
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor H. Hammer – Chairman County Councillor S. Marks
Councillor J. Caudle District Councillor B. Connolly
Councillor J. Servant District Councillor M. Cooper
Mr. W. Ridley - Clerk

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence

Councillor M. Dean, Councillor P. Lavington, Councillor M. Lincoln, District Councillor J. Ingham

2. Public Participation

No members of the public were present.

3. Reports Part 1

3.1 County Councillor’s Report

Councillor Marks reported on the following:
 The closure of the  junction between  the A22 Caterham By-pass and Godstone Road was  for  essential

drainage clearance works.
 Complaints had been received about the closure of the underpass at Wapses Lodge but as this was for the

replacement of electricity cables it was essential to have a night watchman on site.
 Possible parking restrictions affecting the taxi overflow rank in Harestone Valley Road and the slip road

beside Waitrose were due to come to committee but Councillor Marks had objected as the proposal made
little sense.

 Double yellow lines were to be introduced in certain parts of Commonwealth Road and Farningham Road.
Councillor Caudle would write to Councillor Marks about double yellow lines in Stafford Road particularly
outside the exit from the library car park.

 Complaints had been received from Loxford Road residents about the resurfacing.
 There was no truth in the rumour that all adult education was in Caterham was closing.

3.2 District Councillors’ Reports

District Councillor Cooper reported on the following:
 A Draft Urban Design Concept Statement had been prepared for the site of the former Marie Curie Hospice

and this will be discussed at the next Planning Policy Committee, when it was expected that there would be
a recommendation to put the document out for consultation.

 The Planning  Policy Committee  would  also be  discussing  the  Harestone  & Woldingham policy  areas
Character Appraisals and design Guidance Study Brief, when it was expected to recommend putting the
brief out to consultants to tender.

 Many householders do not understand the new electronic form for planning applications and consequently
Tandridge were receiving a large number of incomplete forms. As a result Tandridge Planning had decided
to revert to the old system for householders only.

District Councillor Connolly reported on the following:
 East Surrey Museum had unveiled a refurbished display room and new exhibits.
 Discussion had been held with Tandridge Voluntary Service Council about possible sources of funding for

the proposed MUGA.
 Proposals for the Youth Centre on the Hill.

District Councillor Caudle reported on the following suggestions from the Caterham Festival debriefing meeting:
 If there was a street party next year it should be held in Croydon Road.
 All entrances to the street party should be closed and those attending should be asked to donate £1 (Adults

only – children would be free) to help cover the cost of the festival.
 The possibility of installing a community notice board in the centre of town near the Asprey Fountain.

Clerk was asked to investigate costs and location but there were insufficient funds for the current year so
this would need to be budgeted for next year.
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4. Planning

4.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 10th August – Friday 14th August

TA/2009/949 Laurel Cottage, 37 Dome Hill Council had no comment
Erection of orangery to side elevation

TA/2009/938 18 Harestone Lane Council had no comment
Erection of three storey rear extension and dormer to rear roof slope.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 17th August – Friday 21st August

TA/2009/919 Caterham School, Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Erection of timber pavilion.

TA/2009/920 58 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Display of 1 x externally illuminated fascia sign and 1 x hanging sign.

TA/2009/940 18 Harestone Lane Council had no comment
Retention of converted stable block to provide office accommodation in roof space.

TA/2009/954 12 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Change of use of 1st and 2nd floors from offices to 2 flats.

TA/2009/779 James House, 1a Crescent Road Council had no comment
Change of use of building from offices (Class B1) to 2 x 2-bed flats (Class C3).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 24th August– Friday 28th August

TA/2009/972 99 Harestone Hill Council had no comment
Erection of three dormer roof extensions to the front roof slope.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 31st August – Friday 4th September

TA/2009/1019 117a Commonwealth Road Council had no comment
Erection of conservatory to rear elevation with storage area beneath.

4.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2008/1363 50 Tupwood Lane
Demolition of existing house and garage and erection of 2 x 4 bedroom detached houses, each with integral double
garage.

4.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2009/132 Land at Ten Acre Shaw Refuse
Erection of detached dwelling with  linked  store/garage  providing staff  accommodation over.  Formation of new
driveway with associated works and erection of gates. Alterations to public right of way.

TA/2009/214 305 Stafford Road Cert.Prop.Use.Allowed
Erection of single storey rear extension (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

TA/2009/499 20 Harestone Valley Road Cert.Law.Refused—PP Required
Excavation and levelling of rear garden, erection of retaining wall and construction of steps and terrace. (Certificate
of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

TA/2009/528 The Beeches, Gravelly Hill Approved (full)
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Erection of single storey side extension.
TA/2009/530 44a Tupwood Lane Approved (full)
Erection of detached double garage.

TA/2009/625 17a Crescent Road Withdrawn/Substituted
Erection of detached chalet-style dwelling.

TA/2009/634 4 Church Walk Advertisement Consent
Retention of illuminated fascia sign to front elevation.

5. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 12th August were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

6. Matters Arising

1. Harestone Hill Bench

The bench had  now been delivered and  is  stored  in  Councillor  Lincoln’s  garage.  Clerk  had  written  to  Surrey
Highways enclosing ordnance survey map with  approx.  site of bench marked for  Surrey to investigate  services
under the pavement. Clerk had added the bench to the Council’s insurance policy.

7. Reports Part 2

7.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Harestone & Woldingham Design Guidance Study Brief

Councillor Caudle declared an interest in that she was also a District Councillor
At its  meeting  on 10th September,  Tandridge Planning Policy Committee will  be discussing the Harestone and
Woldingham policy  areas  Character  Appraisals  and  Design  Guidance  Study  Brief.  Details  were  forwarded  to
Councillors by email on 2nd September under the heading Planning Policy Guidance. Clerk was asked to write to
Tandridge stating that  the Parish Council  would like the character appraisal  of the Harestone policy area to be
undertaken when the trees were in full leaf which presents a very different streetscene to that seen in winter. In view
of the likely timetable, that will probably mean deferring the appraisal until at least June 2010.

2. Site of the Former Marie Curie Hospice

Councillor Caudle declared an interest in that she was also a District Councillor At its meeting on 10th September,
Tandridge Planning Policy Committee will be discussing the Draft Urban Design Concept Statement for the site of
the former  Marie  Curie  Hospice.  Details  were  forwarded  to  Councillors  by email  on 2nd September  under  the
heading Planning Policy Guidance. Clerk was asked to forward a copy of the document to Councillor Marks. Parish
Councillors were asked to review the document and to have their comments ready for the next meeting.

3. Stafford Road Recreation Ground

Following the recent Stafford Road Action Day, the Clerk wrote to Tandridge about the possibility of changing the
name of the Recreation Ground to Stafford Park and how the Parish Council should proceed. Correspondence on
this  has  been circulated  to  Councillors  including  one email  from Paul  Barton,  Deputy Director of Community
Services, stating that the Parish Council is currently not supporting the change of name until the new play equipment
etc. has been installed. Another email from Pat Porter stated that action will be taken once she has been informed by
the Amenity Services section (as owners of the site) that a change of name is required.  Clerk was asked to write to
Tandridge stating that the Parish Council fully supports the proposed change of name to Stafford Park and that it had
never  stated that  it  is  currently  not  supporting the change of name until  the new play equipment  etc  has been
installed.

4. Stafford Road Flats Skip Hire

Christine Sayles wrote to Tandridge to find out whether it was possible for the Council to supply the occasional skip
outside Stafford Road Flats. Tandridge replied that this was not possible due to lack of funds nor would it be able to
repeat the clean up operation using vehicles on the Stafford Road Action Day. As a result Christine Sayles has asked
whether the Parish Council would be prepared to increase its budget by £1,000 to take into account the special needs
of this community. She has supplied details of various skip hire costs. The Parish Council resolved that this was not
part of its responsibilities and that it would set a precedent which could lead to similar requests from other sites.

3



Tandridge DC is responsible for rubbish collection and does provide bulky rubbish clearance weekends at a number
of other sites around the District, whilst Surrey CC provide tip facilities in Chaldon Road.
5. Baby Changing Facilities

Councillor Ingham had raised the subject that there are no baby changing facilities in the Valley and that perhaps the
parish, district and county councils should push for the provision of such facilities. It was subsequently pointed out
that such facilities do exist in Costa Coffee, although these may only be for the use of their clients. It is unlikely that
the parish, district or county councils would provide funding for a new public toilet with changing facilities. It was
therefore suggested that the parish publicise the facilities at Costa Coffee in the next edition of the newsletter with
the permission of Costa Coffee or alternatively talk to Shelley Fillipi about the provision of such facilities in the
public toilet in Church Walk. Councillor Hammer would take this up.

6. Newsletter

The Autumn edition of the Newsletter is now due. Would Councillors please provide articles and items of news to
Councillor Caudle urgently to meet the October deadline? Council resolved that it would be inappropriate to include
the CCPL prospectus in the  Newsletter.  Clerk was asked to book the delivery with  the November issue of the
Caterham Independent.

7. Citizen’s Award

Councillor Lavington had asked the parish council to consider making some award to Tony Bouverie. He is the
person seen daily picking up litter and leaves etc and  replacing supermarket trollies. It is suggested that Caterham
would be a much more untidy place without him and that his civic-mindedness should be recognised (if he would
like to receive such an award). Clerk was asked to find out details of a similar scheme operated by Tandridge.

8. Caterham Community Partnership Ltd

CCPL would prefer the parish councils to nominate one representative each to attend all CCPL Board meetings.
This is to ensure continuity and that the representative will be up to speed with activities. The representative will be
present as an observer and will only be able to participate in the meeting at the Chairman’s discretion. It is therefore
imperative that the representative is fully aware of the proceedings. Council resolved to rotate the councillors around
the meetings.

9. Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill

Request received from the Unlock Democracy Organisation for parish councils to write to their MPs asking them to
please sign Early Day Motion No 1545 in support of the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.
The Bill can be viewed at www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/104/2009104.pdf

Councillor Caudle would check whether Peter Ainsworth had already signed the bill and if not the council would
request him to do so.

10. Tandridge Voluntary Service Council AGM

Councillor Connolly would be attending the TVSC AGM.

11. Caterham & Warlingham Citizens Advice Bureau

Councillor Hammer and Caudle would attend the CAB AGM on Wednesday 30 th September at 8.00pm at the Soper
Hall. Clerk to confirm.

12. SCAPTC and Surrey Community Action Joint AGM

Councillor Caudle and possibly Councillor Dean would attend the SCAPTC and Surrey CA joint AGM on Tuesday
6th October at East Horsley Village Hall.

13. Tandridge Access Guide

Nobody from Council could attend the Tandridge DC and DisabledGo launch of an online directory, which will
provide information about access to 500 venues and services across Tandridge.

14. Surrey Hills Society Volunteers

Nobody from Council could assist by becoming a volunteer.
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15. SCAPTC Subscriptions 2010-2011

SCAPTC had forwarded proposals for subscriptions for next year which were based on a revised formula. As a
result Caterham Valley would have to pay an increase of £101.84. Council objected to the increase on the following
grounds:
 When Surrey merged with Sussex it was suggested that over the years Surrey subscriptions would reduce

whilst those for Sussex would increase yet the proposals would result in Caterham Valley paying the third
highest increase of any council

 The problem is with the band split – either the bands need to be narrower or there needs to be a more
equitable split between amounts paid per elector on each band.

7.1 Clerk’s Report – Part 2 for information

1. Bus 541/542 Extensions

It has been confirmed that the bus will serve all stops along the route even though the timetable only shows selected
stops as timing points only.

2. Community Gang

Confirmation has been received from Surrey CC that the parish Council’s requests for work has been received and
will be included on the next visit to the area which is planned for the week commencing 21 st September. However
the Clerk’s request to remove vegetation and nettles which were hindering access the parish notice board has already
been actioned.

3. Caterham Road Closure

Surrey CC is making a temporary traffic order to prohibit any vehicle from entering that point of the A22, Caterham
By Pass  at  its  junction with  Godstone Road. Access  for emergency vehicles,  residents  and pedestrians  will  be
maintained at all times. The order is to carry out essential drainage clearance works. This will come onto force on 14
September for a period of 12 months. However the works are expected to last 4-6 weeks between the hours of 20.00
and 06.00. The prohibition will only operate when the relevant traffic signs are displayed. The alternative route for
all vehicles will be via the B2030 Godstone Road and the B2208 Croydon Road.

4. Clerk’s Diary

Clerk would be attending the Rotary District  1250 Conference in Jersey from Wednesday 16th September  until
Monday 21st September and would be on holiday from Tuesday 29th September until  Tuesday 6th October. This
would not impinge on the Parish Council meetings.

5. Important Dates for your Diaries

07 Sep Caterham Community Partnership BR/HH
09 Sep CVPC Meeting ALL
14 Sep Business Partners Meeting HH
24 Sep Tandridge Planning Committee
30 Sep Tandridge Voluntary Service Council AGM BC
30 Sep Caterham & Warlingham CAB AGM HH/JC
05 Oct Caterham Community Partnership BR/JC
06 Oct SCAPTC AGM JC/MD
06 Oct Surrey Community Action AGM JC/MD
14 Oct CVPC Meeting ALL
22 Oct Tandridge Planning Committee
26 Oct Caterham Festival AGM JC
28 Oct ESPLG Meeting
02 Nov Caterham Community Partnership BR/MD
11 Nov CVPC Meeting ALL
19 Nov Tandridge Planning Committee
07 Dec Caterham Community Partnership BR/PL
09 Dec CVPC Meeting All
17 Dec Tandridge Planning Committee
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7.2 Chairman’s Report

Councillor Hammer reported on the following:
 The result of the Morrison’s car park meeting was not satisfactory. Clerk was asked to write to Inspector

Burtenshaw to express the Council’s disappointment at the statement by Police Officers in attendance that
they did not have enough staff to prevent the anti social behaviour which had resulted in Morrisons closing
the car park half an hour after the store closes. As a result a facility which was utilised by many had been
lost due to the irresponsible behaviour of a few.

 As a result of the closure of the post box outside the post office there were now no postal facilities in the
Valley once the post office was closed. Andrew Browne was going to write to Royal Mail asking for a new
post box in the Valley. Councillor Hammer would follow up.

 Councillors were asked to walk their designated streets to look out for items for the Community Gang.
 Councillor Caudle would take photos of Councillors Dean, Lavington and Lincoln at the next meeting for

the Parish website.

7.3  Parish Councillors’ Reports

Councillor  Lincoln  had  received  complaints  from  residents  regarding  an  apparent  gardening  business  being
conducted from 36 Harestone Hill  which resulted in vehicles and employees congregating in the mornings and
evenings. It was believed that there were restrictions on most if not all property deeds to the effect that they should
be residential only. Clerk was asked to raise the matter with Tandridge.

8. Finance

8.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting :

Caterham URC Room hire   £26.00
Broker Network Ltd Increased insurance premium   £25.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance                £427.26
Viking Direct Stationery £106.66
HM Revenue & Customs Income Tax & NIC £689.02

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

None

8.2 Review of Expenditure 2009-10

Receipts and Payments for August to be reviewed and approved.

8.3 Other Financial Matters

Clerk reported that de Stafford School had attained specialist status in Maths and IT and as a result the Council
would now have forward the promised £1,000 sponsorship.

9. Correspondence

Tandridge Press Releases
 Tandridge Dog Walker Watch
 Council evicts tenant for causing a nuisance

Tandridge List of Delegated Action – 27th August 2009
 Planning Committee

Tandridge Planning Committee – 27th August 2009
Surrey CC Rights of Way and Countryside Access Annual Report 2008-2009
Surrey Hills Society Views Edition 4 – Summer 2009 (for distribution at the meeting)

Chairman: Date:
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