
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY 2008

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor J. Caudle
Councillor M. Dean
Councillor H. Hammer
Councillor P. Lavington
Councillor M. Lincoln
Councillor J. Servant

In attendance: Past Vice-Chairman A. Bell
County Councillor S. Marks
District Councillor B. Connolly
District Councillor M. Cooper
District Councillor J. Ingham
Mr W Ridley – Clerk to the Council
1 Member of the Public

AGENDA – PART 1

1. Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Code of Conduct

All Councillors signed the declaration in the presence of the Proper Officer (the Clerk).

2. Election of Chairman

Past Vice-Chairman Bell took the chair for the election of the new Chairman. Cllr Lavington was proposed by Cllr
Hammer, seconded by Cllr. Servant and duly elected Chairman. Cllr Lavington then signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of the office of Chairman.

The Clerk proposed a vote of thanks to Anne Bell for all her work on the Council over the past four years and also for
her work on the ABC Project.

3. Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Lavington took the chair. Cllr Hammer was proposed by Cllr Dean, seconded by Cllr Lavington and duly elected
Vice Chairman.

4. Public Participation

The Chairman formally opened the meeting and asked any members of the public present whether they wished to raise
any issues. There were no issues raised at that time.

5. Apologies for absence:

There were no apologies.

6. Reports Part 1

6.1 County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Marks welcomed all the Councillors and wished them good luck in their new roles.

Cllr. Marks reported on the official opening of the Wapses Lodge roundabout following road works which had been
completed on time and in budget. The white lining controlling traffic flow was to be reviewed and an anti-skid surface
would be installed after the existing surface had settled.

Mr. Servant of 1 Alexanders Walk queried whether the budget for the works was fixed or could increase if the work
overran as the contractors were known to overrun on some projects. Cllr Marks replied that Surrey CC had agreed the
price, there was no overrun and in fact the work was finished early.
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6.2 District Councillors’ Report

Cllr Connolly reported that she had received a lot of correspondence re contentious planning applications which are due
to be discussed at the Development Control Committee on 29th May particularly 20 Harestone Hill. There followed a
discussion on the Core Strategy and the need to make it as robust as possible to avoid rejection by the Inspector. It was
agreed that a design statement was required for both the Harestone and the Valley Wards.

Cllr Caudle reported that District Committees had not been finalised but she might be on Planning & Environment and
Standards. She had received correspondence from unsuccessful candidate Peter Roberts about Police arresting vandals
in the Valley who were putting estate agents’ boards on top of cars.

7. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 9th April were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

8. Matters arising:

1. Surrey Air Ambulance

Letter of thanks received for the donation of £250 to the Surrey Air Ambulance Fund.

2. Caterham & Whyteleafe Tennis Club

Letter of thanks received for the donation of £100 to assist the club with improved security measures.

9.  Reports Part 2

9.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. Notification of Financial and Other Interests

The Clerk advised the five new Councillors of the requirement to complete and sign one of these forms, whilst Cllr
Caudle was required to complete and sign a change form. All forms would be kept by the Clerk with a copy being
forwarded to Tandridge District Council.

2. SCAPTC Representation

Cllrs Caudle and Dean were nominated as the two council representatives to the Associations general meetings and
AGM.

3. SCAPTC Constitution

A final redraft of the Constitution had been received that day by the Clerk and was distributed to Councillors to approve.
The Constitution is recommended to all member councils for adoption at the AGM which will take place at the
Centenary Hall, Smallfield on Saturday 5th July 2008. Council agreed to defer the decision until the next meeting.

4. Caterham Sea Cadets

Request received for donation of £1,000 towards their running costs which are currently £11,000 per year but due to
increase due to recent legislation e.g. H & S, DDA. Council agreed to defer decision until the next meeting and asked
the Clerk to write to the Scouts explaining that the new Council had not yet set its priorities and to ask for an audited set
of accounts.

5. Tandridge Core Strategy – Alternative Site Allocations

Council resolved to object to the utilisation of Green Belt sites for housing and in particular the site at Essendene Park,
off Whyteleafe Road, Caterham which takes in the wooded hillside to the rear of houses on the West side of Stafford
Road. This site is part of the green belt which separates Caterham-on-the-Hill from Caterham Valley. Clerk was asked to
formulate objection and forward to Tandridge DC.

6. Surrey Minerals Plan

The proposed increases in extractions were outside the Parish boundary and therefore the Council had no comment other
than to express concern at a possible increase in traffic affecting Caterham and the resulting pollution.
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7. Surrey Hills Society

Council resolved to apply for affiliate membership of the Society to ensure that parish and town councils across the
Surrey Hills and the Society are able to work together in close harmony.

8. ABC Project

Council nominated Cllr Hammer as its representative on the ABC Steering Group with Cllr Dean as substitute.

9.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. Tandridge Access Group

Council declined an invitation to attend the 16th AGM to be held in the Tandridge Council Offices.

2. Training

Clerk was asked to book the following training courses:
 Planning with Bob Evans as soon as possible.
 Cllrs Lavington, Hammer, Dean and Lincoln on Basic Course for New Councillors on Monday 9th June at

Hillcroft School, Caterham from 7.00pm to 9.30pm. Cost £20 per councillor.
 Cllrs Hammer and Lincoln on Generic Councillors Course (for new Councillors and to update more

experienced councillors) on 20th & 21st September at Sedlescombe Golf Course, East Sussex. Course Fee non
residential £120 plus VAT.

 Cllr Lavington on Chairmanship Course on Saturday 25th October from 09.30 to 16.30 at Dunford House,
Midhurst.

3. Temporary Closure of Roads

Tandridge has received an application from a Mr Harvey seeking a road closure for a Summer Party in Greenwood
Gardens on 12th July 2008. This event is held regularly and no problems have been experienced since the road is a cul-
de-sac and the closure is intended to be effective beyond the entrance to the garages. Full consultation will be
undertaken with the Police and Surrey Highways.

9.2 Chairman’s Report

There was no report but Cllr Lavington requested that Chris Windridge be asked to give a 15 minute update on the ABC
Project at the next meeting.

9.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Caudle reported that she was prepared to continue updating the Council website unless someone else wanted to take
it over and she welcomed any comments on the content.

10. Planning

10.1 Current Planning
Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in all the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions she
expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any applications
came before the Development Control Committee.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 7th April – Friday 11th April

TA/2008/330 Tupwood Nursing Home, 74 Tupwood Lane Council had no comment
Erection of 2-storey linked side extension to provide 14 bedrooms with parking at lower ground floor level.

TA/2008/466 131 Croydon Road
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of 32 flats comprising 4/5 storey block providing 20 flats and a 3 storey
block providing 12 flats with associated parking and access. (Outline).
Council objected on the following grounds: overdevelopment of the site; housing mix – too many small flats when
what is needed is 2 and 3 bed dwellings; insufficient parking provision; lack of amenities particularly for the block
at the rear of the site.
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Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 14th April – Friday 18th April

TA/2008/550 59 Stafford Road
Demolition of existing building. Erection of 3 x 4-bed terraced dwellings with associated access to Stafford Road.
Council objected on the following grounds: out of character with other properties on this side of Stafford Road;
overdevelopment of the site; large building would be very prominent in the street scene.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 21st April – Friday 25th April

TA/2008/176 1 Upwood Gorse, Tupwood Lane Council had no comment
Installation of roof light (application for listed building consent).

TA/2008/543 26 Farningham Road Council had no comment
Erection of roof extension and dormer windows into the resulting front and rear roof slope.

TA/2008/567 68 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Retention of alterations to shop front.

TA/2008/611 14 Markville Gardens Council had no comment
Demolition of garage and conservatory. Erection of single storey side/rear extension.

TA/2008/612 6 Markville Gardens Council had no comment
Erection of single storey rear extension.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 28th April – Friday 2nd May

TA/2008/548 6 Loxford Road
Erection of part 2-storey, part single storey front extension, 2-storey side extension, and single storey rear extension.
Erection of detached garage.
Council objected on the following grounds: overdevelopment of the site; the proposed garage in the front of the
house is intrusive and beyond the front building line.

TA/2008/598 67 Crescent Road Council had no comment
Formation of vehicular access.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 5th May – Friday 9th  May

TA/2008/675 8 Dunedin Drive
Retention of raised decking to east elevation.
Council has received notice of an objection from a neighbouring resident. However without going onto private
property to inspect the proposals, Council is unable to comment but would ask Tandridge DC to take due notice of
the adjacent resident’s objection.

TA/2008/688 11 Dome Hill Council had no comment
Erection of conservatory to rear elevation.

10.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2007/1715 223-227 Croydon Road
Demolition of 223 Croydon Road. Erection of 2/3 storey block comprising 12 x 2 bed flats with associated parking and
access (Outline).
Informal hearing on 12th June at 10.00am at Tandridge Council Offices, Oxted.

TA/2007/1124 2 Godstone Road
Erection of 4 storey extension to rear with new roof over. Conversion of first, second and third floors incorporating new
build to provide 6 x 2 bed flats and alterations to shop front.
Informal hearing on 22nd July at 10.00am at Tandridge Council Offices, Oxted
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TA/2007/1814 130-166 Stafford Road
Demolition of 136-164 (evens) Stafford Road. Erection of 32 x 2-bed flats, 36 x 2-bed maisonettes and 15 x 3-bed
terraced dwellings. (Outline).
Clerk was asked to write to the Planning Inspector reinforcing the Council’s objection.

TA/2007/1815 184-198 Stafford Road
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 39 dwellings (20 x 2-bed maisonettes, 16 x 2-bed flats & 3 x 3-bed terraced
houses) with parking and access onto Stafford Road.
Clerk was asked to write to the Planning Inspector reinforcing the Council’s objection

ENF/2004/204 Communications Compound, Gravelly Hill
Without planning permission the erection on the land of a security fence in excess of 1 metre adjacent to the highway
and the erection of security fencing in excess of 2 metres around the remainder of the land.

TA/2007/1975 Wayside & 8 Tupwood Lane
Demolition of Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane. Erection of a 3-storey building comprising of 14 flats with associated
access drive, parking, refuse area and cycle store.

TA/2007/1405 21 Dome Hill Peak
Erection of wooden verandah with stairs to rear elevation.

TA/2007/1166 37 Tupwood Lane
Erection of single storey side/rear extension.

10.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2007/1339 124 Harestone Hill Appeal dismissed
Demolition of no. 124 Harestone Hill. Erection of 2 x 4 bed detached dwellings.

TA/2007/1399 131 Croydon Road Appeal dismissed
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of 26 flats comprising a 4/5 storey block providing 18 x 1 and 2 bed flats and
a 4 storey block providing 8 x 1 and 2 bed flats with associated parking and access.

TA/2007/922 131 Croydon Road Appeal withdrawn
Demolition of existing buildings. Erection of part 4/5 storey building providing 17 x 1 and 2 bed flats with associated
parking (Outline).

TA/2007/1213/D 2, 3 and rear of 1 Loxford Way Approval details
Demolition of nos. 2 & 3 Loxford Way. Erection of 10 dwellings (2 x 1 and 2 x 2 bed flats with associated bin/cycle
store, 4 x 3 bed semi detached houses with rooms in roof and 2 x 5 bed detached houses with rooms in roof) with
associated access road and parking – details of external appearance and landscaping.

TA/2008/110 Marden Lodge Primary School, Croydon Road Approved (full)
Erection of retractable cover over swimming pool.

TA/2008/149 22 Colburn Avenue Approved (full)
Demolition of garage, family and utility rooms. Erection of two storey extensions to side elevations.

TA/2008/177 9 Alexanders Walk Approved (full)
Erection of first floor side extension.

TA/2008/213 43 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Erection of replacement shopfront.

TA/2008/214 43 Croydon Road Withdrawn/substituted
Display of 1 x internally illuminated fascia sign.

TA/2008/216 59 Newstead Rise Approved (full)
Erection of single storey rear extension.

TA/2008/240/TPO 8 Dunedin Drive Approved by letter
TPO 68 (C & W) – fell 1 Holly tree in rear garden.
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TA/2008/305 Communications Station, Gravelly Hill Approved (full)
Erection of a replacement 2.4m high fence with anti-intruder roll bars, painted green. Existing front section relocated.

TA/2008/77 47a Croydon Road Advertisement refusal
Display of internally illuminated fascia sign & projecting sign.

TA/2008/244 35 Dome Hill Cert.Prop.Use.Allowed
Erection of single storey rear extension. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

TA/2008/252 Asprey Court, Stafford Road Advertisement consent
Display of 1 x non-illuminated sign.

TA2008/290 43 Dome Hill Approved (full)
Erection of single storey rear extension and modification to roof with increase to gable.

TA/2008/299 22 Loxford Road Cert.Law.Refused-PP required
Erection of extension to roof and dormer window to rear roof slope.

TA/2008/347 160 Commonwealth Road Cert.Prop.Use.Refused
Erection of gable end to roof and dormer window to resulting rear roof slope and rooflights to front roof slope
(Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

TA/2008/123 128 Croydon Road Approved (full)
Conversion of house to provide 4 flats ( 1 x 1-bed & 3 x 2-bed) incorporating a single storey rear extension, refuse store
and excavation of front of site to provide parking (4 spaces).

TA/2008/314 64 Little Grebe, Harestone Hill Approved (full)
Retention of 1.8m high fence to boundary with Loxford Road.

TA/2008/400 32 Godstone Road Approved (full)
Variation of conditions 4 and 6 of application TA/2005/703 to allow opening doors and windows to the North West
facing elevation and provision of external seating area.

10.4 Planning Applications 2007-08

Clerk distributed a Summary of Planning Applications which the Council had reviewed during the past year, detailing
those applications on which the Council had raised objections and the subsequent decisions by Tandridge DC,

11. Finance

11.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed at the meeting:
Caterham URC Room Hire  £24.00
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance              £425.20
C. Daly Refreshments for Annual Meeting  £35.73
NALC Local Council Review  £13.50
Surrey Hills Society Membership  £15.00

The following Petty Cash payments were made since last meeting:
W H Smith 1st Class Stamps & Copy Paper £12.30
Morrisons 2nd Class Stamps   £3.24

11.2 Review of Expenditure 2007-08

1. Receipts and Payments for April were reviewed and approved.
2. Summary of Authorised Expenditure as at 31st March 2008 was distributed to the new Council.
3. Accounts for “ABC Project” included within the Parish Council’s accounts were distributed to the new

Council.
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11.3 Other Financial Matters

1. Insurance – Council reviewed comparative analysis on details of cover and cost between Allianz and Norwich
Union and resolved to accept the Norwich Union quotation as it provided better cover.

2. Cheque signatories – Councillors completed the variation of authority document and, if not already customers
of Lloyds TSB, would be required to present in person documentary evidence to prove both address and
identification.

3. Annual Audit – This involves a triple audit of the Parish Council’s Accounts. First the accounts have to be
checked by a Councillor (usually Cllr. Caudle), then they are subject to an independent Internal Auditor (Peter
J Consultants) and finally the Annual Return has to be prepared by the Clerk, approved by the Council and
signed by the Chairman before being forwarded to the external auditors – BDO Stoy Hayward LLP. The
timetable for the external audit is as follows:
Approval of Annual return before 14th July
Independent Internal Audit before 14th July
Display Notice in public from 30th June to 13th July
Make records available to the public from 14th July to 8th August
Annual Return and supporting documentation to be with BDO Stoy Hayward by 15th August
Target audit completion date 27th September

4. Risk Assessments – Copies were distributed to the Councillors.

12. Correspondence

The following documents had been received and were available at the meeting:

Tandridge News Release:
 Top marks for community alarm service
 Fined for dumping waste at recreation ground
 Most energy efficient homes in the UK
 Core strategy statement
 Fined for illegal advertising
 No change after election
 Government denies tenants around £200 million

Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 16th April 2008
 Development Control Committee

East Surrey Parishes Liaison Group – 17th April 2008
Local Development Framework Steering Group 21st April 2008
Tandridge Development Control Committee – 23rd April 2008
Tandridge Special Development Control Committee – 10th April 2008
Tandridge District Council meeting – 24th April 2008
Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 8th May 2008
 Development Control Committee
 Planning & Environment Committee

Local Council Review – May 2008
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