
CATERHAM VALLEY  PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 

(INCORPORATING VALLEY AND HARESTONE WARDS) 
 

MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2016 

AT THE SOPER HALL, HARESTONE VALLEY ROAD, CATERHAM 
 
 

 Attendees: Cllr. J Gaffney – Chairman    
   Cllr. P Roberts     
   Cllr. Y Gomes     District Cllr. B Connolly 
   Cllr. A Jones     District Cllr. A Jones 
   Cllr. D Simpson-Shipway 
         Mrs M Gibbins - Clerk 

PART 1 
  

1. Apologies for absence were received and accepted 
 Parish Councillor C Callender and District Councillor Michael Cooper,  
 

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:  To receive any disclosure by members of personal 
Interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the member regards the 
interest to be prejudicial under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Members are reminded of the need 
to repeat their declaration immediately prior to the commencement of the item in question.  Anyone with 
an interest must, unless an exception applies, or a dispensation has been issued, withdraw from the 
meeting.     There was none 
 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 14th September 2016 were agreed as a true record and were signed by the 
 Chairman 
 

4. Public Participation – a period of up to, but no longer than 15 minutes, to hear questions or  
statements from members of the public. Individuals are allowed to speak for a maximum of 3 
minutes.  No further participation by members of the public is permitted at any other time during 
the meeting. 
Three members of the public attended the meeting.  Two residents spoke in opposition to the planning 
application TA/2016/1656.  The Parish Councillors listened to the objections which they would consider 
when making their comments.  The Chairman thanked the residents for attending the meeting and for 
their input. 
 

5. Reports Part 1 
 
5.1 County Councillor’s Report – County Councillor Sally Marks was not present and had not submitted a  
 report. 

 5.2 District Councillor’s Report - District Councillor Beverley Connolly reported the Caterham Master  
  Plan is progressing well and the consultants have spoken to all the major stake holders.  Caterham 

 businesses are voting on the BID referendum week commencing 17th October and the Master Plan  
needs to work with the BID.  One major issue is car parking and consideration is being given to making  
better use of the Waitrose car park.  TDC are progressing with the CPO on the Rose & Young site. 
There is a site meeting being held on the Barnfield site week commencing 17th October. 
The discussion with Caterham School regarding the woodlands is ongoing. 
District Councillors Connolly and Cooper are meeting with the planning officer dealing with the 
Heronswood planning application week commencing 17th October. 
CIL funding which had been requested for the refurbishment of the CAB offices, although 
recommended, was refused and has been directed to TDC for flooding issues.  There are a few 
funding applications in the pipeline however none as beneficial as the CIL funding would have been. 



District Councillor Alun Jones confirmed that the CIL funding is for infrastructure projects.  There is a 
parking issue in Caterham Valley which is monitored by Reigate and Banstead however Caterham 
Valley only has 9 hours allocated per day for the entire Tandridge area.  Police are not responsible for 
parking issues.  It was agreed that the Parish will work closely with the BID regarding the parking 
issues.  
Action: Clerk 
Street cleaning  has peripheral areas which have been neglected.  The areas for cleaning are changing 
and more refuse bins have been requested.     Edinburgh House in Stafford Road has concrete gutters 
which have been leaking and causing problems for the residents however these are being repaired 
and/or replaced in November.  The application for 74 Croydon Road  and 409-411 has been requested 
to be forward to Committee. 
There is recommendation that street lighting is switched off from midnight until 0500 however Cllr 
Jones is requesting that the town centre is not included so as to accommodate night and shift 
workers.   The Town Centre Working Group is looking good however Cllr Jones requires to know what 
the programming and funding looks like.    There is a Local Plan meeting week commencing 17th 
October to look at sites. 

  
The new leader of TDC, Cllr Martin Fisher, attended the meeting to introduce himself, meet the Parish 
Councillors and to provide an update on TDC and take questions from the Council.   Cllr Fisher reported that he 
is meeting the leaders of the other District Councils and confirmed that all the District Leaders are struggling 
with their Local Plan and the green belt.  It is agreed that house building is necessary but it has be the right 
house building.  General discussion ensued and the Chairman stressed that the green spaces in built up areas 
are important to residents as is the green belt and should be protected which was noted and acknowledged by 
Cllr Fisher. 
Cllr Fisher finished with congratulating District Cllr Michael Cooper and his team on the work being undertaken 
with the Caterham Town Centre Working Group. 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Fisher for giving up his time to attend the Parish Council meeting. 

 
6. Planning – 

 
 6.1 Current Planning 

Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 12th September  – Friday 16th September 2016  
 TA/2016/1626  204 Stafford Road   Case Officer: Stephanie Milne 
 Formation of vehicular crossover and driveway. The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 
 

Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 19th September – Friday 23rd September 2016  
TA/2016/1314  Kwik Fit, Godstone Road    Case Officer: Adem Mehmet 
Display of 1 x fascia sign, 1 x badge sign, 1 x reception sign, 1 x car park sign (Amended Description)  
(Retrospective)     The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 
 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 26th September  – Friday 30th September 2016  
Ta/2016/1656  Heronswood, 51 Harestone Hill   Case Officer: Robin Evans 
Conversion of existing care home into 10 flats 
Caterham Valley Parish Council objects to this application as the proposed development contravenes the 
Harestone Valley Design Guidance in a number of areas.   

 

 "Parking is provided on the plot in discreet form" and "the area is characterised by cars hidden in 
garages or due to the natural landscaping". This proposed design is greatly out of character in both 
build form and site layout with the site dominated by car parking.  We are not clear on which trees are 
being retained and there is no landscaping plan with the application as per HDP7.3. 

 

 Point 4.8 in the Design Guide says that the design should provide high levels of visual privacy.  The 
additional extension of the building will dominate the existing plot and impede significantly onto the 
adjacent property at number 9 Grange Road. 

 

 Point 4.13 in the Design Guide describes that new flatted development should be set back from the 
road in the form of pavilion blocks that are similar in height, massing and proportions to large Victorian 
villas.  This is not the case in this instance.  While we welcome the fact that the existing building is 
being retained, the proposed extensions are far in excess of the prevailing property sizes. 



 Point 8.10 states “in larger developments like a block of flats a dominance of car parking should be 
avoided by providing parking in small groups. Planting sufficient vegetation should break up the visual 
appearance.” There doesn't appear to be any evidence of this in the plans. Also any additional parking 
will encroach on the G1 category that will damage the root system as existing hard standing is in situ. 

 

 There are only 14 parking spaces indicated on the proposed plans. Tandridge Parking Standards state 
that 1.5 spaces, if unallocated, are required for each flat.  Therefore, this potential development should 
have a minimum of 15 spaces.  Current provision is inadequate and would cause an increase in off 
street parking on an unadopted road. There are no visitor spaces. 

 

 The character and layout doesn't comply with HDP 7.1. It does not respect the distinct character of the 
area.  The frontage of Grange Road would be dominated by car parking. 

 

 The Plans do not indicate the full extent of the existing building and the old Tandridge plan is not up to 
date.  The existing floor plans do not match the site plan and how it sits in adjacent to the building. 

 
In addition to the issues with the Harestone Design guide, the proposal contravenes the following Tandridge 
 detailed policies: 

 
DP7 

 Character and layout – The proposal in terms of the site layout is not in character with the adjacent 
street scene. 

 Built form – It results in the overdevelopment and intensification of the site in an area characterised by 
houses. 

 Privacy – The extended site will significantly over look the adjacent property. 
 

DP8 

 It is not appropriate to the surrounding area in terms of size and scale. 

 It does not present a frontage in keeping with the existing street scene. 
 

We require accurate plans and details for the party wall to make sure that interested parties can investigate 
the impact on them. 
We request that Surrey Highways undertakes a survey of the road and safety in relation to the current use 
and potential use if the application is approved. 
It is further requested that a tree specialist from TDC assesses the impact on the trees on site and in the 
locality for health and retention. 
For these reasons Caterham Valley Parish Council requests that this application is refused 

 
 TA/2016/1748/TPO 22 Tupwood Gardens    Case Officer: Alastair Durkin 
 T4 Beech – Reduce crown by 2 metres all around to leave longest lateral spread of 10 metres, the remaining  
 crown to be pruned in proportion. 

Leave to Arboriculturist 
 
 TA/2016/1778  Mallard, 25 Loxford Road    Case Officer: Jessica Hampson 

Erection of single storey front and rear extensions to existing garage in association with conversion of garage 
to habitable accommodation.  Installation of window to side elevation 
Leave to TDC Officers and neighbours 
 
All planning applications including supporting documents and plans can be viewed at the  Caterham Valley 
Library and on the Tandridge Planning website on: 
http://planning.tandridge.gov.uk/eaccess/applicationsearch.asp     Just log on and follow the instructions 

 
 6.2 Planning Appeals 

 TA/2015/2117 72 and 74 Harestone Hill  
 

 7. Reports part 2 
 7.1 Clerk’s Report – Part 1 for action  

i) Christmas lights meeting – The Clerk updated that the next meeting is scheduled for 
Friday 14th October and the flyer, poster and timetable will be finalized.  The lantern 

http://planning.tandridge.gov.uk/eaccess/applicationsearch.asp


workshop is being held on Saturday 15th October at Soper Hall and all help would be 
welcome.  Refreshments will be available. 

ii) Heritage lottery fund -  it was agreed the Clerk will ascertain exactly what is available. 
 Action: Clerk 
iii) Newsletter – the newsletter is currently being printed and will be distributed via the 

Caterham Independent the last weekend of October.  Thanks were expressed to Cllrs 
Gaffney and Jones for their input.  It was agreed that all Councillors should contribute to 
the newsletter going forward. 

iv) Tree Warden – The Clerk reported that a letter and publication has been received 
regarding appointing volunteer tree wardens.  Cllr Jones expressed concern that 
although he is reporting issues with trees nothing is being done. 
Action: Clerk to follow up with SCC  

v) Consultation on train timetable – it was reported that train services to Victoria and 
Clapham Junction are being restricted after the rush hour.  It was agreed Cllr Roberts 
will complete the survey  and submit responses to the Clerk for taking forward. 

 Action: PR/Clerk 
vi) Downlands Trust AGM – an invitation to the Downlands Trust AGM has been received.  

The Chairman will be attending the AGM. 
Action: Clerk to respond 

vii) Congestion on Croydon Road – an email has been received by a resident requesting 
funding and assistance with an engineering project pertaining to congestion on Croydon 
Road.  It was agreed this is not something within the Parish Councils remit. 
Action: Clerk to respond 

viii) The Clerk received a reply to the letter submitted to Royal Mail regarding the change to 
the postal collection times.  A copy will be forwarded to all Parish Councillors. 

   Action: Clerk 
 

Part 2 for information 
 

 2 November  Parish Council Meeting – Baptist Centre, Beechwood Road ALL 
 9 November  SSALC Planning Update – Dorking 
 21 November  Budget & Business Planning Meeting    ALL  

26 November  Christmas market and lights switch on    ALL 
 14 December  Parish Council Meeting – Soper Hall    ALL 
 
 7.2 Chairman’s Report  

The Chairman confirmed she has attended two Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee meetings, TDC Parish 
Assembly, Caterham Town Working Group meeting, Marden Lodge Celebration, great to hear the positivity 
from pupils and staff. The Chairman also attended the SSALC Chairman’s training 
The Chairman has been invited to the Caterham Conversation being held with TDC, CTCWG, BID, Parish 
Councils and other groups within the area.  Cllr Jones has also been invited as a District Councillor and the 
Chairman will liaise with Cllr Jones prior to attending the meeting.  

 
 7.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Parish Councillor Peter Roberts reported on the issue of rats in Croydon Road and the lack of monitoring of 
motorists parking all day in Croydon Road.  
Parish Councillor Della Simpson-Shipway attended the planning working group and benefitted from 
attending.  Cllr Simpson-Shipway expressed concern regarding the reported removal of the police station 
however, was reassured that a police presence will remain in Caterham.  
Parish Councillor Alun Jones confirmed the Parish Council needs to lobby to ensure the retention of a police 
presence in Caterham.  Residents are concerned regarding the speeding of motorists in Burntwood Lane and 
that the 30mph sign is not working.  County Cllr Marks is taking this to the Local Area Committee.  Surrey 
Police Safety Group is looking into the possible of a temporary camera. 
Due to overgrown trees the street lighting on lamp columns 15 to 18 by Edinburgh House is inadequate. 
Action: Clerk to follow up 
The roundabout in Caterham Valley centre is getting into a worse state of repair. 
Action: Clerk to follow up  
Business Planning meeting is required to provide direction for the Parish Council and Councillors.  A date of 
21st November was agreed.  Venue was confirmed but is not minuted. 
Cllr Jones requested that a time, by which residents notify the Clerk that they will be attending the meeting to 
be removed, it was agreed. 



Parish Councillor Yvonne Gomes attended the Parish Councillor training, McMillan coffee morning, attended 
the Celebration at Marden Lodge school, a first aid course in Oxted run for volunteers; attended Heronswood 
to understand the planning application.  Cllr Gomes also attended the Sutton & East Surrey Water breakfast 
meeting and she will be invited to future events.   JG requested that future events may be of interest to 
members of the Neighbourhood Plan and that information be forwarded to the Clerk.   It was agreed that Cllrs 
Gomes, Callender and the Clerk could attend the Highways Agency event at a cost of £6 per attendee. 

 
8. Finance 

8.1 Bank mandate  - The Clerk reported that all Parish Councillors are now signatories on the Parish bank 
account. 

8.2 Payment of Accounts - The following cheques were approved and signed at the meeting 
  
 Soper Hall Community Centre Hall hire    £     20.00 
 M Gibbins   Net Salary, Office Allowance & expenses £   908.75 
 SSALC    New Councillor Training   £     66.00 
 E G Skett   Christmas market stalls   £2,760.00 
 Viking Direct   Stationery    £     37.47   
 

8.3 Date for budget setting - 21 November at 7:30pm 
 
 8.4 Review of Expenditure to the end of September was accepted  
  
9.  Correspondence – circulated to all on receipt 
 
The meeting ended at 9:30pm 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS CAN BE VIEWED ON THE 
CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE.  

WWW.CATERHAMVALLEYPC.ORG.UK 

http://www.caterhamvalleypc.org.uk/

