
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2009

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor H. Hammer – Chairman
Councillor J. Caudle
Councillor M. Dean
Councillor P. Lavington
Councillor M. Lincoln
Councillor J. Servant

In attendance: County Councillor S. Marks
District Councillor Connolly
District Councillor J. Ingham

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence Mr. W. Ridley – Clerk, District Councillor M. Cooper

2. Reports Part 1

2.1 County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Marks reported on the following:
 Contracts had been exchanged with regard to the youth facility and work will need to be carried out on the

building before internal works can begin, with the hope of it being opened early summer.
 The County budget has been fixed with an increase of 2.9%.
 De Stafford School is in the process of applying to become a specialist school in Maths and Computing and

is looking for funding.

2.2 District Councillors’ Report

Cllr Ingham reported that the TDC budget has not yet been agreed and that they had no money and were earning no
interest of investments.

Cllr Connolly reported on the following:
 North Tandridge Youth Committee is bidding for funding.
 Soper Hall discussions are still under way as to what its future will be.
 Meetings are taking place regarding the Marie Curie site and the involvement with St. Katherine’s Hospice

and the provision for palliative care.

Cllr Caudle attended the launch of the shop local initiative.

3. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 14th January were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

4. Matters arising:

1. Council Bench in Harestone Valley Road

Clerk advised Mr. Lidbury of the Council’s decision not to remove the bench based on the report received from
Inspector Burtenshaw.  Mr. Lidbury responded citing a number of incidents throughout Caterham including two
raids on Tesco as evidence that there was significant crime in the area and stated that he would ensure that locals in
the area reported any form of disturbance to the Police. He still felt very strongly that the bench was poorly sited and
for the good use it gets was a total waste of money. However this would appear to contradict his earlier statements
that the bench was a meeting point for all types of people whom he thought were spying on his property.

2. Marie Curie Hospice
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Reply received from Mr. Chris Butler, Chief Executive of Surrey Primary Care Trust, which he had copied to Tom
Hughes-Hallett, Chief Executive of Marie Curie, for him to respond as it is the Marie Curie Board of Trustees that
had decided not to provide a service that the PCT wishes to commission. He would like to reassure the Council that
Surrey PCT is taking urgent action to ensure that specialist palliative care services will still  be available in the
Caterham area. Currently they are negotiating with several specialist providers to ensure local people will continue
to have choices about where they receive their palliative care. This will include inpatient beds and day care as they
recognise that care at home is not always suitable for everyone. They are working closely with local GPs to ensure
that their needs are incorporated into the negotiations with providers. Their discussion include Mr Gordon Ridgway,
the Patient  Public  Representative  for  the  Practise  Based Commissioning Cluster  and  it  was  suggested  that  the
Council might like to contact him to ensure patient/carer views are included in the discussions.  Council decided that
the letter to the PCT was an appropriate response.

3. Marie Curie Site

A meeting had taken place on 21st January to discuss the planning issues relating to the future of the Marie Curie
hospice at Harestone House. Councillors Caudle and Servant represented the Parish Council at the meeting and the
minutes of the meeting have been distributed to Councillors.

4. EDF

As requested Clerk had written to David Hodge in his capacity as Chairman of the Transportation Select Committee
to express the Parish Council’s  concern about the EDF works in Croydon Road. Whilst  appreciating that  these
works are essential following all the power cuts that the local traders had suffered, the works were taking too long,
were causing congestion and were making matters worse for traders and retailers in the Valley. The Council asked
that he do all in his power to expedite the works for the benefit of all concerned. David Hodge replied Surrey has
now received the new Service Level Agreement and this will be discussed in Committee.  Once it has been accepted
a copy will be forwarded to the Parish Council.  He also reported that a meeting is to be rescheduled to discuss the
flooding problem in Croydon Road.  It may be due to the ‘build out’ of the pavement as well as the insufficient fall
in the drains under the road. Finally, he would like the Parish Council to report damaged or old lamp columns so
that he can arrange for removal.

5. Harestone Hill Bench

Tandridge had contacted the Police to try and identify the driver of the car responsible for demolishing the bench.
However the registration number given was unknown and there were no records of an incident occurring on 5 th

January in Harestone Hill. This may be due to the fact that an incident report or traffic accident report was not
created which can happen if there were no injuries in the collision. As they have no way of claiming any money
back and as the bench does not belong to them, all Tandridge can do is to remove the broken parts. Clerk inspected
the bench which was only a concrete slab without a back on two concrete posts set into the pavement. The slab had
been knocked off the posts and the left hand post had been demolished revealing the steel reinforcement rods which
fix into the pavement. It would not be possible to replace the bench with a normal wooden bench as the pavement is
very narrow here. Clerk has asked Tandridge for estimate on repair (or replacement of broken parts) of existing
bench, if possible their response is awaited.

5.  Reports Part 2

5.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Caterham Festival

Following the request for a grant which was discussed at the previous meeting Council had now received the budget
for  this  year’s  Caterham Festival  together  with  a  calendar  of  events  already  planned.  Cllr  Caudle  declared  a
prejudicial interest in that she is Treasurer of the Festival and left the room for the discussion of this item. Council
resolved to give The Festival Committee a grant of £500 towards the overall budget of £24,800.

It was suggested that perhaps the models of the Caterham Vision could be displayed at some of the events and as
requested Clerk spoke to Chris Windridge who thought it would be a good idea.

2. Caterham & District Carnival

Council had previously agreed to sponsor part of the cost of the performing Samba dance troupe as part of the
procession for this year’s Caterham Carnival with a grant of £100 and an invoice for this amount has now been
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received. Council was also asked whether it would like a presence on the field in the same way as the Hill Council.
Cllr Hammer to discuss with Caterham on the Hill Parish Council.

3. Stafford Road Recreation Ground MUGA

At very short notice, the Chairman was advised of the possibility of funding for a Multi Use Games Area at the
Stafford  Road  recreational  ground.  Applications  for  funding  from the  Youth  Opportunity  Fund  and  the  Youth
Capital Fund had to be made by local children and supported by a community organisation e.g. the Parish Council.
Any funds granted would be paid into the Council’s bank account and the Council would be responsible for paying
relevant bills. However the application had to be lodged by 9 th February. At some time local residents would have to
be consulted and a planning application would presumably have to be lodged. The Chairman consulted by telephone
with the Clerk and 2 other Councillors and agreed to sponsor the application.

4. Street Lighting

Surrey CC is installing new lighting throughout the County which provides the opportunity to put extra light into
areas where undesirables might gather. There is also the possibility to reduce light in certain areas where it adversely
impacts homes. The Chairman was asked to coordinate a parish response but the deadline date of 3rd February has
now passed. The Council felt it was given insufficient notice of such events for it to prepare an immediate response.
Cllr Hammer did email ABC/S2S and Caterham Valley Business Partnership who responded direct to Cllr Cooper.

5. Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

Clerk had completed  the  document  on the  above scheme  which  the Council  agreed to  adopt  at  the November
meeting  and  passed  a  copy to  Councillor  Caudle  to  put  on the  website.  However  under  Class  5  Policies  and
Procedures, the Council does not have formal policies on the following:
 Internal policies relating to delivery of services (as the Council does not deliver any external services e.g.

parks, cemeteries, Council may decide Standing Orders are sufficient).
 Equality & diversity policy
 Recruitment policy (there is only 1 employee – the Clerk but Council should have a policy in place)
 Information security policy
 Data protection policy

Council should decide whether it needs these policies and if so, put them in place.
Other policies required:
 Health & Safety (Council’s Risk Assessments may be deemed sufficient but in any case these need to be

approved annually)
 Policies  and  procedures  for  handling  requests  for  information  (Council  can  adopt  the  Information

Commission standard policy)
 Complaints procedures (Council would adopt the Tandridge scheme).

Council agreed that it would adopt policies and procedures referred above. Cllr Hammer to discuss with Caterham
on the Hill Parish Council.

6. Independent Remuneration Panel

Council  made  a  submission  to  the  Tandridge  Independent  Remuneration  Panel  that  Parish  Councils  should  be
allowed to pay a child care allowance to Councillors similar to that currently available to District Councillors. The
Panel has now published its report for the financial year commencing on 1st April 2009. Unfortunately it mistakenly
refers to comments received from Caterham-on-the-Hill PC instead of Caterham Valley PC which was subsequently
corrected by email. In the report the Panel acknowledged the anomaly that exists between the recommendations it
can make to District and Parish Councils regarding allowances to cover childcare and care of dependent relatives.
The Panel believes that the inability of any IRP to recommend the reimbursement of actual costs to Parish members
should be raised by the Parish Councils, through NALC, to Central Government. The Panel recommends a further
review of the Parish Council’s Allowance Scheme in 2010/11 or earlier should legislation change. Council asked
the Clerk to write to NALC and also ESPLG on this matter.

7. Reigate & Banstead BC – Core Strategy Submission Document

Paul  Newdick  had  advised  local  councils  in  Tandridge  that  Reigate  &  Banstead  has  been  identified  by  the
Government as a growth point and in the South East Plan as a Regional Hub. The Core Strategy will be seeking to
deliver the required levels of development (much higher than Tandridge) but at the same time seeking to protect the
environment and make sure there is adequate infrastructure in place. Although Councils may not feel that the plan
has that much bearing on their areas Mr Newdick suggests that Councils read it through to see if there are specific
areas  of  concern.  The  consultation  document  may  be  viewed  on  the  website  at http://www.reigate-
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banstead.gov.uk/public/news/4-32680.asp and consultation closes on 6th March.  Council decided to leave TDC to
respond.

5.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. Caterham Valley Design Statement

Clerk has discussed with Random Greenway the possibility of him joining the team to investigate and prepare the
Design Statement.  Whilst  he is  concerned at the level of commitment that might  be required he has reluctantly
agreed to join the team. Cllr Hammer will circulate the dates given by TDC to progress this project.

2. Parish Council Meeting in April

Clerk has confirmed that the April council meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 th April in Room 2 at the URC.
This is due to the fact that the council is unable to hold its meeting on the usual second Wednesday of the month (8 th

April) as the URC are not taking any bookings during Holy Week.

3. Annual Parish Meeting

Clerk has booked the Soper Hall on Thursday 7th May from 19.00 until 22.00 with the meeting scheduled to start at
19.45. There will be no charge for the room. Andy Parr has agreed to be the guest speaker and will talk about the
Caterham Festival.

4. Newsletter Distribution

Clerk has booked distribution of the next edition of the Council Newsletter with the April edition of the Caterham
Independent. Cllr Hammer asked for items to be forwarded to Cllr Caudle to assist in the publication.

5. ABC Presentation for Funding

Following discussions with Chris Windridge and the Hill Parish Council it has been agreed that Chris will present to
a joint meeting of the Parish Councils on the costs and where the money is to be spent. This will be sometime at the
end of April or beginning of May and all councillors are requested to attend.

6. Code of Conduct

Tandridge Monitoring Officer had devised a pocket guide regarding the Code of Conduct which also dealt with
planning issues as well. Copies were given to Councillors Dean and Lavington who were absent at the last meeting.

7. Asprey Fountain

Apparently there has been some discussion between the Fountain Committee and Tandridge District Council about
who owns the Fountain and whether any money is available for cleaning and improving the lettering and whether
the Parish Council wants to take responsibility for the Fountain. This subject was raised some years ago when the
Clerk established  that  Tandridge  owns  the Fountain  and is  responsible  for  its  maintenance.  Clerk has  obtained
copies of the following correspondence confirming this:
 Letter dated 25th April 1994 from B D Stearn, Director of Planning and Environment, stating “Tandridge

District Council would remain the owner of the Fountain and would be the licensee in respect of placing it
within the highway”.

 Letter dated 11th June 2003 from J. J. Bruce, Contracts Officer, Amenity Services stating “it appears that
whilst neither Surrey County Council nor ourselves can find any formal maintenance agreement,  it was
both parties intention that  Tandridge District  Council  should be responsible  for the maintenance of the
Asprey Fountain. Unfortunately Planning Department appear to have made this agreement without putting
any maintenance routine in place”.

Council agreed that The Asprey Fountain Committee should consider using the £400 balance for maintenance
and the Clerk would contact D Newland to ask him to contact TDC who own it.

11. Important Dates for your Diaries

11 Feb CVPC Council Meeting All
17 Feb Informal hearing – TA/2008/40 – 102 Stafford Road JS
23 Feb ABC/S2S HH
26 Feb Development Control Meeting
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11 Mar CVPC Council Meeting All
19 Mar Development Control Meeting
02 Apr Development Control Meeting
15 Apr CVPC Council Meeting All
23 Apr Development Control Meeting
Apr/May ABC Joint Funding Presentation All
07 May CVPC Annual Parish Meeting All

5.2 Chairman’s Report

Councillor Hammer reported on the following:
 Councillors were asked to focus over the next month on reporting pot holes to Cllr Hammer so that they

could be reported to the contact centre in one go.
 Councillors were also asked to report old or damaged lamp columns to Cllr Hammer to co-ordinate a

response to David Hodge.
  Articles for the newsletter should be sent to Cllr Caudle this month.
 Cllr Marks was asked to report back when the main roads were gritted during the inclement whether.

Also 5 roads in Harestone had empty salt bins and presumably so were the rest in the two Parishes.
Has  there  been  any  progress  with  the  developer  responsible  for  the  Grange  Road  re-surfacing.
Caterham School reported they gritted Harestone Valley Road to get the school open on Wednesday.

 An email  was  sent  to the police to ask about what  action was taken regarding the abandoned cars on
Church  Hill  after  the  snow had  gone  and  also  that  drivers  have  been  using  Harestone  Valley  Road
(bridleway) to learn to drive.

 Meeting with Caterham on the Hill Parish Council and S2S were cancelled due to the snow.

5.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

There were no reports.

6. Planning

6.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest  in all  the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions
she expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any
applications came before the Development Control Committee.

Application Acknowledged as Valid Monday 12th January – Friday 16th January

There were no applications for Caterham Valley.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 19th January – Friday 23rd January

TA/2008/1758 9 Godstone Road
Change of use from shop with ancillary workshop (Class A1) to Youth Centre (Sui generis) with internet café (Class
A1). Council resolved to support the application.

TA/2008/1771 8 Markville Gardens Council had no comment
Demolition of garage. Erection of single storey side/rear extension.

TA/2008/1772 160 Commonwealth Road Council had no comment
Formation of gable end and erection of dormer window to resulting rear roof slope (Certificate of Lawfulness for a
Proposed Use).

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 26th January – Friday 30th January

TA/2008/1690 12 Peregrine Cottage, Woodland Way Council had no comment
Erection  of  two  storey  infill  extension  to  rear  elevation  (Certificate  of  Lawfulness  for  a  Proposed  Use  or
Development).
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TA/2009/26 Former 135-137 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Variation of condition 15 of permission 2007/492 dated 17th July 2007, to remove any reference to ground source
heat pumps.
Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 2nd February – Friday 6th February

There were no applications for Caterham Valley

6.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2008/740 102 Stafford Road
Demolition of 102 Stafford Road. Erection of 3 x 3-bed houses with associated parking (5 spaces).
This appeal will be decided at an informal hearing on 17th February at 10.00 am.

The following three appeals have been joined and will be heard together:

TA/2008/1170 126-128 Harestone Hill
Demolition of existing dwellings. Erection of 6 dwellings with detached double garages.
This appeal will be decided at a public enquiry (date to be advised). All letters to be received by 23rd February

TA/2008/1172 126-128 Harestone Hill
Demolition  of  existing  dwellings.  Erection  of  12  dwellings  (comprising  6  x  3-bed,  3  x  4-bed  and  3  x  5-bed
dwellings) with associated garaging and parking and access onto Bradenhurst Close. (Outline).
This appeal will be decided at a public enquiry (date to be advised). All letters to be received by 23rd February

TA/2008/1213 124 Harestone Hill
Demolition of dwelling. Erection of 2 dwellings.
This appeal will be decided at a public enquiry (date to be advised). All letters to be received by 23rd February

TA/2008/765 50 Tupwood Lane
Demolition of existing dwelling and garage. Erection of a building comprising 7 x 2-bed flats with cycle & bin
stores, car parking and associated access from Tupwood Lane.
This appeal will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements and a site visit by an inspector. All
letters to be received before 26th February.

TA/2008/550 59 Stafford Road
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of 3 x 4-bed terraced dwellings with associated access to Stafford Road.
This appeal will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements and a site visit by an inspector. All
letters to be received before 18th March.

6.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2008/1464 13 Loxford Road Approved (full)
Erection of single storey rear conservatory.

TA/2008/1544 Former 71-75 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Sub-division of existing third floor 3-bed flat to 1 x 2-bed flat and 1 x 1-bed flat.

TA/2008/1556 15-17 Station Avenue Advertisement consent
Retention of 1 non-illuminated fascia sign and 1 internally illuminated projecting sign.

TA/2008/1590 Clareville Lodge, 1 Clareville Road Approved (full)
Erection of 1.8m fence above existing brick wall.

TA/2008/1595 White Hill Cottage, War Coppice Road Cert. Prop. Use. Allowed
Erection of single storey conservatory to the South elevation.

TA/2008/1616/TPO 51 Beechwood Road Split decision
TPO 11 (C & W) – Reduce crown of 1 Lime tree by 50% and thin canopy by 50%.

TA/2008/709 4 The Clares Approved (full)
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Erection of bay window extension.

7. Finance

7.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting :

Caterham URC Room Hire                 £26.00
Caterham & District Carnival Part sponsorship of dance troupe £100.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance                £420.86
Caterham Festival Grant towards running costs £500.00

Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

None

7.2 Review of Expenditure 2007-08

Receipts and Payments  for January were reviewed and approved. Cheque no. 558 for £65.00 referred to in the
previous minutes has now been cleared.

7.3 Other Financial Matters

The Chairman’s Allowance of £300 needs to be paid at the next meeting subject to Council’s approval. Council
resolved to apportion the allowance between the two Chairmen during the past year.

8. Correspondence

The following documents have been received and will be available at the meeting:
Tandridge News Release:
 Tandridge complains about appeal decisions
 Council calls for changes to housing finance
 Recycling goes weekly across the district
 Burstow school wins recycling poster competition
 Guilty of fly-tipping in Warlingham

Tandridge Council Meeting – 22nd January 2009
Tandridge Planning Policy Committee – 26th January 2009
Tandridge Community Services Committee – 27th January 2009
Tandridge Resources Committee – 28th January 2009
Tandridge List of delegated action taken – 29th January 2009
 Development Control Committee
 Housing Committee

Tandridge Housing Committee – 29th January 2009
Tandridge Development Control Committee – 5th February 2009
Tandridge Resources Committee – 17th February 2009

Chairman: Date:
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