
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 2009

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor H. Hammer – Chairman County Councillor S. Marks
Councillor J. Caudle District Councillor B. Connolly
Councillor M. Dean District Councillor M. Cooper
Councillor P. Lavington District Councillor J. Ingham
Councillor M. Lincoln Mr. W. Ridley - Clerk
Councillor J. Servant

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Hammer was nominated by Cllr Lavington, seconded by Cllr Lincoln and duly elected as Chairman.

2. Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Lincoln was nominated by Cllr Hammer, seconded by Cllr Lavington and duly elected as Vice Chairman

3. Apologies for absence

There were no apologies

4. Public Participation

There were no members of the public present.

5. Presentation on Shop Local

Chris Windridge, Chairman of “A Better Caterham Project”, gave a presentation on the Shop Local project whereby
the  public  would  be  asked  to  subscribe  to  a  loyalty  card  which  would  entitle  them to  special  rewards  from
participating shops. He also asked the Council if it would release £500 from the Town Centre Improvement Fund
towards  the  cost  of  printing  posters  for  display  in  participating  shops  and  also  for  leaflets  which  were  to  be
distributed to  14,000 households  with  additional  copies  being  placed in  libraries and shops.  Council  agreed to
consider this request under Clerk’s Report.

Cllr  Ingham would enquire  whether  welcome packs for residents moving into  the area could possibly be made
available by Tandridge DC.

Chris Windridge stated that there had been a very productive meeting with Surrey CC. Roger Archer-Reeves would
be the figure head project Manager with a new appointee to be nominated as the working project manager. Vince
Sharp had been appointed as the co-ordinator by Tandridge DC and Random Greenway had agreed to be the ABC
nominated Project Manager.

6. Reports Part 1

6.1 County Councillors’ Report

Cllr Marks reported on the following:
 The flood prevention works in Croydon Road had been completed and we await a large downpour to see if

they have been successful.
 The planning application for the new youth centre was due to go before committee in May and Cllr Marks

would speak in support of the proposal.
 The facilities at the youth centre would include counselling on drug/alcohol abuse, sexual health, teenage

pregnancy and other problems. There would also be a drop in café for all young people so the facility
would cater for both targeted and ordinary young people.

 The St Catherine’s Hospice day service facility had started at Dormers.

6.2 District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Ingham had been involved in the allotments situation which is discussed later and also with Cllr Caudle on the
Stafford Road Action Day.
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Cllr Cooper reported on the following:
 Under the Local Development Scheme, Tandridge was looking at replacing the Harestone Valley Policy.
 The Strategic Housing Development Plan was asking people to identify land for possible development. It

was hoped that sufficient land would be identified so as to be able not to encroach on the Green Belt.
 Tandridge tries to attach Section 106 conditions to planning applications wherever possible but Surrey CC

has stated that there was no problem with education. Cllr Marks stated that she would check on this.

Cllr Connolly reported on the following:
 She had attended a site meeting at Marie Curie with Cllr Caudle, Tandridge DC and Surrey CC. Marie

Curie was looking to develop the site without retaining the house. It was queried as to whether there were
any covenants attached to either the house or the land and Cllr Lavington agreed to conduct a land registry
search.

 The appeals on 124 and 126-128 Harestone Hill had been heard and the Inspector’s verdict was awaited.
 The NOTY letter requesting funding from local businesses had been prepared as had the application form

for Lottery Millions.
 The East Surrey Museum had received accreditation which would enable them to receive public funding.

Cllr Caudle expected to be on the same Tandridge DC committees as last year. She had prepared a paper on the
Stafford Road Action Day which was considered under Clerk’s Report

7. Planning

Councillor Hammer requested that in future this item be discussed after the District Councillor’s Reports.

7.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 13th April – Friday 17th April

TA/2009/350/TPO The Hill, Church Hill Council had no comment
TPO 24 (C & W) – Fell 1 Ash tree and replant.

TA/2009/338/TPO Roseneath Court, Greenwood Gardens Council had no comment
TPO 18 (C & W) – Crown lift 1 Yew to 3.5m and cut back from property by 1.5m. Cut back 1 Pine by 2m away
from property.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 20th April– Friday 24th April

TA/2009/386 6 Timber Hill Road Council had no comment
Formation of vehicular access.

TA/2009/394 High Beeches, Tupwood Scrubbs Road Council had no comment
Demolition of single storey side extension.  Erection of single storey extension to North elevation incorporating
excavation of basement level habitable room (Listed Building Consent).

TA/2009/404 4 War Coppice Road Council had no comment
Erection  of  single  storey  detached  outbuilding  to  rear  garden  (Certificate  of  Lawfulness  for  a  Proposed
Development).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 27th April – Friday 1st May

TA/2009/390 High Beeches, Tupwood Scrubbs Road
Demolition of single storey side extension.  Erection of single storey extension to North elevation incorporating
excavation of basement level habitable room.
Council objected to the application on the grounds that it was an inappropriate development in the Green Belt.

TA/2009/405/TPO 24 Eothen Close Council had no comment
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TPO 1, 1995 (T) – Crown reduce 5 trees to previous reduction points.

TA/2009/406 1 Weald Way Council had no comment
Erection of two storey extension to West elevation.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 4th May – Friday 8th May

TA/2009/381 13 Dome Hill
Erection of single storey extensions to South elevation and a two storey extension to North elevation. Erection of
pitched roof over existing flat roof extension to East elevation and alterations to single storey extension to the West
elevation.
Council objected to the application on the grounds that the design proposal was out of character with the local
streetscene.

TA/2009/348 Land between 85 & 93 Harestone Hill
Erection of detached 5-bedroom dwelling with integral garage and associated access and turning.
Council suggested that permitted development rights be removed due to the relationship with houses on either
side of the proposed development.

TA/2009/443 Barnfield, War Coppice Road
Continued use of site for the storage of scaffolding equipment.
Council objected to the application on the grounds that it is for an inappropriate operation within the Green Belt.

TA/2009/384 63 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Retention of alterations to shop front to incorporate new entrance door.

7.2 Planning Appeals

The following three appeals have been joined and were heard together at an informal hearing at the Council offices
on 12th May commencing. (Councillor Lavington represented the Council at this hearing):

1. TA/2008/1170 126-128 Harestone Hill
Demolition of existing dwellings. Erection of 6 dwellings with detached double garages.

2. TA/2008/1172 126-128 Harestone Hill
Demolition of existing dwellings. Erection of 12 dwellings (comprising 6 x 3-bed, 3 x 4-bed and 3 x 5-bed
dwellings) with associated garaging and parking and access onto Bradenhurst Close. (Outline).

3. TA/2008/1213 124 Harestone Hill
Demolition of dwelling. Erection of 2 dwellings.

.TA/2008/550 59 Stafford Road
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of 3 x 4-bed terraced dwellings with associated access to Stafford Road.
This appeal will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements and a site visit by an inspector.

7.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2008/1746 63 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Installation of kitchen ventilation system.

TA/2009/97 196 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Erection of single storey rear extension.

TA/2009/117 6 Farningham Road Cert.Prop.Use.Allowed
Erection of dormer window to side roofslope. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed Development).

TA/2009/151 39a Crescent Road Refuse
Erection of roof and dormer window extensions. Incorporating first floor balcony to front elevation.

TA/2009/167/TPO 3 The Copse Approved by letter
TPO 99 (T) – Crown reduce 6 Sycamore trees by 50%.

TA/2009/180 50 Tupwood Lane Refuse
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Demolition  of  existing  house  and  garage.  Erection  of  4  x  3  bedroom  terraced  houses  with  parking  and
refuse/recycling store.
8. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 11th March were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

9. Matters arising:

1. Allotments

Clerk had contacted Steve Hyder, Amenity Contracts Officer at Tandridge, who had asked that Mr Roberts contact
him direct and he will do all he can to help provide a suitable site for an allotment.  Steve Hyder will contact the
Downlands Countryside Trust over the possible use of the Tillingdown open space for the provision of allotments.
This information has been passed to Mr Roberts by Councillor Ingham. Councillor Servant was not in favour of
utilising the Tillingdown open space for allotments due to the environmental impact on the site but Council resolved
to await a response from Steve Hyder.

2. Harestone Hill Bench

Councillors were to look for a suitable site near to the destroyed concrete bench and it was suggested that outside the
Herons Wood Nursing Home on the corner of the pavement might be a possibility.  Clerk to obtain views from
Tandridge DC and Surrey CC and to ascertain whether planning permission would be necessary. Cllr Dean would
gauge local opinion. Subsequently copies of correspondence received between Dr Wilson, a resident on Harestone
Hill, and Tandridge re the loss of this bench and another one at the bottom of Harestone Hill next to the post box. Dr
Wilson, who is pregnant, used to stop and rest on the benches on her way up the Hill. Clerk has written to Dr Wilson
explaining the situation with regard to the first bench and promising that the Council will investigate the second
bench. Tandridge to be asked to remove concrete stumps of old concrete bench as they were dangerous and also
whether they could repair the second bench.

3. Youth Funding

Cllr Connolly had produced final application form which was then signed by Cllrs Connolly and Hammer and the
Clerk. Cllr Dean would arrange next day delivery on Thursday morning so that the document would be received by
noon on Friday.

10.  Reports Part 2

10.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Request for New Street Name

Tandridge has received from the developer suggestions of Spire Close or Churchview Close as the street name for a
new development of 14 dwellings at the rear of 51-55 Crescent Road. Whilst not objecting to either of these Council
preferred Rectory Close as the new rectory was within the proposed development.

2. Chairman’s Planning Seminar

The Chairman of the Planning Policy Committee has invited members of and clerks to Parish Councils to a seminar
on current planning topics to be held on Wednesday 10th June at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber at Oxted. Due to
space restrictions attendance is limited to a maximum of three per Parish Council. This clashes with the Council’s
monthly meeting but it was deemed worthwhile to send a representative to this meeting and Cllrs Lavington and
Lincoln both agreed to attend.

3. Age Concern Caterham & District AGM

Invitation received to attend Age Concern’s 60th AGM to be held on Tuesday 9th June at 2.30pm at the Douglas
Brunton Centre. Cllr Dean agreed to attend.

4. SCAPTC

Clerk has to advise SCAPTC of the names of the new Chairman, Cllr Hammer, and the two representatives to the
Association’s AGM. Cllrs Caudle and Dean were nominated as the Council representatives.

5. Shop Local
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Council discussed Chris Windridge’s request for £500 to be released from the Council’s allocated fund of £10,000
for Town Centre Improvements.  Council felt that leaflet costs for the Shop Local project did not fall  within the
original remit which was for physical improvements to the town centre e.g. street furniture – something which the
Council could point out for many years to come as having been provided with money from the Council. However
the Council do appreciate the need to promote local businesses and had therefore agreed to donate £500 from its
Miscellaneous projects budget for the Shop Local leaflets.

6. Stafford Road Action Day

Cllr Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in this item. Cllr Caudle had provided the Council with
details of the Action Day planned for Saturday 20th June. This included the provision of a Biffa truck and staff at a
cost of approx. £1,000 and the production of posters and leaflets advertising the event.  The Parish Council were
asked to provide £500 towards the cost of these items. Council agreed in principle to contribute towards the costs
involved subject to receipt  of a budget for the event  and to Tandridge DC finding a long term solution to the
problem as the Council did not want to be put in the position of having to contribute to this on an annual basis. Clerk
was asked to write to Paul Barton and Elaine Burtenshaw asking for a budget so that the Council might consider this
at its next meeting on Wednesday 10th June when a final decision would be taken on the amount of the Council’s
contribution.

10.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. SCAPTC General Meeting

The next meeting of the Association will take place on Saturday 30th May at 2.00pm at East Horsley Village Hall.

2.  Flood Prevention Works – Croydon Road

The following report was issued by the Surrey Highways Project Manager to Councillor Marks:

I am pleased to say all operations onsite have been completed.

A new chamber has been created outside Quadrant House where the pipe running parallel to Croydon Road turns to
pass beneath the building to join the drain running along the service road to the rear. This has enabled us to jet the
pipe beneath the building where there had previously been a blockage and I am assured all pipes are now clear and
in good working order.

In conclusion, surface water received within the headway of Mount Pleasant is now drained by two separate positive
systems,  both of which are in working order.  Due to the slack falls  on the original system, it  is susceptible  to
blockage  but,  following  our  works,  can be more readily  maintained.  The second system may be regarded as a
standby but is more than adequate to cope when called upon.

3. Road Closures

Tandridge has received an application seeking a road closure for a Summer Party in Greenwood gardens on 11 th July
2009. This event is held regularly and no problems have been experienced since the road is a cul-de-sac and the
closure is intended to be effective beyond the entrance to the garages. Full consultation will be undertaken with the
Police and Highways.

4. Important Dates for your Diaries

Apr/May ABC Joint Funding Presentation All
13 May Design Statement Meeting All
13 May CVPC Council Meeting All
21 May Planning Committee
22 May/28 June Caterham Festival All
26 May Independent Internal Audit Review BR
30 May SCAPTC General Meeting JC
09 June Age Concern AGM MD
10 June Chairman’s Planning Seminar PL/ML
10 June CVPC Council Meeting All
13 June Caterham Carnival All
18 June Planning Committee
08 Jul CVPC Council Meeting All
16 Jul Planning Committee
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10.2 Chairman’s Report

Cllr Hammer reported on the following:
 Expenses  for  refreshments  at  the  Annual  Meeting totalled £24.44 and a  claim for  reimbursement  was

submitted.
 The Hill Parish Newsletter cost £300 to print 5,000 copies.
 Council would be sharing a pitch with the Hill PC at the Caterham Carnival and volunteers were required

to man the stall.
 Mr Phillips, head teacher at de Stafford, had issued an invitation to have a visit around the school.

10.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Servant said that she would not nominate Croydon Road as the worst road in the Valley as the surface was not
too bad, but it was the gutters that needed attention. Cllr Servant would liaise with Cllr Marks on this subject.

Cllr.  Lincoln reported a case  where  a local businessman  had walked  into  Caterham police station to report an
incident but was advised that he should contact the call centre. It was resolved that this would be raised at the next
police forum.

11. Finance

11.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting :

Caterham URC Room hire   £26.00
Broker Network Ltd Annual insurance premium £837.82
Viking Direct Stationery   £32.35
Surrey Hills Society Membership renewal   £15.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance                £427.26
H. Hammer Refreshments for annual meeting   £23.44

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

W. H. Smith Copy paper   £14.96

11.2 Review of Expenditure 2007-08

Receipts and Payments for April were reviewed and approved.

11.3 Other Financial Matters

Annual Return Sections 1 and 2 (part of the external audit requirements) and the Bank Reconciliation at 31st March
2009 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. The Variance Report for 2008-09
was also approved by the Council.

12. Correspondence

The following documents had been received and were available at the meeting:
Tandridge News Release:
 Chairman’s golf day raises over £2,500
 Fined for failing to comply with an enforcement notice
 Don’t give to illegal clothing collection
 Make sure your name is on the register
 Apply now for a postal or proxy vote

Tandridge List of delegated action taken – 12th March 2009
 Development Control Committee

Tandridge Council Meeting – 30th April 2009
Tandridge Council Meeting – 14th May 2009
The Playing Field – Spring 2009
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