
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH AUGUST 2008

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor P. Lavington – Chairman
Councillor H. Hammer
Councillor J. Caudle
Councillor M. Dean
Councillor M. Lincoln
Councillor J. Servant

In attendance Mr. W. Ridley – Clerk to the Council
County Councillor S. Marks
District Councillor B. Connolly
District Councillor M. Cooper

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Apologies for absence

 District Councillor J. Ingham

2. Reports Part 1

2.1 County Councillor’s Report

Councillor Marks reported that Kestrels Children’s Centre provided wrap around care and had received an award as
runner up in the country for the Child Care Team of the Year. This could be an item for the next edition of the
Newsletter. There will be a new facility which will provide a room for community hire and Councillor Marks wondered
whether the Parish Council could hold a meeting there at least once a year.

2.2 District Councillors’ Report

Councillor Cooper reported on the following:
 The Core Strategy was still with the Inspector and his report was not expected until September.
 The sub-committee of the Planning & Environment Committee are looking at Section 106 requirements for

infrastructure improvements which are directly affected by the development.
 The Caterham Town Centre Working Group was meeting on 4th September to hear proposals from the County

Council. (Details of this meeting had not been received by the Clerk who was asked to investigate).

Councillor Connolly reported on the impending appeals on 20 Harestone Hill and Wayside & 8 Tupwood Lane. Also
there had been a problem with the Loxford Way development which had gone beyond the line agreed.

Councillor Caudle reported that the developer of the Stafford Road sites had submitted new plans to the Appeal which
were substantially different to the original ones and which she believed should be treated as new applications but this
will be up to the discretion of the Inspector. Surrey Highways had withdrawn its objections to the proposals and
Councillor Marks would investigate the reasons.

3. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 9th July were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising:

1. Councillors’ Expenses

Clerk had written to the Assistant Chief Executive, Mr K Price, to ask if the Remuneration’s Panel would consider
making this allowance available to parish councillors or alternatively whether it would be possible to pay a basic
allowance to cover these expenses. To date no further information has been received. Clerk was asked to write to the
Chief Executive, Mr S. Weigel.
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2. Soper Hall Booking

As requested Clerk wrote to Tandridge following receipt of complaint by Cllr Dean stating that the Parish Council
would like to know why the hall was not available and what procedures are in place to cover such an eventuality. To
date there has been no response. Clerk was asked to write to Stuart Mitchenall who was dealing with the complaint.

3. December Council Meeting

Councillor Hammer reported that the Council meeting in December clashed with the Christmas Carol Concert at the
URC and asked whether the meeting should be held on another date. Clerk was asked to investigate the new facility at
Kestrels.

5.  Reports Part 2

5.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Newsletter

Council agreed to maintain existing format this year due to budgetary constraints and to continue with delivery by Royal
Mail. Clerk was asked to arrange deliveries in October 2008, April and October 2009.

2. Website

Following correspondence from James Flint who designed the Caterham-on-the-Hill website, Cllr Hammer requested
that this item be included on the agenda. Council agreed to defer this item.

3. Bus Stop at Marden Lodge

Letter received from Mr Pickford of 9 Burntwood Close about the bus stop which was moved 50 yards to the South side
of Greenhill Avenue but the bus shelter was left in the original position. Councillor Marks reported that the bus stop was
moved following a risk assessment which stated that there was not enough room for an anti skid patch, but that there was
not enough room for the shelter at the new position. Councillor Marks will investigate.

4. Surrey Countryside Access Forum

Council resolved not to nominate a candidate to join the Forum.

5. Proposed Changes to the Draft South East Plan

A copy of the Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South East (the South East
Plan) has been received together with supporting documents. Comments on these changes are now sought and should be
made on the relevant form by 24th October 2008. Councillors Lincoln and Hammer would review and report back at the
next meeting.

5.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. Surrey Hills Society

Invitation passed to Councillors to attend the launch party at the Guildhall, Guildford on Wednesday 17 th September at
7.00pm. Tickets are available at £10 each or £16 for 2 people to include refreshments, musical entertainment and wine
tasting. RSVP by 8th September. Councillor Caudle handed posters advertising the Society for the Clerk to display on the
Council notice boards.

2. Surrey Police Authority Finance & Related Issues

Information on the capping of the Surrey Police Budget and the long term financial issues for Surrey were distributed to
Councillors.

3. Caterham Valley Leisure Facilities

Councillor Caudle was the only one to respond and her list has been forwarded to Mike Keenan at Tandridge.
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4. Assessment of Complaints of Alleged Breaches of Code of Conduct

Since 8th May 2008 any complaint that a Councillor has breached the Code of Conduct should be addressed to the
Standards Committee at Tandridge DC. This has been publicised by a public notice in the Surrey Mirror and a web page
has been added to the District Council’s website.

5. Development Control Committee

The next meetings of the DCC are scheduled to take place on Thursday 28 th August, Thursday 18th September, Thursday
9th October and Thursday 30th October.

5.2 Chairman’s Report

There was no report.

5.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

Councillors Caudle and Dean had attended the SCAPTC AGM. Councillor Caudle will circulate report but there had
been talks on policing and the Surrey Hills Society.

Councillor Caudle reported that she had attended the inaugural meeting of the Caterham Festival which was planned for
May – June 2009 and that she had been elected Treasurer.

Councillor Servant would represent the Council on the appeals on the Stafford Road sites. Clerk handed over copies of
the letters to the Inspector to Councillor Caudle.

Clerk was asked to contact the Caterham Valley Business Partnership to see whether they had agreed to continue
sponsorship of the Asprey Planters particularly as their name plates were now attached to the planters.

6. Planning

6.1 Current Planning

Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in all the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions she
expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any applications
came before the Development Control Committee.

TA/2008/948 – 6 Loxford Road
Request received from Mr O’Regan of 6 Loxford Road for a copy of the minutes of the meeting at which the above
application was discussed. Clerk replied confirming that the application was discussed at the Parish Council meeting on
9th July but that the minutes could not be released to the public until they have been approved by the Council at the next
meeting on 13th August. Once approved the minutes would be displayed on the parish website. Alternatively the
council’s comments could be viewed on the Tandridge website.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 7th July – Friday 11th July

TA/2008/740 102 Stafford Road
Demolition of 102 Stafford Road. Erection of 3 x 3-bed houses with associated parking (5 spaces).
This was discussed at the previous meeting when the Council objected to the application.

TA/2008/911 Land to r/o 44 Tupwood Lane Council had no comment
Erection of detached dwelling (amendment to plot 14 approved under TA/2007/1531).

TA/2008/921 27a Crescent Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey extensions to North and South elevations.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 14th July – Friday 18th July

There were no applications for Caterham Valley
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Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 21st July – Friday 25th July

TA/2008/884 149 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Use of lower ground floor as a separate self contained flat (certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing Use).

TA/2008/897 Land rear of 51-55 Crescent Road Council had no comment
Erection of 3 storey building with accommodation in roofspace to provide 7 x 2 bed flats with refuse and cycle facilities,
4 x 4/5 bed houses with integral garaging, 1 x 3 bed dwelling, and 1 x 4bed dwelling with double garage (13 dwellings
in total) with parking, new access onto Crescent Road.

TA/2008/997 69 Godstone Road Council had no comment
Installation of Sky satellite dish.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 28th July – Friday 1st August

TA/2008/1089/TPO 12 Harestone Drive Council had no comment
TPO 3 (C & W) – Crown thin 1 Beech tree by 20% and lift crown to 5m over road.

TA/2008/941 War Coppice Lodge, War Coppice Road Council had no comment
Demolition of car port. Erection of single storey rear extension and first floor side extension.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 4th August – Friday 8th August

There were no applications for Caterham Valley

6.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2008/313 Land rear of 51-55 Crescent Road
Erection of 3 storey building with accommodation in roof space to provide 7 x 2 bed flats, 5 x 4/5 bed houses with
integral garaging and 2 x 3 bed houses (14 in total) with parking, new access onto Crescent Road and refuse facilities.
This appeal will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an
inspector. Letters to be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 14th August.

TA/2007/1814 130-166 Stafford Road
Demolition of 136-164 (evens) Stafford Road. Erection of 32 x 2-bed flats, 36 x 2-bed maisonettes and 15 x 3-bed
terraced dwellings. (Outline).
Clerk has written to the Planning Inspector reinforcing the Council’s objection.
Following discussions with the Council, developer has submitted amended plans which it is the intention to promote
at the forthcoming Public Local Inquiry.
Public hearing on 19th August at 10.00 am at Tandridge Council Offices, Oxted.

TA/2007/1815 184-198 Stafford Road
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 39 dwellings (20 x 2-bed maisonettes, 16 x 2-bed flats & 3 x 3-bed terraced
houses) with parking and access onto Stafford Road.
Clerk has written to the Planning Inspector reinforcing the Council’s objection.
Following discussions with the Council, developer has submitted amended plans which it is the intention to promote
at the forthcoming Public Local Inquiry.
Public hearing on 19th August at 10.00 am at Tandridge Council Offices, Oxted.

TA/2008/369 Land at 116,126 & 128 Harestone Hill
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 14 dwellings comprising 2 x 5 bed dwellings, 7 x 4 bed dwellings and 1 block of
flats comprising 5 x 2/3 bed apartments with parking and access. (Outline).
Public Inquiry date to be advised.

TA/2008/282 20 Harestone Hill
Demolition of detached bungalow and outbuildings. Erection of 2/3 storey building with 10 flats comprising 8 x 2
bedroom and 2 x 1 bedroom units, bin store and cycle store with associated parking. Erection of retaining walls.
This appeal will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an
inspector. Letters to be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 15th September.
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TA/2008/682 Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane
Demolition of Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane. Erection of 2/3 storey building comprising of 14 x 2 bed flats with
associated parking (21 spaces including 2 disabled), refuse area, cycle store, turning area & access road onto Tupwood
lane.
Public Inquiry date to be advised. Letters to be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 15th September.

6.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2007/1888 Communications Station, Gravelly Hill Appeal withdrawn
Retention of 2.4m high palisade security fence

ENF/2004/204 Communications Station, Gravelly Hill Appeal withdrawn
Without planning permission the erection on the land of a security fence in excess of 1 metre adjacent to the highway
and the erection of security fence in excess of 2 metres around the remainder of the land.

TA/2008/176 1 Upwood Gorse, Tupwood Lane LB consent
Installation of roof light (Application for Listed Building Consent)

TA/2008/443 44 Tupwood Lane Approval details
Demolition of garage. Erection of 14 dwellings (12 x 3-bed semi-detached houses and 2 x 4-bed detached houses) with
associated parking and access. (Reserved matters relating to TA/2007/1531 for landscaping and appearance).

TA/2008/543 26 Farningham Road Refuse
Erection of roof extension and dormer windows into the resulting front and rear roof slope.

TA/2008/548 6 Loxford Road Withdrawn/substituted
Erection of part 2-storey, part single storey front extension, 2-storey side extension, and single storey rear extension.
Erection of detached garage.

TA/2008/567 68 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Retention of alterations to shop front.

TA/2008/611 14 Markville gardens Approved (full)
Demolition of garage and conservatory. Erection of single storey side/rear extension.

TA/2008/612 6 Markville gardens Approved (full)
Erection of single storey rear extension.

TA/2008640 55 Crescent Road CLUED granted
Rear conservatory (Certificate of lawfulness for an existing development).

TA/2008/675 8 Dunedin Drive Refuse
Raised decking to East elevation (part retrospective)

TA/2008/688 11 Dome Hill Approved (full)
Erection of conservatory to rear elevation.

TA/2008/716 68 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Erection of ventilation system and 2 external compressors to rear of building.

TA/2007/1715 223-227 Croydon Road Appeal allowed
Demolition of 223 Croydon Road. Erection of 2/3 storey block comprising 12 x 2-bed flats with associated parking and
access. (Outline).

TA/2008/466 131 Croydon Road Outline permission
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of 32 flats comprising a 4/5 storey block providing

TA/2008/524 Flat G, 101 Harestone Hill Approved (full)
Erection of dormer to North elevation to create internal passageway.

TA/2008/606 50 Dome Hill Approved (full)
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Erection of first floor front extension.

TA/2008/701 44 Tupwood Lane Approved (full)
Erection of 10 dwellings, with access as approved under TA/2007/1531. Display of advertisement to site entrance. (Full
planning permission – 2008/701/L1) (Advertisement consent – 2008/701/L2)

TA/2008/757 2 Longsdon Way Approved (full)
Erection of rear conservatory (part retrospective).

TA/2008/765 50 Tupwood Lane Refuse
Demolition of existing dwelling and garage. Erection of a building comprising 7 x 2-bed flats with cycle & bin stores,
car parking and associated access from Tupwood Lane.

TA/2008/849 13 Loxford Way Approved (full)
Demolition of garage. Erection of garage to side elevation, 2-storey side and single storey rear extensions.

TA/2008/682 Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane Refuse
Demolition of Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane. Erection of 2/3 storey building comprising of 14 x 2-bed flats with
associated parking (21 spaces including 2 disabled), refuse area, cycle store, turning area and access road onto Tupwood
Lane.

TA/2008/550 59 Stafford Road Refuse
Demolition of existing building. Erection of 3 x 4-bed terraced dwellings with associated access to Stafford Road.

7. Finance

7.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting :

Caterham URC Room Hire               £24.00
Sussex Association of Local Councils Governance & Accountability for Local Councils               £20.00
Sussex Association of Local Councils Chairmanship training course £70.50
Peter Frost Internal Audit fees             £124.00
Surrey Crimestoppers Donation £50.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance              £409.20

There were no Petty Cash payments made since last meeting:

7.2 Review of Expenditure 2007-08

Receipts and Payments for July were reviewed and approved. The VAT refund of £869.08 for 2007-08 had been
received.

7.3 Other Financial Matters

7.3.1 The Internal Audit independent review was completed on Monday 14th July. The Internal Auditor made the
following comments:

In accordance with the Audit Plan, Internal Controls and Procedures have been tested, with Fraud and Risk issues
reviewed – these are well managed, in accordance with the Local Council Governance and Accountability Guidelines
and meet the needs of the Council. I would only comment by exception - the points listed below need further
investigation:

1. Freedom of Information Act. The Council has adopted the appropriate Model and has registered with the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). In addition the Council needs to publish a list of the types of
information that it will or will not make available. Details of the Publication Scheme are on www.ico.gov.uk

2. Back-up of computer records. These are currently held by the Clerk. It is suggested that the back-ups are held
by a Councillor to alleviate any problems that might arise if they come to harm.

Clerk had visited the information site where it stated that the ICO has introduced a model publication scheme that it was
encouraging all public sector organisations to adopt from 1st January 2009. It further stated that for smaller authorities
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e.g. Parish Councils it would provide a completed “guide to information” rather than a definition document which can
be printed off and used without further modification. The ICO was currently developing such a guide in association with
the National Association for Local Councils.
Clerk had prepared two new back-up discs, one of which was handed to the Chairman. The Clerk would retain the other
one and update next month. The two discs could then be swapped and updated on a monthly basis.

7.3.2 The Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights had been displayed on the Council
notice boards. Council Records had been available for inspection from Monday 14th July to Friday 8th August.

7.3.3 The Annual Return and supporting documents have been forwarded to the External Auditors.

8. Correspondence

The following documents have been received and will be available at the meeting:

Tandridge News Release:
 Caterham resident found guilty of benefit fraud
 Tandridge magazine – Summer 2008
 Caterham man fined for flytipping in Tatsfield
 Fined for flytipping in Nutfield

Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 10th July 2008
 Development Control Committee
 Planning & Environment Committee

Tandridge Overview & Scrutiny Committee – 15th July 2008
Tandridge Development Control Committee – 23rd July 2008
Tandridge Council Meeting – 24th July 2008
Tandridge Development Control Committee – 31st July 2008
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