
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL 2011

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Cllr. H. Hammer – Chairman Cllr. M. Lincoln
Cllr. J. Caudle Cllr. J. Servant
Cllr. M. Dean Mr. W. Ridley – Clerk

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence

Cllr.  P. Lavington,  County Cllr.  S. Marks,  District  Cllr.  B. Connolly,  District  Cllr.  M. Cooper,  District  Cllr.  J.
Ingham

2. Public Participation

Mr Martin De Freitas of 23 Beechwood Road stated that the Tandridge report on SHLAA included an expected 38
dwellings  at the former Adult  Education Centre  and therefore he wanted  to know why current  applications for
development of the site were far in excess of this number. He was advised that the aim of the SHLAA report was to
demonstrate that there would be enough land to deliver the housing requirement for the period 2006-2026 and was
not intended to specify a maximum number of dwellings permitted for any particular site.

Ms Jenny Gaffney of 23 Beechwood Road requested a design strategy for the whole of Caterham Valley. She was
advised that this had been raised with Paul Newdick at Tandridge and his response was included in the minutes of
the meeting held  on 15th December  2010 under  Design Statement,  which  was  read out  by the  Clerk.  Council
resolved to write to Bob Evans on this matter and to ask the Hill PC to do the same. Individual residents were also
advised to write.

Mr Gary Bradbury of 79 Harestone Hill expressed concern at the volume of housing being allowed at the Tupwood
Gardens development and in particular the recent planned extension into Harestone Hill at no. 73 and to the rear of
no. 75. He was advised to send his objections to Tandridge and that these two applications were due to be discussed
later in the meeting.

Mr Martin Creasey of 238 Stafford Road raised the prospect of allotments being allowed at the Northern end of
Stafford  Park  beyond  the  access  track  to  Stafford  Road.  He  had  undertaken  a  considerable  amount  of  work
investigating allotments and wanted to know whether this would be possible. Council agreed to write to Tandridge
asking for their comments.

Chris Windridge, Chairman of the Caterham Community Partnership Ltd, spoke about various community ideas
including  the  possibility  of  an innovation  cluster  in  Caterham.  He stated  that  currently  there  was  no  plan  for
encouraging new business into the area. There was money available from SEEDA for an Innovation Voucher to
encourage new business. He felt that there were two new business types which could benefit – media and internet
technology and these could be based at the Arc where there was available accommodation. Also Ridge Radio and an
internet company were already based there CCPL had put in a bid for a feasibility study but unfortunately this had
been turned down. As part of the bid, participants had to find two academic partners and both Surrey and Brighton
Universities had expressed interest in the project. He was not asking for any funding at this stage but required parish
council approval to continue and would welcome parish council participation. Council agreed that CCPL should
continue with the project.

3. Reports Part 1

3.1 County Councillor’s Report

There was no report.

3.2 District Councillors’ Report

There was no report.

4. Planning

4.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
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she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 7th March – Friday 11th March

There were no applications for Caterham Valley.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 14th March – Friday 18th March

TA/2011/312 73 Harestone Hill
Demolition of existing dwelling. Erection of 2 x 5 bed detached dwellings.
Council objected on the following grounds: overpowering street scene; out of character with other dwellings in
Harestone Hill; garden land; should be considered as a further extension of the Tupwood Gardens development
and as such would take the number of  dwellings  on this site  even further over the threshold for affordable
housing; as previously stated, Council believes that the piecemeal development of the Tupwood site is making a
mockery of planning regulations regarding affordable housing.

TA/2011/298 Land rear of 75 Harestone Hill
Erection of 1 x 5 bed dwelling with detached double garage.
Council  objected  on the  following  grounds:  back  garden  development;  ribbon  development  contrary  to  the
Harestone Design Statement; should be considered as part of the Tupwood Gardens development and as such
would take the  number of dwellings  on this site  even further  over the threshold  for affordable housing;  as
previously stated, Council believes that the piecemeal development of the Tupwood site is making a mockery of
planning regulations regarding affordable housing.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 21st March - Friday 25th March

TA/2011/359/TPO Roseneath Court, Greenwood Gardens Council had no comment
TPO 18 (C & W) – Crown lift 1 Conifer to provide 1.5m clearance from building and 2.5m clearance over footway.
Crown reduce 1 Beech tree to previous reduction points adjacent to building. Crown reduce 3 Yew trees.

TA/2011/386 9 Alexanders Walk Council had no comment
Erection of first floor side extension. (Application for the extension of time to planning permission TA/2008/177).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 28th March – Friday 1st April

TA/2011/374 Television Mast at Tillingdown Hill Council had no comment
Installation  of  1  x  0.75m  satellite  dish  onto  existing  broadcast  mast  incorporating  refurbishment  of  existing
equipment cabin, feeder cable and erection of support gantry.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 4th April – Friday 8th April

TA/2011/390 162 Stafford Road Council had no comment
Formation of level hardstanding to front of dwelling including associated engineering works. Erection of retaining
walls and installation of railings.

TA/2011/282 14 Harestone Lane Council had no comment
Erection of first floor side extension and dormer window to rear roof slope.

Consultation by Vodaphone Ltd and Telefonica O2 (UK) Ltd Council resolved not to object

Prior to submission of a formal planning application, Council has been consulted on a proposed installation on St
Mary’s Church, Church Hill, Caterham-on-the-Hill. As part of the infrastructure sharing, it is proposed to install six
antennas in the spire windows behind gale break mesh which will replace the existing straw in the windows, along
with  an  equipment  cabinet  and  meter  cabinet  at  ground  level.  Full  details  including  plans  were  emailed  to
councillors, who are asked to view these as they will not be available at the meeting.

4.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2010/588 59 Stafford Road
Demolition  of  existing  chalet  bungalow and  outbuildings.  Erection  of  3  x  4  bed  town  houses  with  associated
parking, access onto Stafford Road and landscaping.
This appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations.
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TA/2010/1175 223 & r/o 225 & 227 Croydon Road
Demolition of 223 Croydon Road. Erection of 3 storey building comprising of 12 x 2-bed flats together with refuse
& cycle stores, associated access road and parking (12 spaces). The development hereby permitted shall be begun
not later that 16th July 2011. The appeal is in relation to the start date.
This appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations.

4.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2010/1368 Land r/o 22 to 32 Farningham Road Approval details
Erection of block to  provide  6  terraced dwellings  with  associated  parking  (reserved  matters  relating to  outline
permission granted under 2007/1597 for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale – amended plans).

TA/2010/1443 63 Crescent Road Approved (full)
Formation of vehicle crossover and associated hardstanding.

TA/2010/1532 East Surrey Museum, 1 Stafford Road Advertisement consent
Display of 1 x 3.5m high non illuminated double sided pole-mounted advertisement located on forecourt of premises
adjacent to the highway. (Advertisement consent).

TA/2011/9 Woodlands Cottage, 84 Harestone Lane Approved (full)
Erection of replacement 14.5m x 1.5m boundary wall/fence and brick piers.

TA/2011/81 24 Eothen Close Approved (full)
Erection of conservatory to rear elevation.

TA/2010/1381 15-17 Station Avenue Advertisement consent
Display of internally illuminated fascia sign & internally illuminated projecting sign.

TA/2011/32 135 Harestone Valley Road Approved (full)
Erection of single storey side / front extension.

TA/2011/145 Peregrine Cottage, 12 Woodland Way CLOPUD – PP not required
Demolition of outbuildings to South elevation. Erection of single storey extension to South elevation. (Certificate of
Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

5. Minutes of the previous meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 9th March were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

6. Matters Arising

1. Christmas Lights

Clerk had been contacted by Festive Impact Lighting but had yet to receive quotation and illustrations of sample
lights. Cllr Dean had been unable to download CVPC logo and asked for a copy to be posted to her. She would also
like to know how much each individual company/business contributed last year.

2. Youth Opportunity Funds

On 23rd March six cheques totalling £9,000 were distributed by members of Street Youth Club to various local
causes, details of which are contained under 8.1 Payment of Accounts below.  The money is part of the £10,000
grant  received  from  Surrey  CC  Youth  Opportunity  Funds.  The  balance  of  £1,000  will  be  paid  out  to  local
organisations following the next round of successful applications. Cllrs Hammer, Caudle and Lincoln attended the
awards ceremony.

7. Reports Part 2

7.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Caterham Carnival

Request received from Carnival Chairman for contribution towards the £650 cost of the Bloco Fogo Samba Band
which leads the procession from the Valley to the Carnival site. Council approved contribution of £100.
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2. Planters

Request received from Caterham Community Partnership as to whether Council would take on responsibility for
arranging watering of two additional planters in Croydon Road – one large with tree and one smaller without tree.
Council agreed.

3. Hanging Baskets

Notification received from Surrey that permission for hanging baskets must be obtained prior to their installation,
from Skanska,  Surrey’s street  lighting contractor.  Surrey have forwarded a seven page code of practice for the
installation of hanging  baskets  on street  lighting columns which require  detailed specifications  of brackets  and
baskets including their wet weight, and proof of public liability insurance. Council has the required insurance and
Clerk has forwarded details to How Green Nursery asking them to provide the relevant details. However Surrey /
Skanska require completed application form at least 40 working days prior to installation, which means that we will
not be able to install Summer baskets until mid June at the earliest.

4. Tandridge Parking Review

Following  the  review Surrey  has  started  installing  the  new  double  yellow lines  in  Caterham There  has  been
considerable correspondence with residents over the Tupwood Lane proposals which did not take up the Council’s
comments during the consultation period. Cllr Hammer has written to David Curl at Surrey disagreeing with the
proposals, but according to Cllr Marks it would appear that these are now set but could be revisited in due course if
the majority of residents find that life has not been made easier by the new parking restrictions. Council would like a
more structured approach to parking policy in Harestone in light of residents’ comments and potential pay & display
parking in the town.

5. Resident Complaint

Clerk and several councillors have been contacted by Mrs Reynolds of Trundles, 24 Underwood Road concerning a
planning  dispute  and Mrs  Reynolds  has  apparently  threatened  to  sue  the  Parish  Council  for  inaction  over  her
complaint. This has been taken up with Tandridge who have advised that planning permission was granted in 2007
subject  to various  pre-start conditions.  These conditions  have  now been approved and as such there is  nothing
planning wise to stop the developer commencing work on site in accordance with the plans. Tandridge has explained
the situation to Mrs Reynolds and have advised her that they are unable to enter into any further lengthy discussions
with  her  on  this  subject  as  they  consider  the  matter  closed.   Tandridge  has  contacted  Clive  Moore  who  has
confirmed the advice that this is a private legal matter between Mrs Reynolds and her landlord which does not
involve the Council or its legal section.

6. Newsletter

Cllr Caudle presented a draft copy of the Newsletter which was approved subject to amendment of the date for the
Parish Budget. Distribution has been booked with the May edition of the Caterham Independent and newsletters
should be delivered to the newspaper no later than Wednesday 20th April. Cost has increased to £25 per thousand so
will be £100 plus VAT for 4,000 copies.

7. Royal Wedding

Request received from Andy Parr, Chairman of the Caterham Festival, for funding for the purchase of Union flags
to be hung on lamp columns for the Royal Wedding. The flags would be left in place for the Caterham Festival at
least until the Caterham Carnival. Council approved £200 subject to agreement from SKANSA and Nigel Wilkinson
who is responsible for the Shabby 2 Smart project.

8. Risk Assessments

Clerk presented Risk Assessments for personal injury to public or staff,  loss of or damage to Council property,
financial & system controls. These were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

9. Downlands Trust

Mr De Freitas asked the Council  whether  it would consider becoming a member of the Downlands Trust at an
annual subscription of £15.00. Council agreed to join.

10. Bench outside Tandridge Court

Cllr Servant reported that the bench outside Tandridge Court was still not repaired. Clerk will chase contractors to
find out the cause.
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7.1.2 Clerk’s Report – Part 2 for information

1. Former Adult Education Centre

Tandridge has received a request from London & Quadrant Housing for a formal factual presentation to members.
This will give the prospective developers the opportunity to explain the background to, and detail of, their proposal.
The meeting will be a formal but private session in the Chamber for any Member of the Council who wishes to
attend, but to the exclusion of everyone else.  Cllr Ingham asked the Planning Committee whether Cllr Hammer
could attend as Chairman of the Parish Council but this was unanimously refused.

2. SHLAA

Cllr Hammer wrote to Paul Newdick expressing concern that no-one from the Caterham parishes was involved on
the  SHLAA Panel.,  particularly  given  that  a  large  part  of  future  development  will  take  place  in  the  North  of
Tandridge. Paul replied that that this had already been raised by a local journalist. What he had stressed was that
Panel Members were not there to represent their specific local area but to agree the final methodology and then to
consider the overall results and to offer specific comments on any particular sites that might require discussion. With
regard to more potential housing sites being identified in the Caterham area than in other areas, the SHLAA can only
identify sites where they exist and because there are more commercial sites in the Caterham area that may have
potential, the result is that more sites will be listed. However these sites are likely to come forward through the
planning applications process in any event and the SHLAA does not in any way prejudge the outcome of any such
application. The aim of SHLAA is to demonstrate that there will be enough land to deliver the housing requirement
of 2,500 dwellings in the period 2006-2026 and more specifically over the next 15 years. This it does without a need
to allocate any Green Belt land. Future reviews of the SHLAA may result in a change and if the supply of urban
sites diminishes then Green Belt sites might need to be reviewed.

3. Local Elections

District elections will take place in the Valley Ward on Thursday 5th May.

4. Temporary Road Closures

The following temporary road closures have been requested:
 St George’s Day Parade – Sunday 8th May – starting at Beechwood Road where the Parade will form up.

Turn left into Croydon Road, through The Square, into Godstone Road and turn left into Timberhill Road.
After the service to dismiss on the park. Form up from 14.00 and leave by 14.40, arriving at Timber Hill
Road about 15.00.

 Caterham Festival Cycle Race – Sunday 12th June – Waller Lane 09.00 – 15.00.

5. Caterham Community Partnership

Following the meeting on Monday 4th April, Clerk reported the following:
 Of the original commitment of £210,000, there was a balance of £75,311 remaining. This was made up of

balances  due  of £21,228 from Surrey,  £12,500 from Caterham Valley Parish Council  and £41,583 in
CCPL’s Bank Account. An amount of £11,326 is due to Tandridge as they have already exceeded their
commitment.

 Surrey has presented CCPL with an unexpected and unbudgeted request for £12,000 in respect of project
management fees for the work relating to Phase One, The Square. CCPL has protested that this was never
included in any of the original estimates and that David Ellis was introduced to the scheme by Surrey to
act as a facilitator between Surrey and their contractor. In fact he made a point of specifically stating that
he  had  not  been  appointed  as  Project  Manager.  CCPL  is  of  the  view  that  this  cost  remains  the
responsibility of Surrey and are not willing to make any payment in this respect.

 Latest estimate for the new mini roundabout is £55,090 and the Tandridge Local Committee and Caterham
School have both offered £5,000 each towards  this cost.  However  should CCPL be forced to pay the
£12,000 mentioned above, then there would be insufficient funds to proceed with this phase of the project.

6. Clerk

Clerk reported that he had decided to stand down as Clerk and had given the Chairman six months notice and would
leave at the end of September. This would give the Council plenty of time to recruit a new clerk and allow the new
clerk sufficient time to establish themselves before the elections in May 2012.

Clerk also reported that he will be on holiday from Tuesday 26th April until Thursday 5th May.
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7. Important Dates for your Diaries

05 May District Elections - Valley Ward JC
11 May CVPC Meeting All
23 May CVPC Annual Parish Meeting All
29 May Caterham Festival Street Party
06 Jun CCPL Meeting BR
08 Jun CVPC Meeting All
11 Jun Caterham Carnival
12 Jun Caterham Food Festival
18-19 Jun DeFest Music Festival
04 Jul CCPL Meeting BR
13 Jul CVPC Meeting All

7.2 Chairman’s Report

Cllr Hammer reported on the following:
 Clarification was awaited from Cllr Marks with regard to the location of the two new grit bins promised to

the Parish.
 The Hill Parish Council were attending the Caterham Carnival, had planted trees around the Hill library

and were conducting parish surgeries.

7.3 Parish Councillors’ Report

There were no reports.

8. Finance

8.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed since the last meeting:

CR3 Soldiers STREET Award £2,000.00
Caterham Pumas STREET Award £2,000.00
1st Caterham Scouts STREET Award £2,000.00
Ridge Radio STREET Award £2,000.00
The Arc STREET Award £1,000.00

The above awards were approved as payments from the Youth Opportunities Fund grant received from Surrey.

The following cheques were signed at the meeting:

Caterham URC Room hire      £30.00
SCAPTC Annual Subscription £1,494.06
SCAPTC LCR Annual Subscription      £15.50
TVSC Annual Subscription      £10.00
Cash Petty Cash float to £50      £52.49
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance                  £397.74

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

W H Smith Copy paper       £4.99
Caterham Computer Centre Computer printer cartridge     £14.99

8.2 Review of Expenditure 2010-11

Receipts and Payments for the year to the end of March were approved.

8.3 Audit for the year ended 31st March 2011

Clerk presented the following provisional timetable for the audit:
 Approval of Accounts - 13th April
 Approval of Annual Return Section 1 and 2 – 11th May
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 Internal Audit – TBA
 Display Notice from 30th May to 12th June
 Make records available to the public from 13th June to 8th July
 Annual Return and supporting info to be at BDO LLP by 15th July
 Publication of Audited accounts no later than 30th September

9. Correspondence

Tandridge Press Releases:
 Changes to parking services
 Surrey County Council to issue free bus passes
 Spring issue of the Tandridge magazine
 Recycling and refuse collections over Easter
 29,000 census collectors start work today
 Invitation to Health Watch event

Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 9th March 2011
 Planning Committee

Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 30th March 2011
 Planning Committee
 Resources Committee

Tandridge Corporate Strategy News – March 2011
Tandridge Planning Committee – 7th April 2011
Surrey Matters – Spring 2011

Chairman: Date:
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