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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

A Message from the Chairman

Christmas Market
and Lights Switch On
Saturday
28th November 2015
The Christmas market and switch on of the
Christmas lights by Father Christmas will take place
on Saturday 28th November 2015 in association with
Church Walk Shopping Centre and The Soper Hall
Christmas Fair. If you wish to have a stall in the
street market, please contact Chantal Baker on
chantal@champconsultants.co.uk. All charity stalls
will be in Church Walk. Please contact the Centre
Manager on 01883 344197.
A workshop to make Christmas lanterns for your
children to take part in the Lantern Parade will take
place at Soper Hall on Saturday 7th November from
10am to 3pm. All help welcome.

Parish Council elections will be taking place in May 2016 and
nominations will be required for candidates to stand for the
six officer positions in Caterham and Harestone Valley
Wards.
A Parish Council is the authority that makes decisions on
behalf of the people in the Parish. It is the government level
closest to the community, with the District Council above it
on the next level.
Parish Councils make all kinds of decisions on issues that
affect the local community; probably the most common
topic is that of planning. The Parish Council is a statutory
consultee.
A Parish Council has limited powers to make decisions but
they do have the ability to negotiate with, and the power to
influence those other organisations that do make final
decisions.
Caterham Valley Parish Council meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month and last 2 to 3 hours
ROUND TABLE FIREWORKS
depending upon the agenda.
The Caterham and District Round Table annual If you feel that you would like some more information then
bonfire and firework display will take place on please come to a meeting or speak to the Parish Clerk.
Saturday 7th November.
Cllr Michael Lincoln
A ‘Build a Guy competition’ is being held with a first
The District and Parish Elections
prize of £50, with runner up cash prizes and free
th
tickets for the winners. All entries must be delivered are on Thursday 5 May 2016.
to the Dene field, Caterham by 1.00pm on the day of
Do you have the time and energy
the event. Gates open at 6pm. A torch lit parade will
depart from the Westway Library at 6.30pm so get to get involved in your local area.
there early to buy a torch. The fire will be lit at For
more information contact
7.15pm. All proceeds will go to local charities.
Caterham Round Table is always looking for new clerk@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk.
members and you could help with building the COULD YOU BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR
bonfire and setting out the field, and meet the
members in casual and comfortable surroundings; Do you care about your community? Do you have some spare
time?
the day is hard work, but also very rewarding.
Parish Councillors are not employees or volunteers - they are
elected representatives who volunteer their time to work on
CEDAR TREE LIGHTS TURN ON
behalf of their communities.
TH
SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER
Parish Councils are nothing to do with the Church – they are
This year the Cedar Tree lights on Caterham the most local layer of local government, covering a small
on the Hill will be switched on at 6.30pm on geographical area – in our case Caterham Valley. Parish
Sunday 29th November in the High Street in Councillors represent the views and concerns of the residents
front of the Cedar Tree. Free mince pies and of the Parish to the Parish Council, the District Council and the
mulled wine will be available with carols County Council.
being sung by local schools and Father Parish Councillors come from all walks of life because it’s
Christmas switching on the lights.
about representing the community not yourself.
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Victim Support helps anyone
affected by crime. Volunteers in
Surrey help people traumatised
by crime to move on with their
lives. You can help by supporting victims face‐to‐face, as a
fundraiser or in lots of other ways. Victim Support pay your
expenses and give you free training. You don't need
qualifications or previous experience of this kind of work to
volunteer for Victim Support. All you need is the willingness to
help and a little time. They welcome volunteers from every
walk of life and from every community.
Email
SurreyVolunteering@victimsupport.org.uk for more information
or contact Jo Wills on 01273 456151.

All food waste can go in your caddy

Did you know that by putting all your food waste in
your caddy every week, you’re helping to turn your
egg shells into energy, your potato peelings into
power and your leftover fruit into fertiliser?
Most homes in Surrey have food waste collected
every week alongside your waste or recycling. All
food can be collected, not just fruit and vegetable
peelings, but meat, bones, tea bags, coffee grounds
Ridge Radio at 77 Croydon Road,
and anything past its use-by date. You can use
Caterham is a 24/7 voluntary
newspaper or compostable liners to keep your caddy
community internet station for the 22
clean.
towns and villages that make up the
The food is taken to an anaerobic digestion plant
East Surrey district of Tandridge.
where it’s used to generate green electricity – if all
This voluntary organisation also supports the training of local 80,000 tonnes of Surrey's food waste was collected
people from the age of nine to ninety to become involved from caddies, it would generate enough electricity to
with all aspects of a radio station using a broadcast power 10,000 homes for a year. Once all the
environment to improve self-awareness, confidence, electricity has been produced, a fertiliser is left
dexterity, empathy and timing. Through this training they which is used in farming. You can recycle food in the
have seen young people gaining places in Ravensbourne weekly collection service.
University and the Brit School.
The Ridge Radio volunteers do not just play “DJ”. Some Did you know you can recycle from every room
choose not to go on air. Some provide life skills that they
in the house?
share with the attendees of their yearly work experience
scheme. If you are interested in finding out more or want to Everyone in Surrey can recycle tins, cans, paper,
get involved email admin@ridgeradio.co.uk.
card, plastic bottles, pots, tubs, trays, glass bottles
and jars.
Items you can recycle include:
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

food tins, plastic trays and jam jars from the kitchen;
FOR STROKE PROJECT
drinks cans and bottles, newspapers and tissue
Many people have communication problems (known as boxes from the living room; bleach and shampoo
Aphasia) following a Stroke. Tandridge Befriending Scheme bottles and toilet roll tubes from the bathroom;
has a joint project with the NHS to help support Aphasia
moisturiser tubs, shoe boxes and magazines from
clients in their homes and needs to recruit more volunteers.
the bedroom.
They will provide training, support and travel expenses and
Please remember to rinse your glass, plastics, tins
match you with a client.
Could you be a volunteer? You need an interest in Strokes & and cans, before putting them in your blue lidded
Aphasia, the time to attend the training and be able to make recycling bin or clear recycling sacks. If any leftover
weekly visits to support your client for 6 months. Training will food or liquid leaks onto other recycling it risks the
take place on Wednesday 18th November between 1.30pm and whole load being thrown away rather than recycled.
4.30pm. To find out more please contact us on: 07796 307286 Once collected and sorted, your recycling will either
or befriending@tvsc.org.uk or your local Volunteer Centre at be turned back into the same product or into
Caterham Valley Library, Stafford Road, Caterham, CR3 6JG on
something new – like football shirts or children’s
01883 344444 or email caterhamvc@tvsc.org.uk.
toys.
As well as helping the environment by being turned
into new items, recycling also saves council tax
Caterham Valley has many benches, some
payers’ money, meaning more can be spent on
of which are in a very bad condition and
essential services like roads and schools.
almost unusable for seating purposes.
The Parish Council would like to replace or repair these benches. For a full list of what can be recycled from your
We are therefore appealing to residents to sponsor a bench. The home, from local recycling banks or from community
approximate cost is £350 which would include a plaque fixed to recycling centres, visit www.recycleforsurrey.org.uk
the bench in remembrance of a loved one or special event. If this or www.tandridge.gov.uk/recyclingandwaste.
is something you would like to do please contact the Parish Clerk.

SPONSOR A BENCH
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NEED A LIFT? – THE CATERHAM CAR SCHEME COULD HELP YOU!
The Caterham Car Scheme is one of many voluntary car schemes operating across Surrey for
the benefit of their communities, helping thousands of elderly and vulnerable people every
year. The Caterham Scheme drivers and administrators are all volunteers who work to
provide lifts for people in Tandridge who may not have easy access to public transport. The
drivers are criminal record checked and insured to drive their own cars for voluntary car
transportation purposes.
Phil is pictured with
Rose Smith from
Phil Jesse lives in Caterham and has been a volunteer driver for 18 years. The driving keeps
Caterham having
him active and is very rewarding – he gets to meet new people and feels like he is doing
driven her to
Caterham Valley
something for his local community.
Medical Practice.
In addition to the usual medical appointments or shopping trips, The Caterham Car Scheme is
keen to reach more members of the community to help them access a wider range of services, such as supportive
groups and therapies, particularly for those people with mental health, obesity or alcohol dependency issues.
Do you think you, or someone you know, could make use of this voluntary car scheme? The charge is just 50p per
mile which covers the volunteer drivers’ expenses for each trip with car parking fees added on top.
Whether you think you could make use of the scheme or might like to be a volunteer driver or administrator, please
get in touch. A couple of hours a week is all it takes to make a difference. Call 01883 344 444 between 10am and
12pm Monday to Friday (answerphone outside of these times) or email caterhamvc@tvsc.org.uk to find out more.
It’s always helpful to be able to give 48 hours’ notice to arrange a lift but it’s not essential.
Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch
schemes can reduce the
opportunity for crime.
As an independent
organisation made up
by the community and
led by the community, it benefits from
partnerships with the police and other
organisations. It has proved to be an effective
measure to improve the quality of life and
promote safer communities.
Neighbourhood Watch groups assist in the
achievement of this aim by receiving information
about local crime and reporting suspicious
incidents, adopting crime prevention measures to
protect their homes and possessions, tackling
local issues and looking out for their neighbours
and keeping an eye on their homes, especially
when they are away. If you would like to find out
more contact the Crime Reduction Advisor, Mark
Howells, at mark.howells@surrey.pnn.police.uk
or 01483 637077.

The Miller Centre
30 Godstone Road, Caterham
The Miller Centre is a local
community theatre which has
198 seats (108 raked) it is also
used as a cinema once a month
to show modern blockbusters
and classic films.
Other facilities include meeting rooms, a studio, a wellequipped workshop and a wardrobe department.
Activities, available to Club members only, include two
Book Clubs, Bridge, Miller Moviemakers, Crafts, Quilting,
Painting, Scrabble, Folk Dancing, Table Tennis, Pilates,
Tai Chi and Yoga. The Film Club shows films in the
theatre each month and the Miller Centre Outings Club
arranges frequent excursions to places of interest. The
weekly Lunch Club offers home-cooked meals and
Coffee Mornings are held every Friday at 11:00am when
anyone interested in more information can meet Miller
Centre Club members.
For more information and a Welcome Pack please
contact the Box Office on 01883 349850 or
visit weekdays between 10am and 4pm or Saturdays
from 10am to 12pm.

The Soper Hall at Harestone Valley Road is a community building. It is owned by the
community for the community. The impressive halls make it a wonderful space for parties and
events. The goal of the Board of Directors is to make the building profitable without the need
of public funds. The Soper Hall is a community hub for events and activities of all kinds
including farmers’ markets (first Sunday each month), craft fairs, yoga, zumba, children’s
parties, slimming world, fencing and meeting rooms for local organisations.
The hall is run by a volunteer Board of Directors which is made up of local business people who donate their time
and expertise to the running of the building. The board is supported by volunteers that are vital to the running of
the events and projects.
It is vital that the community engage with the project and membership of the Soper Hall is available to all for just
£10 plus VAT. This gives the member a say in determining how the company is run and enables a vote at
meetings and election of Directors. If you can help or for more information please contact 01883 340678 /
admin@soperhall.org.uk.
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CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan Update
Caterham Valley, Caterham on the Hill, Chaldon & Whyteleafe are working
together to get a better deal in the CR3 area.
The CR3 Forum plans and policies will be available for public review in a 6 week consultation period which will
take place towards the end of this year.
This will be the resident’s opportunity to read and comment on all the work that has been done in the last 3
years with the research and feedback (including resident questionnaires) to try and ensure that CR3 has more
appropriate development which will benefit this area for the next 20 years. Topics have included the Green Belt,
Brownfield sites, Character and Heritage, Jobs, Schools, Youth, Elderly, Health (expansion of medical/hospital
facilities), Transport, Parking (including long term car parking in the centre of Caterham Valley), Shopping, Town
Centres, Leisure, Community, Utilities & overall Infrastructure. The 6 week consultation is a very important part
of the Neighbourhood Plan process as this is the opportunity for residents to comment on the consultation
documents before the Plan is sent to Tandridge for review.
In the last 20 years, over 3% of the area has been converted from commercial to residential and the
Neighbourhood Plan is considering how to recover some of the lost local employment. The area we live in
supports about 10-15% more people than actually live here. This is through people registering from outside CR3
for doctors and schools. The same is true with travel, with more than 30% of travellers choosing to use stations
here, while living outside CR3. This adds to the stress on parking. Of course some also shop or add value to our
local economy in various ways too. With employment we have seen that almost 150 acres of land has been
converted in the last 20 years, from commercial sites to residential, providing homes for about 3,000 people,
with another 1,500 or so in the pipeline, on sites approved but not yet built. This will take our local CR3
Population towards 30,000. The overall land supply within CR3 is about 4,000 acres. All this will continue and will
therefore help us justify better facilities locally.
The Neighbourhood Plan has tried to consider all the different needs and pressures and it will be for you to vote
at a referendum next year on whether a good future Plan for the area has been created.
For more information visit www.cr3forum.org.uk or for any queries please contact info@cr3forum.org.uk.

Hedges and Trees

Grit Bins

Snow Angels

As the plants in your garden begin to
grow again, a special plea to you to
keep an eye on your trees and hedges
if they overhang, or spread out into,
the pavement, public footpath or
obscure a road sign. Please make sure
that you cut them back if necessary.

Do you need a grit bin in
your road?
Would you be prepared to
maintain a grit bin?
Please let the Parish Clerk
know if your local Grit Bin
has not been filled.

Would you like to be a snow angel? The
Parish Council is looking for volunteers
to help to clear the paths with the salt
spreader when it snows.
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you are
interested in helping the community.

Some scammers have been falsely using the Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
number on telephone displays in a bid to make calls seem genuine. The
scammers are calling people, saying they are “Crimestoppers at the Home
Office”, then asking for personal details. So, please remember:
Crimestoppers are not calling people and do not and cannot call people
from 0800 555 111. They would never ask for personal details like this.

www.caterhamvalleypc.org.uk

The Vitamin G Community Art Garden at Queens Park, Caterham
on the Hill is located by the pavilion, beside the tennis courts and
behind the clocktower. If you would be interested in being part of the
workgroup helping maintain the upkeep of this community garden
please contact Hayley Bull, Development Manager, at
arts@tandridgetrust.co.uk or 01883 724599 (option 4). Hayley said
“This garden has been a hugh success and this is down to the residents
of Caterham who have come along and got involved to help design,
make and build the garden. What we have achieved has been through
the volunteers who have given up their time to put something in to
their community for everyone to enjoy”.

Pictures copyright of Tandridge Trust Leisure and Culture Ltd

Caterham Valley Parish Council with Tandridge District Council
and local firm CellXion Ltd combined funds to provide £65,000 to
enable the reinstatement of the play area at Timberhill Road
which was removed earlier in the year as it was in a dangerous
state and which was officially reopened by the Chairman of
Tandridge District Council, Cllr Rose Thorn on the 11 th August.

Parish Cllrs Mark Jones & Peter Roberts, Parish Council
Chairman Michael Lincoln, Chairman of Tandridge
District Council, Cllr Rose Thorn, Parish Cllr Jenny
Gaffney, District Cllrs Beverley Connolly & Michael
Cooper and Parish Cllr Jackie Servant at the opening of
the Timberhill playground.

Local
children at
Timberhill
enjoying the
new
facilities

Tandridge District Council and Caterham Valley Parish Council have
also combined funds to enable the playground at Tillingdown Hill to
have a complete refit with additional items of play equipment at a
cost of £30,000. The new facilities include a team swing, climbing
frame, embankment slide, sea saw, roundabout and swings. The
revamped play area reopened at the beginning of October.

Unfortunately the news is not quite so positive at the Stafford Road Recreation Ground playground which was
removed in September due to damage to ground surface.
Last year the Parish Council invested £10,000 in Stafford Road Park for the exercise equipment plus over £1,000 for
the provision of goal posts. The Parish Council is working with Tandridge and Surrey to find a solution to the issues at
the playground to enable its reinstatement.

Pot Holes

The Dog Poo Fairy...

Please report potholes to the
...unfortunately does not exist. Dog
Parish Clerk or Surrey County
mess is unhealthy, anti-social and
Council at www.surreycc.gov.uk
disgusting. It’s an eyesore and a
health hazard and can potentially
transfer disease to humans.
If you are a dog owner, you have a
legal duty to clean up after your
dog. We would encourage residents
to
have
pride
in
their
neighbourhood, so put the dog poo
in a dog bin or take it home.
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Tandridge District Local Plan Consultation
Tandridge District Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan for the Tandridge District. The Local Plan
will help shape the future of our district by setting out policies that guide the development of homes and
businesses, take into account our green spaces, landscapes and historic character, while also seeking to
provide for the needs of all our communities.
The Council is at an early stage of the plan preparation process and wants to ensure those who live, work
and visit the district, have a say and take the opportunity to respond. Subject to the approval of the Planning
Policy Committee, the consultation will take place for 10 weeks from 18 December 2015 to 26 February
2016.
Anyone can make comments on the draft Local Plan. More details about how to make comments will be
published on the website (www.tandridge.gov.uk/localplan) nearer the time. Please look out for them and get
involved. To make sure you are kept up to date with the latest news, consultations and events, please sign
up for our news direct e-mail service www.tandridge.gov.uk/register.htm.

Check in on your
Elderly Neighbours
As the weather turns colder may
we also just remind you to
consider any elderly neighbours
you may have.
Perhaps an offer to collect that
prescription or do some shopping.
Or just to check in on them from
time to time.

Rotary Clock
Update

Residents may have
noticed that the Rotary
Clock on the Caterham
roundabout has not
been working.
This
was due to a power
failure which has been
fully investigated and
now resolved. Please
inform the Parish Clerk
if the time is incorrect.

YOUR CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCILLORS

Cllr. Michael Lincoln
01883 344527

Cllr.Margaret Dean
01883 346710

michael.lincoln@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk
mark.jones@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk

Cllr. Jenny Gaffney
01883 340465

Cllr. Mark Jones
07511 482156

margaret.dean@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk
peter.roberts@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk

Cllr. Peter Roberts
01883 344031

Cllr. Jackie Servant
01883 343881

jenny.gaffney@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk
jackie.servant@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk

Caterham Valley Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm in Soper Hall, Harestone
Valley Road, Caterham, CR3 6HY. The agenda is posted in three points in Caterham – Marden Lodge School on
Croydon Road, Soper Hall at Harestone Valley Road and St John’s School at Markfield Road as well as on the Parish
Council website.
Residents may participate for a period of up to, but no longer than 15 minutes, where the Parish Council will hear
questions or statements from members of the public. Individuals are allowed to speak for a maximum of 3 minutes.
Please contact the Clerk if you would like to speak at any of the meetings.

Parish Clerk – Mrs Maureen Gibbins
Email: clerk@caterhamvalleypc.org.uk / Tel: 07510 226989
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Caterham Valley Parish Council wishes all residents a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

