
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2010

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Cllr. H. Hammer – Chairman County Cllr. S. Marks
Cllr. J. Caudle District Cllr. B. Connolly
Cllr. P. Lavington District Cllr. M. Cooper
Cllr. M. Lincoln District Cllr. J. Ingham
Cllr. J. Servant Mr. W. Ridley – Clerk

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence

There were no apologies.

2. Public Participation

Mr Martin De Freitas of 23 Beechwood Road raised the following Points:
 He would  like  to  thank  the  Parish  Council  for  help  given  to  residents  in  objecting  to  the  London  &

Quadrant planning application for the old Adult Education Centre.
 He  had  spoken  to  Mark  Pendleton  of  London  &  Quadrant  about  whether  there  would  be  a  public

consultation on any new application for the site. Cllr Ingham would follow up on any new application. Cllr
Marks suggested that  it  might  be possible to put forward a plan which residents would be prepared to
accept, perhaps based on 2 or 3 bed houses. Council would ask them to give a presentation to residents
before submitting any new application although it was not possible to force them.

 Council was involved in producing a design plan for Harestone but he would like to see a similar plan for
the whole of Caterham.  Mr Peter Longhurst  of 53 Beechwood Road stated that  many residents  would
support such a plan even if this meant increasing the precept. It was pointed out that the Harestone plan was
replacing an existing document – the Harestone Valley Policy and it might be possible to roll this out into
other areas. However Cllr. Marks stated that views of Tandridge DC would need to be ascertained before
committing to any extension of the Harestone plan.

Mr Tim Lomas of 110 Commonwealth Road raised the following points:
 He would be prepared to assist the Council in producing a new more flexible web site and the Council

agreed to investigate such a proposal.
 He was concerned about the new parking restrictions proposed for Commonwealth and Mount Pleasant

Roads. There were 105 properties on the road of which 40 did not have off road parking or the space to
provide it  He had estimated that  the current  proposals  would  result  in the displacement of 22 parking
spaces after 21.00 when the road is likely to be full. He submitted revised proposals which would result in
the displacement of 6 parking spaces after 21.00 which could be accommodated elsewhere. Cllr Marks said
that County and Parish Councils had been lobbied to do something about the parking in Commonwealth
Road. Whatever scheme was put forward it would not please everyone, but there were health and safety
issues  which  needed to  be  addressed.  Public  highways  must  allow access  for  emergency  and  council
vehicles and it was illegal to drive on the pavement which vehicles often had to do in order to pass parked
vehicles. Mr Peter Longhurst said that it had been a contentious problem for many years but any solution
should be consistent and applied everywhere not just on Commonwealth and Farningham Roads.

3. Reports Part 1

3.1 County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Marks reported on the following:
 The new schedule for the road salting network had been issued. Both Harestone Valley Road and Tupwood

Lane were included as secondary routes.
 Should the Parish Council  want  it’s  own large grit  bin and have it  filled by Surrey CC, it  would cost

£2,500.
 Cllr Hammer to provide Cllr Marks with a copy of the final schedule of grit bins in the parish.
 Resurfacing work on the Caterham bypass has now finished and hopefully will prevent future flooding.
 St Catherine’s Hospice now has a shop open in Caterham.
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3.2 District Councillors’ Report

Cllr Cooper reported on the following:
 The Soper Halls has been offered to the Soper Hall Group and the Baptist Church. Both groups now have

to provide details of funding and their plans for running the hall.
 The District Council does not know how much money will be allocated by the government so is unable to

give any estimate on likely rates.

Cllr Connolly reported on the following:
 The Soper Hall Group had introduced a Friends of the Soper Hall membership scheme at a cost of £5 per

individual.
 At the recent  NoTY meeting  it  was  agreed that  the £10,000 grant  for  a  MUGA would  now be made

available for young people to provide funds for capital expenditure awards. This had been cleared with
Surrey CC.

 The Marie Curie site developer was to take note of the design statement for the Marie Curie building.
 Clerk confirmed that the cheque for the East Surrey Museum had been sent.

Cllr Caudle reported on the following:
 She had been involved with residents over the new proposed parking restrictions.
 The planning application for 329 Croydon Road had been reduced from 5 to 4 flats.
 The new application for a block of flats on Croydon Road had been refused so the developer will have to

start work by July.

4. Planning

4.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 27th September – Friday 1st October

TA/2010/1134 Caterham School, Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Erection of first  floor  and second  floor extensions  over  flat  roofed sections  of  building which  would serve as
classrooms. Internal and external alterations to ground and first floor to provide a pavilion, including provision of
ground floor balconies, and remodelling of Leatham room to provide hospitality room.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 4th October – Friday 8th October

TA/2010/1198/TPO 8 Burntwood Close Council had no comment
TPO 9,  2009 (T) – Thin crown of Yew tree by up to  20%; reduce or  thin  overburdened branches  and reduce
branches over shed and lawn frontage by up to 1.5m; reduce lateral branches by up to 1.5m on LHS and by up to 1m
on RHS. Reduce branches encroaching adjacent structures to leave up to 1.5m clearance.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 11th October – Friday 15th October

There were no applications for Caterham Valley.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 18th October - Friday 22nd October

TA/2010/1286 106 Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey rear extension to provide orangery & erection of glazed roof over kitchen.

TA/2010/1293 196a Croydon Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey side extension.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October

TA/2010/1309 23 Loxford Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey front extension in connection with conversion of garage to habitable room.
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TA/2010/1314 77 Tupwood Lane Council had no comment
Demolition of rear bay projection & conservatory. Erection of 2-storey rear extension with accommodation in roof
space  &  single  storey  rear  extension.  Formation  of  pitched  roof  over  existing  single  storey  side  projection.
(Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 1st November – Friday 5th November

TA/2010/1197 Land r/o 73 Harestone Hill
Erection of 4 x 5 bedroom detached dwellings, detached double garage, associated parking and access (amended
scheme).
Council  objected on the following grounds:  back garden development;  cramped development with  minimum
allowable  distance  between  dwellings;  if  approved  this  should  be  viewed  as  an  extension  of  the  existing
development at Tupwood Gardens and therefore regarded as a single development which should include an
element of affordable housing,

4.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2010/84 6 & land adj. 5 Bradenhurst Close
Demolition of garages. Erection of detached double garage with storage under at 6 Bradenhurst Close. Erection of
detached double garage at 5 Bradenhurst Close and formation of associated access road and steps
This appeal is to be decided on an exchange of written statements.

TA/2010/275 South Lodge, 4 Dome Hill Peak
Erection of detached double garage. (Amended Plans).
This appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations.

TA/2010/467 Land adj. to 7 Commonwealth Road
Erection of detached house with garage and parking.
This appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations.

TA/2010/707 116 Harestone Hill
Demolition of dwelling and erection of building containing 5 x 2-bed flats including associated parking and access
to the approved development at 126-128 Harestone Hill
This appeal will be determined at a public hearing on 21st December.

4.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2010/510 19 Dunedin Drive Appeal allowed
Erection of first floor front and side extensions.

TA/2010/634 Tower Farm, War Coppice Road Cert.Law.Refused.-Dev.Unlawful
Use of land for the stationing of a mobile home for residential purposes. (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing
Use).

TA/2010/1029 6 and land adj. 5 Bradenhurst Close Refuse
Demolition of garages. Erection of detached double garage with storage under at 6 Bradenhurst Close. Erection of
detached double garage at 5 Bradenhurst Close and formation of associated access road and steps.

TA/2010/1082 135 Harestone Valley Road Refuse
Erection of part single storey / part 2-storey side extension with new pitched roof over porch and garage.

TA/2010/1090 3 Alderwood Close Withdrawn/substituted
Demolition of garage. Erection of part single storey / part 2-srorey side extension incorporating integral garage.

TA/2010/1122 191 Stafford Road Approved (full)
Demolition of garage. Erection of pitched roof garage, retaining wall and repositioned stairs and formation of hard
surfacing.

5. Minutes of the previous meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 13th October were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman
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6. Matters Arising

1. Radio Caterham

Clerk has advised Mark Jones that the Council agreed to fund the public liability insurance cost of £650. Clerk has
asked for invoice together with supporting documentation to be forwarded, on receipt of which the cheque will be
issued. Council reiterated that this was a one off payment for this year only and would not be a regular payment.

2. Remembrance Day Services

Clerk handed over two wreaths for the Remembrance Day services. Cllrs Caudle and Lavington will represent the
Council at the service at St. John’s whilst Cllrs Lincoln and Servant will represent the Council at the service on the
Hill.

3. Street

Jane Wilson of Surrey CC provided a list of tangible requirements for the Youth Centre at a cost of £888.95 which
Council agreed to fund.

4. Surrey Policing Document

Details were forwarded by email and it was resolved that Councillors would complete the questionnaires with their
individual views.

5. Christmas Lights

Clerk has contacted Andrew Browne about the new lamp columns to be installed around The Square and whether
this would affect the Christmas Lights. Andrew has replied that the lights have expanding brackets which hopefully
will fit  the new columns but he has advised the contractor of the change. However it is likely that the brackets
holding the hanging baskets will have to be replaced. As a bill for the winter baskets had just been received it was
agreed that Cllr Servant would check that all eleven of the baskets were actually displayed.

7. Reports Part 2

7.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Soper Hall

Request received from the Soper Hall Group for the Council to consider a grant of £2,500 to assist with the start up
costs, set up and establishment of the legal entity and contribution towards employment of a part time caretaker /
bookings  co-ordinator.  Cllr  Servant  declared  an  interest.  Council  resolved  to  commit  £2,500  but  to  withhold
payment until it was confirmed that the Soper Hall Group had been successful in their bid to take over the hall.

2. Parking Restrictions

Following proposals by Surrey CC for new parking restrictions, the Council had the following comments:

Commonwealth Road, Mount Pleasant Road and Farningham Road
 There are 105 properties on Commonwealth Road of which 40 do not have off road parking or the space to

provide it. Local residents have estimated that the current proposals would result in the displacement of 22
parking spaces after 21.00 when the road is likely to be full. The following proposals would result in the
displacement of 6 parking spaces after 21.00 which could be accommodated elsewhere.

 Remove proposed restrictions outside 1 Commonwealth Road and 11 Mount Pleasant Road.
 No objection to the rest of the proposals for the corner of Commonwealth Road and Mount Pleasant Road.
 Remove proposed restrictions on both sides of Commonwealth Road between numbers 24 and 56 due to

the  displacement  of parking  and  likely  increased  speed of  traffic.  Long  term suggestion  is  to  narrow
pavement width on Eastern side to increase width of road.

 No objection to proposed restrictions between 58 and 82 Commonwealth Road.
 Remove proposed restrictions between 99 and 144 Commonwealth road due to displacement of parking.
 No objection to proposed restrictions on Farningham Road.

Croydon Road
 No objection to proposed revision of existing restrictions.
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Stafford Road
 No objection to proposed restrictions.

Tupwood Lane
 Harestone Councillors would review the proposals and provide the necessary information to the Clerk who

would advise Surrey of all of the above comments.

3. Grit Bins

Cllrs Hammer, Lincoln, Caudle and Servant had completed the review of grit bins on their allocated roads but Cllrs
Caudle and Servant were still to advise Cllr Hammer. Cllrs Dean and Lavington were still to complete their review.

Clerk has received notification from a resident that the grit bin outside 8 Woodland Way is only half full.

4. Surrey Transport Plan

Cllr Servant had reviewed the Surrey Transport Plan – Parking Strategy and Local Bus Strategy and her comments
were approved by the Council and passed to the Clerk for transmitting to Surrey CC. However the consultation
period and on-line questionnaire  closed on 9th November (the day before this meeting)  and Clerk was asked to
forward comments by email. There was a separate survey on proposed changes to bus services in Tandridge which
would be discussed at the next meeting.

5. Electoral Review of Surrey

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has formally commenced an electoral review of Surrey
CC. Details of a presentation given on 26th October gave an insight into the work being carried out and how Parish
Councils can be involved. Details were forwarded to Councillors by email. Further information about the review can
be  found  on the  website  at http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/surrey/surrey-county-council-fer.  Cllr.
Caudle agreed to review.

6. Surrey Strategic Partnership

SCAPTC is concerned that the voice of parish / town councils is heard in regard to the Big Society and has reserved
a number of places at the SSP Annual Conference 2010 – The Big Society in Surrey. The conference is being held at
the Dorking Halls on 22nd November and places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. Cllr Hammer
agreed to attend.

7. Agricultural Permitted Development

Tandridge DC has become particularly concerned about a number of farm-based developments which have claimed
to be permitted and considered under the prior approval procedures of Part 6 of the GPDO but have proceeded more
akin to a waste disposal or land raising operation with adverse impacts on the site and surrounding landscape (and
nearby residents). The Council has therefore prepared new guidelines to better inform the process and help decide
from the outset  whether  the proposal can be regarded as reasonably necessary (and genuinely required) for the
purpose of agriculture within the holding and whether the siting and means of construction of any private way or the
siting of any excavation or engineering operations material requires further detailed consideration. The Council is
now undertaking formal consultation and would be grateful for any comments on the proposed guidelines.  Full
details will be available at the meeting. Council had no comment.

8. Sponsorship – The Square

CCPL had set up a small sub-committee to look at sponsorship of the various island beds. As the Parish Council is
the fallback option to pay for maintenance of the beds it was felt that a representative of the Council should be
involved. Cllr Lincoln was nominated.

9. Surrey-Wide Scrutiny Proposals

Surrey local  authorities  have  been working  together  to  develop  a  county wide  scrutiny  arrangement  to  review
services of a strategic or county wide nature which can be more appropriately and cost effectively dealt with in a
partnership. The Surrey Co-ordination Group (comprising a councillor from each local authority) wants to hear from
communities etc about what they consider to be priority issues by way of a short electronic survey.  Council had no
comment.
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7.1.2 Clerk’s Report – Part 2 for information

1. Budget

Council will meet at Cllr Hammer’s house at 19.30 on Thursday 6 th January to discuss the budget for 2011-12 which
will be approved at the Council meeting on Wednesday 12th January.

2. Police Panels

The next Police Panels will be held at Caterham Police Station at 19.30 on the following dates: 28 th January, 25th

March, 27th May.

3. Community Quiz

There will be a Community Quiz at the Arc, Caterham on 3rd December at 19.30 for 20.00 start. The cost of £10 per
head includes an Italian Buffet by Aldo at the Arc and all profits will go the new local radio station.

4. Temporary Closure of Parking Bays

An application has been received for the temporary suspension of all parking bays in Croydon Road between its
junctions with The Square and the Rose & Young site between 15.00 and 21.00 on 26th November for a Christmas
late night shopping market.

5. Notice Board

The notice board outside St. John’s School was out of action as the lock was jammed following the insertion of
some substance possibly glue. Clerk will attempt to clear but it may require the services of a locksmith.

6. Important Dates for your Diaries

14 Nov Remembrance Day Services JC/PL/ML/JS
17 Nov CCPL Away Day BR/HH
18 Nov Planning Committee
08 Dec CVPC Meeting All
06 Jan Budget Meeting All
12 Jan CVPC Meeting All
28 Jan Police Panel

7.2 Chairman’s Report

Cllr Hammer reported on the following:
 She had reviewed the Harestone Design Statement and made her comments which were approved by the

Council. She would respond to the consultation being held by Tandridge DC.
 Rubbish had been dumped in Tupwood Lane on the left hand side before the Travellers Camp and the

Clerk was asked to advise Tandridge

7.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Servant reported on the following:
 She  had  reviewed  the  Surrey  Transport  Plan  which  contained  55  pages  and  provided  her  suggested

comments.
 She had attended the East Surrey Parishes Liaison Group where Hilary Orr spoke on planning enforcement

and would be happy to speak to individual parish councils.
 No parish council volunteered to become the next Chair and Clerk of ESPLG so it will probably revert to

an alphabetical rota.
 She had attended the Tandridge Access Group meeting.
 The Council owned bench outside Tandridge Court in Croydon Road had broken slats and was I need of

repair.

Cllr Caudle reported on the following:
 She  had  completed  the  newsletter  and  delivered  4,000  copies  to  the  Caterham  Independent  for

distribution.
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 She had posted problems discovered in the review of her allocated roads onto the Surrey website.
 She would discuss website proposals with Mr Tim Lomas before the January budget meeting.

8. Finance

8.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting:

Caterham URC Room hire £29.00
Rofoxend Residents Association Room hire £10.00
The Poppy Appeal Remembrance wreaths £37.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance              £415.34
How Green Nursery Ltd Hanging baskets           £1,234.98
Caterham Publishing Ltd Newsletter distribution £94.00
Surrey CC Youth Centre equipment              £888.95

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

None

8.2 Review of Expenditure 2010-11

Receipts and Payments for the year to the end of October were agreed.

8.3 Other Financial Matters

9. Correspondence

Tandridge Press Releases:
 Have Your Say campaign
 Smallfield resident guilty of benefit fraud
 Council to observe two minute silence
 Remembrance Day parades and services – 14 November 2010
 Preparing for bad weather

Tandridge Planning Committee – 21st October 2010
Tandridge List of Delegated Authority – 27th October 2010
 Housing Committee
 Planning Committee

Chairman: Date:
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