Clerk will submit the Parish Council’s response to the 
consultation. 

 Action: Clerk 
vi) Local Plan - out on 4th of November.   Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk 

will request a meeting with the Chief Executive of TDC with Cllrs Gaffney and Jones. Due 
to the concern regarding Tillingdown and Timberhill, the Clerk will circulate Assets of 
Community Value forms to the Councillors for review. 

 Action: Clerk 
 The Chairman reported that Caterham Valley Parish Council will be joining the public 
meeting with Caterham Hill Parish Council regarding the Local Plan; the meeting is being 
held at Hillcroft School on 6th December commencing at 7:30pm until 10pm.   All 
Councillors to make the effort to attend. 
Two meetings were scheduled for the Parish Councillors to consider the Local Plan viz 
28th November commencing at 7pm and 12th November commencing at 7:30a.m.  The 
Chairman will circulate the previous responses to the Local Plan and Neighbourhood 
Plan to the councillors.   

vii) Facebook – It was resolved a Caterham Valley Parish Council Facebook page will be set 
up and maintained by the Clerk and Cllr Callender.    Action: Clerk/CC 

vii) Parking Review – There followed discussion pertaining to the parking review 
consultation.  It was resolved all comments will be submitted to the Clerk for 
submission. 

http://e-access.tandridge.gov.uk/planning/aup/asp


 

 

 Action: ALL/Clerk 
viii) Paperless plans – Following discussion it was resolved that the Parish Councillors will 

continue with their planning consultations on line and will not, in general, require paper 
plans going forwards. 

ix) Valley roundabout – The Clerk confirmed that following the provision of funding by 
County Councillor Sally Marks that a repair of the Valley roundabout will be undertaken 
by 24th November. 

x) Soper Hall Defibrillator – The Clerk reported that the defibrillator has been delivered  
 and the siting is being organised. 
 Action: Clerk 
xi) Planning update – It was confirmed that the planning update is scheduled for 9th 

November at Dorking Halls.  Three Councillors and the Clerk are attending. 
xxi) CCTV – It was resolved that the Parish Council will fund the installation of the CCTV at 

Stafford Road recreation area and will received £5k from TDC in April 2017. 
 Action: Clerk  
 

Part 2 for information 
 

 9 November  SSALC Planning Update – Dorking 
 26 November  Christmas market and lights switch on    ALL 
 14 December  Parish Council Meeting – Soper Hall    ALL 
 
 7.2 Chairman’s Report – The Chairman attended a Steering Group meeting, the Caterham 

Conversation which was a meeting of a number of the working groups in Caterham and attended 
the Rotary coffee morning. 

  
 7.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Parish Councillor Gomes  attended the lantern workshop; undertook sites visits at the former 
Marie Curie site and Tillingdown Farm.  Cllr Gomes also attended a tour of the new Gatwick 
airport South terminal. 
 
Parish Councillor Simpson-Shipway undertook site visits to the former Marie Curie site and 
Tillingdown Farm. 
 
Parish Councillor Alun Jones attended the Caterham Conversation.  Cllr Jones mentioned that 
Caterham on the Hill, Chaldon and Whyteleafe worked together regarding snow clearance.  The 
Chairman suggested that Caterham Valley should contact the Parish Councils mentioned with a 
view to working with them for the Valley roads not cleared by TDC or SCC.  Cllr Jones reported 
issues that a retailer is encountering with flooding.  It was agreed the Clerk will send a letter to 
SCC from the Parish Council 
Action: Clerk 

  
Parish Councillor Cherie Callender  attended the HR training day, a tour of Gatwick airport  
south terminal, Marden Lodge School, Steering Group meeting.  Cllr Callender is on the Festival  
committee.  Cllr Callender ran a pink awareness day for cancer awareness. 

 
Parish Councillor Peter Roberts drafted the response to the southern rail consultation.  Cllr 
Roberts has reported street lighting issues.  Cllr Roberts has reported the broken double yellow 
lines in Croydon Road which has been escalated by County Councillor Sally Marks.   Cllr Roberts 
reported that, finally, barriers have been installed at Caterham Station. 
 

8. Finance 
 8.1 Payment of Accounts 

8.2 Request for funding from East Surrey Museum – It was resolved to support East Surrey Museum 
in the sum of £100 per annum.   

 Action: Clerk to advise  
 
 
 

The following cheques were signed at the meeting 
  
 Soper Hall Community Centre Hall hire     £     20.00 



 

 

 M Gibbins   Net Salary, Office Allowance & expenses  £   800.83 
 NewInk    Printing of newsletter    £   659.00 
 Caterham Publishing Ltd  Circulation of newsletter & Christmas flyer £   222.00 
 SSALC Ltd   Chairman training & HR Training    £   132.00 
 Computer Solutions  Ink cartridges     £     78.50 
  
 8.3 Review of Expenditure (October 2016 to be circulated when available) 
  
9.  Correspondence – circulated to all on receipt 
 
The meeting concluded at 2150 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS CAN BE VIEWED ON THE 
CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE.  

WWW.CATERHAMVALLEYPC.ORG.UK 

http://www.caterhamvalleypc.org.uk/

