
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15TH JULY 2009

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor H. Hammer – Chairman District Councillor J. Ingham
Councillor J. Caudle
Councillor M. Dean
Councillor M. Lincoln
Councillor J. Servant

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence

Councillor  P.  Lavington;  Mr.  W.  Ridley;  County  Councillor  S.  Marks;  District  Councillors  M.  Cooper  & B.
Connolly.

2. Public Participation

Four  local  residents  attended,  all  concerned  about  planning  application  TA/2009/132. Mr  David  Barber of
Foxburrow Lodge, Harestone Valley Road; Jane Cowcross of Harestone Valley Road; and Mahala Turnbull of
War Coppice House (representing the War Coppice Residents’ Association) commented:
 Residents found out about the application by luck as very few were notified by Tandridge DC; the notice at

View Point has got damp and folded over so it is illegible
 Very worried, particularly about the Green Belt issues
 Hard surfacing on the bridleway would result in increased flooding problems in Harestone Valley Road
 They suspect the building is designed to convert to a clubhouse for a golf course
 Warlingham and de Stafford schools are both full so developers should contribute to school places

3. Reports Part 1

3.1 County Councillors’ Report.
Councillor Marks had submitted a written report on the following subjects:
 Work was  progressing  on the  new youth  facility  and it  was  hoped that  a  visit  for  parish  and district

councillors could be arranged in September.
 The repair and replacement of various salt bins was in hand and a complete review was being undertaken.
 The Community  Gang had been asked to  remove signs  to  the old  Adult  Education Centre  and Social

Services Department from the lamp post opposite Farningham.
 The Community Day held in Stafford Road was  a great success  with  many people turning up to help

including Tandridge District amenity workers and the local Scouts who should be congratulated for their
contributions.

 A meeting was being held on 30th July to discuss the various problems caused by Morrison’s decision to
close the car park in the evenings.

 Action is required to resolve the flooding problems at the junction of the Godstone Road and the A22
bypass.

 Caterham Community Partnership is up and running and both Councillor Marks and Councillor Cooper
have been appointed Directors. The Shop Smart loyalty scheme is to be launched in August.

 The Caterham Valley Library is being refurbished following the allocation of quite a large sum of money.
 The General Post Office has decided to close the post box outside the front door. The only alternative post

box when the Post Office is closed is inside Morrisons and when the store is closed there is no other option
in the centre of town.

 Councillor Marks has never supported a fortnightly rubbish collection. This has been misreported by the
Independent Newspaper. We are very proud of our weekly bin collection and Tandridge District Council
should be congratulated for having listened to the residents who clearly value this service.

 Councillor Marks has been appointed to the Surrey Police Authority as a County Council appointee, and is
very concerned that as a result of the government capping, the county will have to be r-billed – an exercise
which  will  cost  in  excess  of  the  amount  that  has  been  deemed  to  be  over  and  above  the  maximum
chargeable.  This  is  clearly nonsense  and  another  blow for  a  Surrey authority  which  is  already poorly
funded by central government.

3.2 District Councillors’ Reports

Councillor Connolly had submitted a written report on the following subjects:
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 District Councillors are working with senior TDC officers and local interested parties to find a solution
which will bring the Soper Hall back to its former glory.

 A copy of the Draft Concept Statement for the Marie Curie site, which had been put together by RPS, the
company engaged by local residents, and expanded by TDC officers. This has now been sent back to RPS
for discussion with the residents. The document will then be sent to Marie Curie for their agreement and
will hopefully be brought to the Planning Policy Committee in September. Council was concerned that it
had not been included in the consultation on the draft statement.

 Discussions on the planning application at Ten Acre Shaw had been held with the Deputy Director and the
officer responsible for the application following several concerns raised by residents.

 The Stafford Road Action Day had been very successful and residents consulted were very happy to see the
named changed from Stafford Recreation Ground to Stafford Park. Council will now pursue this change.
Alternative sources of funding for the MUGA are still being sought in the event that the People’s Millions
application is unsuccessful.

 The  East  Surrey  Museum  had  identified  finding  alternative  sources  for  funding  the  work  currently
undertaken by the Curator as a priority over other requirements.

Councillor Caudle had attended the NOTY meeting – the minutes had been circulated to Parish Councillors earlier
today; these included confirmation that Stafford Road playground would receive £50,000 funding from Playbuilder
next year (this is for playground equipment, not the proposed MUGA).  Most of the residents at the Stafford Road
Action Day were very pleased about this.  Police advice on that day was that Stafford Road would not be a suitable
location for a Youth Shelter – a more visible site such as Timber Hill would be more appropriate.

Councillor Ingham reported that  rebilling of Council  Tax was now almost  certain following the capping of the
Surrey Police part of the precept – this would be formally agreed next week. Regarding the Community Gang, the
Clerk had reported the bottom bench on Harestone Hill; and Councillor Ingham had raised problems with brambles
in Commonwealth Road.

4. Planning

4.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 8th June – Friday 12th June

TA/2009/595/TPO Fern Towers, Harestone Hill Council had no comment
TPO 29 (C & W) – Fell 1 Beech tree. Raise crown of 2 Lime trees, 2 Beech & 1 Norway Maple tree to 5.5m over
road. Prune canopy of 1 Yew tree to achieve 2m clearance from adjacent building. Raise crown of 1 Beech tree to
5.5m over road and reduce length of branches over road by unspecified amount. Crown reduce canopy of 1 Beech
tree by 25% & raise crown to 5.5m over road. Remove broken & hanging branches from 1 Beech tree.

TA/2009/649 20 Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Excavation and levelling of rear garden, erection of retaining wall and construction of steps and terrace.

 TA/2009/499 20 Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Excavation and levelling of rear garden, erection of retaining wall and construction of steps and terrace. (Certificate
of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 15th June – Friday 19th June

TA/2009/214 305 Stafford Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey rear extension.

TA/2009/634 4 Church Walk Council had no comment
Display of non-illuminated fascia sign to front elevation.

TA/2009/519 26 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Erection of retaining wall  to  the  rear  of  the  property,  erection of  gables  over  windows  to  front  elevation and
alterations to rear roof.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 22nd June – Friday 26th June
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TA/2009/132 Land at Ten Acre Shaw, West of Public Footpath No. 184
Erection of detached dwelling with  linked  store/garage  providing staff  accommodation over.  Formation of new
driveway with associated works and erection of gates. Alterations to public right of way.
Council commented as follows:

1. Any development of this site for residential use would be, by definition, inappropriate development in the
Green Belt.

2. The design of this proposal is inappropriate for the area and certainly does not warrant an exception to
the Green Belt policy.

3. The Public Bridleway is unsuitable for “improvement” for use by vehicles, which would make it unsafe
for both walkers and horse riders.

4. Any hard surfacing on the bridleway would be likely to result in increased flash flooding problems in
Harestone Valley Road and the surrounding properties during periods of heavy rainfall.

5. Contrary to the statement in question 14 of the application form, this development certainly will have an
adverse effect on protected species and habitat.  In particular it is noted that the application documents
include  a  survey  of  flora  and  fauna from November  2006,  which  states  (inter  alia)  that  a  further
botanical survey will be necessary in Mid April – Mid May.  This further survey has not been submitted.

6. The proposed wall and access gate would be a barrier to the movement of wildlife.

7. The  applicant  states  that  there  is  no  relevant  previous  planning  history.   In  1988  there  was  an
application for a golf course; the refusal of planning permission was upheld at a public enquiry.

8. A  nine-bedroom house  implies  a  considerable  number of  residents,  and  there  would  need  to  be  a
contribution to educational and medical facilities.

9. The Access and Design Statement (paragraph C.2) states that the local Parish Council is aware of the
application and has been consulted.  This is not the case – Caterham Valley Parish Council was totally
unaware of these proposals until the planning application was received in June 2009.  Nor are we aware
of any local neighbours who were involved in any prior consultation.

The Clerk was also asked to contact Tandridge DC with our concerns about the notice at View Point (see public
participation above) and a suggestion that such notices should be laminated.

TA/2009/672 87 Harestone Valley Road Council had no comment
Demolition of conservatory. Erection of part two storey, part single storey rear extension and infill  extension of
existing rear balcony incorporating a dormer window.

TA/2009/697 White Hill Cottage, 4 War Coppice Road Council had no comment
Erection of detached garage/garden store to the North East of dwelling (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed
Development).

TA/2009/463 14 Godstone Road Council had no comment
Change of use of 1st and 2nd floors from single residential unit to 2 x 1-bed flats.

TA/2009/528 The Beeches, Gravelly Hill Council had no comment
Erection of detached double garage.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July

TA/2009/492 12 Woodland Way Council had no comment
Infills to rear, new porch, new dormer to rear with internal alterations.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 6th July – Friday 10th July

TA/2009/707 43 Newstead Rise Council had no comment
Retention of summer house, raised decking and garden store beneath, and erection of pergola and boundary fencing.

TA/2009/747/TPO Road to rear of 9 The Copse Council had no comment
TPO 99 (T) – Fell 1 Maple.
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4.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2008/1363 50 Tupwood Lane
Demolition of existing house and garage and erection of 2 x 4 bedroom detached houses, each with integral double
garage.

4.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2008/1170 126-128 Harestone Hill Appeal dismissed
Demolition of existing dwellings. Erection of 6 dwellings with detached double garage.

TA/2008/1172 126-128 Harestone Hill Appeal allowed
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 12 dwellings (comprising 6 x 3 bed, 3 x 4 bed & 3 x 5 bed dwellings) with
associated garaging and parking and access onto Bradenhurst Close.

TA/2008/1213 124 Harestone Hill Appeal allowed
Demolition of dwelling. Erection of 2 dwellings.

TA/2009/403 4 War Coppice Road Cert.Prop.Use.Allowed
Erection of chimney stack to East elevation (Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed Development).

TA/2009/404 4 War Coppice Road Cert.Prop.Use.Refused
Erection  of  single  storey  detached  outbuilding  to  rear  garden  (Certificate  of  Lawfulness  for  a  proposed
Development).

TA/2009/406 1 Weald Way Refused
Erection of two storey extension to West elevation.

TA/2009/405/TPO 24 Eothen Close Approved by letter
TPO 1 1995 (T) – Crown reduce 5 trees to previous reduction points.

TA/2009/386 6 Timber Hill Road Approved (full)
Formation of vehicular access.

TA/2009/350/TPO The Hill, Church Hill Approved by letter
TPO 24 (C & W) – Fell 1 Ash tree and replant.

5. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 10th June were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

6. Matters arising:

1. Harestone Hill Bench

David Curl, Surrey’s Local Highways Manager for Tandridge has confirmed that the proposed bench at the junction
of Harestone Hill and Grange Road is acceptable to Surrey Highways. He has asked to be contacted again when we
are ready to install the bench in order to agree the exact position. He will also arrange for utility company plans for
the installation contractor prior to installation.

Clerk has ordered a new Balmoral bench engraved CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL at a total cost of
£332.67 plus VAT to be delivered to Councillor Hammer prior to installation.

The Clerk would be asked to enquire from Tandridge DC about the possibility of placing a rubbish bin next to the
new bench.

2. Marie Curie Site

Councillor Lavington was to check whether there were any restrictive covenants on the building or the site.

3. Council Photos

The Chairman would like councillors to have their photos taken at the August meeting. Councillor Caudle to act as
photographer.
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7. Design Statement

Councillor Caudle forwarded the Council’s proposed changes to Paul Newdick’s draft document on Harestone and
Woldingham Policy Areas – Character Appraisals and Design Guidance, and these have been incorporated in the
revised draft.

However  following  the  appeal  decision on 126-128 Harestone  Hill,  it  would  appear  that  the  existing  planning
policies did not stand up to inspection and there is concern as to what effect this will have on the Design Statement.
Councillor Lavington, who attended the appeal, had circulated a note on the appeal process and the Chairman has
contacted Paul Newdick to ask what the implications are; his response is awaited on his return from holiday.

8.  Reports Part 2

8.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Caterham Community Partnership Ltd

It was felt that there could be a conflict of interest if a Parish Councillor became a Director of the CCPL which
would prevent the nominated councillor from taking part in discussions at parish council meetings on the activities
and  funding  of  CCPL .It  is  therefore suggested  parish  councils  would  only sit  in  an advisory capacity on the
management committee. Council agreed this and the Clerk would be asked to advise the CCPL.

Clerk has confirmed to CCPL that council has allocated the sum of £15,000 towards town centre improvements
within the boundaries of Caterham Valley and that this sum will be made available to CCPL for the purpose of
obtaining matching grants from other organisations.

2. Caterham Valley Public Library

Clerk has been advised that the library will close on Saturday 18th July at 1.00pm for refurbishment and will not
reopen until  Tuesday 7th August at 9.00am. It was agreed to direct applications to Caterham Hill Public Library
during this period

3. Training for Power of Wellbeing
It was agreed that it  was not relevant for Councillors to attend this training at present,  as the Council  does not
qualify to use these powers.

8.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. ABC Project

Clerk has received confirmation of receipt of the Council’s donation of £500 for furthering the work of the ABC
Project.

2. Youth Funding

Boots has advised that it is unable to assist with funding for the youth project.

3. Morrison’s Car Park

Councillor Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest as a member of the PCC of St John’s Church, and
remained in the meeting for this item.  Meeting has been arranged at the Soper Hall at 2.00pm on Thursday 30 th July
to discuss Morrison’s decision to close the car park half an hour after store closes. However the Miller Centre is
advising its patrons that Morrisons has agreed that patrons of the theatre can continue to park as usual during the run
of Katherine Howard and for the 2009/10 season and that no-one will be locked in providing they leave the car park
by 11.00pm.  It is understood that Morrisions are considering use of a camera system for recording cars in and out
(as at their Reigate branch), rather than the current parking attendants – the Council would be concerned if this
means that the three-hour limit will apply after 5.30pm.  The Chairman has established that the URC rely on use of
the carpark for about 10 large events per year; St John’s Church and Hall have a much greater problem and have
submitted a document to the Parish Council summarising their situation, and it was agreed that Councillor Servant
will take the concerns of both churches to the meeting.

4. South East Market Towns

Caterham Meets Storington is the winner of the Partnership & Strategic Working Category of the South East
Market Towns Awards Presentation. Chris Windridge has been invited to attend the ceremony to accept the award
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and to give a brief presentation along with the other category winners (four in all) before the overall South East
winner is declared.

5. Local Bus Services

A number of local bus service changes have been announced and these include a new commercial service between
Oxted and Caterham Mondays to Fridays.

6. Surrey Hills Society

Copies of the Surrey Hills Management Plan Executive Summary and Surrey Hills Views have been received. They
were distributed to Councillors at the meeting.
7. Important Dates for your Diaries

15 July CVPC Council Meeting All
16 July Planning Committee
24 July Last date for making records available to public BR
30 July Morrison’s Car Park Meeting JS
31 July Annual Return to be with Auditors BR
03 Aug Caterham Community Partnership
12 Aug CVPC Council Meeting All
27 Oct Caterham Festival AGM All

8.2 Chairman’s Report
The Chairman visited de Stafford School, together with Councillors Caudle and Servant, and they were given a very
detailed tour by the headmaster.  This was very useful and interesting.

Councillors felt that the stall at the Carnival was not very productive.  However we should consider arranging for a
table in Church Walk if we have a particular issue to consult on in the future.

8.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports
Councillor Servant had attended a meeting on the Hoppa Bus proposals.  There would be a one-year trial of an
extended evening service, on a one-way circular route from the Station – High Street – Barracks – Burntwood Lane
– Croydon Road – Station.  The fare would be £1.40 for adults and £1 for children.  The cost would be £9,000 for
the year  and the Hill  Parish are  likely  to be contributing about  half the cost  and seeking substantial  publicity;
however it was agreed that we must ensure that our contribution is also publicised.

Councillor Dean had suffered a robbery of materials briefly left unattended outside her house, but reported that the
police response had been excellent.

9. Finance

9.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting :

Caterham URC Room hire   £26.00
Surrey Crimestoppers Donation   £50.00
How Green Nursery Hanging Baskets                £624.28
NALC Local Council Review subscription   £13.50
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance                £427.26

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

None

9.2 Review of Expenditure 2009-10

Receipts and Payments for June were reviewed and approved.

10. Correspondence

The following documents had been received and were available at the meeting:
Tandridge News Release:
 Council flies flag for armed forces
 Fly-tipper’s appeal dismissed
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 Prestigious awards for local building projects
 Residents give their views about where they live
 Fly-tipper sent to prison
 Tandridge News through your door

Tandridge Planning Committee – 18th June 2009
Tandridge List of delegated action taken – 24th June 2009
 Planning Committee

East Surrey Transport Committee – 8th July 2009
Caterham Valley Business Partnership – 13th July 2009
Tandridge Planning Committee – 16th July 2009

Chairman: Date:
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