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CATERHAM GREEN BELT AREAS FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION 

The Green Belt serves five purposes:  

 To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas;  

 To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another;  

 To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment;  

 To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns;  

 To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 
 

The TDC Green Belt Assessment (Part 2) Report has identified three areas of Green Belt within 

Caterham to be taken forward for further assessment.  These are: 

Ref No Area / 
Location 

Summary of Reasons 

AFI 
008 

Strip of Green 
Belt that 
separates 
Caterham  
on the Hill, 
Caterham 
Valley and 
Whyteleafe 

This Area for Further Investigation is identified in the parcel assessment of GBA 004 set out 
in the Green Belt Assessment (Part 1) (December 2015) as a buffer between Caterham 
Valley, Caterham on the Hill and Whyteleafe, which in part serves to prevent sprawl from the 
London Boroughs. Except land accommodating Queens Park, which forms part of analysis 
area 5, the remainder of this Area for Further Investigation serves the Green Belt purposes 
well and should be ruled out from further consideration as part of the Green Belt 
Assessment. The Queens Park area however is not considered to serve the purposes of 
including land within the Green Belt. It is sited between built form that is located in 
Caterham on the Hill and therefore does not serve to prevent settlements from merging. 
Being bounded by built-up areas to the north, south and west, it also does not prevent 
sprawl. Whilst countryside by definition, it has the character and appearance of an urban 
park, which together with its siting bounded by urban development results in sense of 
enclosure and containment. It is therefore not considered to serve the purpose of 
safeguarding from encroachment. As such, the land accommodating Queens Park is 
recommended to be considered further as part of the Green Belt Assessment, whilst the 
remainder of the Area for Further Investigation is ruled out from further consideration as 
part of the Green Belt Assessment. 

AFI 
009 

West of A22, 
East of 
Longsdon 
Way, 
Caterham 
Valley 

This Area for Further Investigation coincides with parcel GBA 005 considered in the Green 
Belt Assessment (Part 1) (December 2015). The high-level assessment acknowledges that the 
Green Belt in this location plays a role in preventing sprawl from Caterham and Warlingham, 
but considers this part of the parcel as an anomaly requiring further consideration to identify 
why it has prevented sprawl when a more definitive boundary is available. Analysis area 1 
comprises the southernmost section of this Area for Further Investigation sited to the west 
of the A22 and is shown on the map attached to the pro forma. This analysis area is isolated 
from the wider Green Belt, small in scale and remains undeveloped. Whilst it has served to 
contain development, due to its siting, scale and relationship with the urban area as well as 
the siting of the A22 along its eastern edge, this section of the Area is not considered to 
serve the purposes of preventing sprawl and safeguarding from encroachment. Given the 
substantial separation from other settlements and distance from Conservation Areas, it does 
not serve purposes 2 and 4 of including land within the Green Belt either. Being bounded by 
built form, including the A22, there is a sense of enclosure and containment that undermines 
the open character of the southernmost section of this Area for Further Investigation. As 
such, it is recommended that this section be considered further as part of the Green Belt 
Assessment in terms of whether or not exceptional circumstances exist. The remainder of 
the Area for Further Investigation is to be excluded from further consideration as part of the 
Green Belt Assessment. 

continued overleaf 



Ref No Area / 
Location 

Summary of Reasons 

AFI 
049 

North of 
Ninehams 
Road, 
Caterham  
on the Hill 

This Area for Further Investigation coincides with parcel GBA 047 as identified in the Green 
Belt Assessment (Part 1) (December 2015), which concludes that the parcel does not serve 
any of the purposes of the Green Belt. Furthermore, it is identified as being of different 
character from adjoining land, with a visual and physical separation. The detailed analysis of 
this Area for Further Investigation concurs with the conclusion reached through the high 
level analysis. Area 049 is enclosed by development within the District, resulting in a sense of 
containment and it appears visually distinct and as such does not benefit from the openness 
of the adjoining Common in Croydon; as a consequence it is not considered to contribute 
towards openness. Based on the conclusions regarding the Green Belt purposes it is 
recommended that it be considered further as part of the Green Belt Assessment in terms of 
whether or not exceptional circumstances exist. 

  

Note: Further details on these areas, and on those excluded from further consideration, are given in the TDC 

Report Green Belt Assessment Part 2, Appendix 2: Individual Area Assessments. 
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