
MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH APRIL 2008

AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, HARESTONE HILL, CATERHAM

Present: Councillor S. McGregor – Chairman
Councillor A. Bell
Councillor A.J. Caudle
Councillor C. Daly
Councillor J.M. Dickie
Councillor S. Greer

In attendance: County Councillor S. Marks
District Councillor B. Connolly
District Councillor M. Cooper
Mr W. Ridley – Clerk to the Council
17 members of the public
1 member of the press

AGENDA – PART 1

The Chairman opened the meeting and asked members of the public whether they wished to raise any issues. All of the
residents present were concerned about planning application TA/2008/369 – land at 116, 126 & 128 Harestone Hill. Ms.
Helen Hammer of 1 Bradenhurst Close outlined the residents’ objections to the proposal which the Chairman stated
would be taken on board when the application was discussed later in the meeting.

1. Apologies for absence:  There were no apologies.

2. Reports Part 1

2.1 County Councillor’s Report

County Councillor Marks thanked the Council for its diligent work over the past four years and wished good luck to the
new Council when it was elected. Councillor Marks then reported on the following:
 The barriers on the Wapses Lodge roundabout had been upgraded but the resurfacing of the road was still to be

completed.
 The new Pelican crossing at Maple Road in Whyteleafe was now operational.
 Surrey CC and Tandridge DC had held discussions on the Caterham Hub and it was hoped that an

announcement would be made within the next couple of months.
 Members of the Baptist Church were now able to park in the old Adult Centre until it was sold.

2.2 District Councillors’ Report

District Councillor Cooper reported that the Council Tax rates had been agreed. There had been a well publicised issue
with the level of increase of the Police rate which was over 9%. This had pushed the overall Council Tax increase above
5% which may be capped. Councillor Marks stated that Surrey Police had received the lowest level of government
funding in the country and this had resulted in the level of increase being so high.

District Councillor Connolly stated that the planning application for 20 Harestone Hill would be discussed at the
Development Control Committee on 23rd April. Councillor McGregor stated that he would attend.

3. Minutes of the previous meetings:

Minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 12th March were agreed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.

4. Matters arising:

1. Metro Bus Services

Clerk had written to Caterham-on-the-Hill PC advising them of the Council’s decision to agree in principle to fund up to
£1,000 towards the cost of extending the bus services for an initial one year operation and that any future contributions
would be subject to an evaluation to see whether the extended service was worthwhile. Caterham-on-the-Hill had
acknowledged this and advised that they will keep the Council informed of any progress.
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2. New Street Name

Tandridge had rejected the Council’s suggestion of Tupwood Gardens as there is already a street with Tupwood in the
name. Clerk had written to Tandridge commenting that the Council thought it very odd that TDC had now decided that
you could not name a cul-de-sac after the road it comes off. Only recently there had been Stafford Rise for a road off
Stafford Road and previously there had been Stafford Close, Harestone Drive and Loxford Way. However Council had
no particular objections to the suggestions of Victoria Gardens or Lancaster Gardens, just a preference for names with a
more local connection. Tandridge had responded that this was following recently issued guidance on street naming.

3. Surrey Hills AONB Partnership

Council resolved to defer decision to nominate two representatives to serve on the Forum until after the election when
new council could make decision. SCAPTC had now advised that two representatives had been appointed.

5.  Reports Part 2

5.1.1 Clerk’s Report - Part 1 for action

1. SCAPTC

Council resolved to defer decision on the fifth draft of the Constitution until after the election. Clerk believed that
present Council should discuss as new Council will have little or no knowledge of SCAPTC. Council again resolved to
defer to the new Council.

2. Risk Assessments

Council reviewed and approved Risk Assessments prepared by the Clerk which were then signed by the Chairman.

3. Local List of Planning Application Requirements

By law from 6th April 2008, the new national Standard Planning Application Form (1APP) will replace all existing
planning application forms used within England. There is a minimum mandatory National checklist of information
required to accompany all applications from this date. Tandridge DC is now inviting comments on a proposed Local List
of additional specific requirements which should be forwarded in writing by 25th April 2008. Councillor Caudle stated
that this had been discussed at the Planning & Environment Committee which had decided that it was not necessary to
provide every item on the check list for small applications. Councillor McGregor stated that the District Council should
be more robust in rejecting planning applications if they were incomplete or proved to be faulty.

5.1.2 Clerk’s Report - Part 2 for information

1. Annual Parish Meeting

As neither the Soper Hall nor the URS Hall was available on suitable dates Clerk had booked St John’s Church Hall,
Clareville Road on 13th May. Meeting would commence at 7.45pm but Councillors were requested to attend at 7.00pm
to set up the room. Clerk has confirmed that Inspector Elaine Burtenshaw will be the guest speaker. Clerk asked
Councillors to distribute copies of a poster advertising the meeting to local shops. Councillors Bell and Daly agreed to
provide refreshments for the meeting. Councillor Dickie was unable to attend and gave his apologies.

2. Wapses Lodge Roundabout – Temporary Closures

Surrey County Council has given notice that there will be a number of temporary night closures of Wapses Lodge
roundabout from 7th April to 18th April between 21.00 and 05.30 whilst resurfacing work is carried out. Diversions will
be put in place.

3. ESPLG Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 17th April in Tandridge District Council chamber at 7.30pm. Councillor
Caudle agreed to attend.

4. Tandridge Voluntary Service Council

Councillors were invited to a network luncheon on Thursday 24th April at Woldingham Village Hall commencing at 12
noon. County Councillor Sally Marks will be the guest speaker at the lunch.

2



5. Climate Change Bill

Council members were invited to a public meeting to discuss the Climate Change Bill. The meeting will take place on
Tuesday 22nd April from 7.30pm to 9.00pm at Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ. Peter Ainsworth
will be among the speakers.

6. Temporary Road Closures

The following roads will be subject to temporary closure on Saturday 14 th June on the occasion of the Caterham &
District Carnival:
 Westway 1.00pm – 5.00pm
 Procession – rolling closure of the following roads commencing at Godstone Road from its junction with

Tupwood Lane, Godstone Road, The Square, Croydon Road to Wapses Lodge Roundabout 1.00pm – 2.15pm.
 Convoy – Wapses lodge Roundabout, Burntwood Lane, Whytelaefe Road, Church Road, High Street to the

Dene Hospital, Church Road 2.15pm – 2.30pm.
 Procession – Church Road, High Street, Chaldon Road, Coulsdon Road and Westway 2.30pm – 3.30pm.

7. Parish Elections

Clerk informed the Council that there were four nominations for the three seats representing the Harestone Ward (three
Conservatives and one Liberal Democrat) and seven nominations for the three seats in the Valley Ward (three Liberal
Democrats, two Conservatives, one Labour and one UK Independence Party)

5.2 Chairman’s Report

There was no report

5.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports

Councillor Caudle reported that the Inspector had expressed some concerns at the first exploratory meeting on the Core
Strategy but did not reject it, so it was still live. Once the Core Strategy is adopted consultation will take place on
specific sites.

Councillor Bell reported that she and Pamela Cosgrove had been appointed joint Chairs of the ABC project “Shabby to
Smart”. It was hoped that the SEEDA bid would be put together by June. Tandridge DC had agreed to provide half of
the matching funding required.

Councillor Daly had attended a meeting of the Tandridge Local History Group. She hoped to be able to stay on the
Committee even though she was standing down as a Parish Councillor.

Councillor Dickie raised the following points:
 The light on the bridge over the railway line at Boswell Row was still not working. Councillor Marks stated

that Surrey CC had been unable to replace the light for Health & Safety reasons. Councillor Daly said that she
would email to Councillor Marks a railway contact for co-operation as the lack of lighting was a risk to
pedestrians.

 Motorists were ignoring the new reactive speed sign in Croydon Road. Councillor Daly reported that the sign
was being triggered at speeds below 30mph. Councillor Marks stated that she would arrange for the sign to be
reset.

 Following the re-siting of the bus stop in Croydon Road, the bus shelter had still not been moved. Councillor
Marks to follow up.

Councillor McGregor asked if Councillor Bell would take the Chair (assuming she was re-elected) at the next meeting
for the election of the Chairman of the new Council.

Councillor Dickie offered a vote of thanks to the Clerk for his efforts over the past four years.

Councillor McGregor stated that it had been enjoyable working with everyone on the Council and he hoped that it had
done some good.

6. Planning

6.1 Current Planning
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Cllr. Caudle declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in all the planning applications in that as a District
Councillor she may comment if these applications came before the Development Control Committee. Any opinions she
expressed at this stage were based on the evidence so far available and she would reconsider at the time any applications
came before the Development Control Committee

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 10th March – Friday 14th March

TA/2008/259 29 Markville Gardens Council had no comment
Erection of roof extension and dormer window into resulting rear roof slope.

TA/2008/305 Communications Station, Gravelly Hill
Erection and retention of sections of 2.4m high palisade fence.
This application previously appeared under Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 25th February – Friday
29th February and was discussed last month. Council had no comment on this revised application as it would appear
to have taken on board the Council’s objections to the previous application.

TA/2008/314 64 Little Grebe, Harestone Hill
Retention of 1.8m high fence to boundary with Loxford Road.
Council objected on the grounds that it breached the planning conditions on the original application which were to
protect the sylvan nature of the area by retaining the original hedging.

TA/2008/347 160 Commonwealth Road Council had no comment
Erection of gable end to roof and dormer window to resulting rear roof slope and rooflights to front roof slope.
(Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development).

TA/2008/369 Land at 116, 126 & 128 Harestone Hill
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 14 dwellings comprising of 2 x 5 bed dwellings, 7 x 4 bed dwellings and 1 block of
flats comprising 5 x 2/3 bed apartments with parking and access. (Outline).
Council objected on the following grounds: The flatted development is contrary to Policy BE5 which states that
dwellings in this area must be private houses. The proposal is totally out of character with the surrounding area. The
development would breach the sylvan nature of the area. The development would have a major impact on the
hillside and would be visible across the valley. The proposal would result in an overdevelopment of the site with very
high density in the actual building part of the site with much of the site being taken up by the winding access road.
The design of the block of flats is inappropriate for a rural area. The neighbouring properties would suffer from a
loss of privacy due to overlooking from the balconies of the flats. The narrow winding access road is unsuitable for
emergency vehicles and refuse/recycling vehicles. The access road is very close to the boundaries with 1 and 2
Bradenhurst Close and would impact on their properties. The affect of additional traffic on Harestone Hill which is
an unadopted road with no pavements. Drains in the area currently block after heavy rainfall and the impact of
additional dwellings would increase the risk of flooding. Council has been advised that the site is a natural habitat
for a variety of flora and fauna and therefore requests an environmental survey be undertaken before any decision
is taken on this application.

TA/2008/379 North Downs Hospital, 46 Tupwood Lane
Installation of 2 modular buildings above existing units with external staircase.
Councillor Greer declared an interest.
Whilst not objecting to the application, Council would like to raise the issue of the lower cabins which were allowed
for a period of 5 years with only 2 years of that period remaining. The upper cabins therefore should be limited to a
similar period of 2 years.

TA/2008/400 32 Godstone Road
Variation of conditions 4 and 6 of application TA/2005/703 to allow opening doors and windows to the North West
facing elevation and provision of external seating area.
Council objected on the grounds that the reason for the conditions still exists i.e. to protect the adjacent Miller
Centre Theatre from noise from any external use of the Pilgrim public house.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 17th March – Friday 21st March

TA/2008/318 War coppice Lodge, War Coppice Road Council had no comment
Erection of porch to front elevation, single storey rear extension and first floor side extension.

TA/2008/364 Former 135-137 Croydon Road Council had no comment
Erection of balconies to 6 flats to South side elevation.

4



TA/2008/408 16 Dunedin Drive Council had no comment
Erection of double garage with accommodation over attached to dwelling.

TA/2008/425 52 Markfield Road Council had no comment
Erection of single storey rear extension.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 24th March – Friday 28th March

TA/2008/358 Land at 327 Croydon Road
Erection of 2/3 storey side extension to provide 2 dwellings with associated parking.
Council objected on the grounds of insufficient parking provision.

TA/2008/446 19 Greenhill Avenue Council had no comment
Erection of single storey side and rear extension.

Applications Acknowledged as Valid Monday 31st March – Friday 4th April

TA/2008/374 48 Markfield Road Council had no comment
Erection of extension to roof and dormer window to rear roodslope.

TA/2008/443 44 Tupwood Lane Council had no comment
Demolition of garage. Erection of 14 dwellings (12 x 3-bed semi-detached houses and 2 x 4-bed detached houses) with
associated parking and access. (Reserved matters relating to TA/2007/1531 for landscaping and appearance).

TA/2008/448 8 The Square Council had no comment
Display of internally illuminated fascia sign at first floor level.

TA/2008/474 31 Tillingdown Hill Council had no comment
Erection of raised timber decking and steps to rear of house.

6.2 Planning Appeals

TA/2007/1715 223-227 Croydon Road
Demolition of 223 Croydon Road. Erection of 2/3 storey block comprising of 12 x 2-bed flats with associated parking
and access. (Outline).

TA/2007/1888 Communications Centre, Gravelly Hill
Retention of 2.4m high palisade security fence.

TA/2007/1322 51-55 Crescent Road
Demolition of garages. Erection of 14 units (comprising 3 storey building with accommodation in roof to provide 7 x 2
bed flats and 7 detached houses) with parking, new access onto Crescent Road and refuse facilities.

TA/2007/2013 Land adj. to 327 Croydon Road
Erection of 2 semi-detached houses with associated parking.

6.3 Planning Decisions

TA/2007/969 327 Croydon Road Appeal dismissed
Erection of 2/3 storey side extension and conversion to 5 flats with associated parking.

TA/2007/134 Kenley Aerodrome Appeal withdrawn
Erection of 1.2m high green palisade perimeter fence.

TA/2007/1567 W M Morrison, 28 Church Walk Split decision
Display of 2 sets of internally illuminated individual letters & 2 projecting signs.

TA/2007/1814 130-166 Stafford Road Refuse
Demolition of 136-166 (evens) Stafford Road. Erection of 32 x 2-bed flats, 36 x 2-bed maisonettes and 15 x 3-bed
terraced dwellings. (Outline).

5



TA/2007/1815 184-198 Stafford Road Refuse
Demolition of dwellings. Erection of 39 dwellings (20 x 2-bed maisonettes, 16 x 2-bed flats & 3 x 3-bed terraced
houses) with parking and access onto Stafford Road. (Outline).

TA/2007/1975 8 and Wayside, Tupwood Lane Refuse
Demolition of Wayside and 8 Tupwood Lane. Erection of a 3-storey building comprising of 14 flats with associated
access drive, parking, refuse area and cycle store.

TA/2008/39 68 Croydon Road Advertisement consent
Display of 1 x illuminated fascia sign, 1 x illuminated projecting sign and 1 x illuminated window sign.

TA/2008/41 68 Croydon Road Withdrawn/substituted
Erection of new shopfront and ventilation system with external compressors to rear of building.

TA/2008/60 Caterham Baptist Church, 6 Beechwood Road Approved (full)
Demolition of garage. Erection of single storey rear extension to provide store.

TA/2008/74 41Harestone Hill Approved (full)
Demolition of conservatory, shed, store and outbuilding. Erection of single storey side/rear extension with dormer
window to front elevation.

TA/2008/85 4 The Clares Approved (full)
Erection of 2 single storey side extensions and bay window to rear elevation, with alterations to fenestration.

7. Finance

7.1 Payment of Accounts

The following cheques were signed since the last meeting and were noted by the Council:
Viking Direct Stationery £110.21
Surrey Air Ambulance Fund Donation               £250.00
Caterham & Whyteleafe Tennis Club Donation               £100.00

The following cheques were signed at the meeting:
Caterham URC Room Hire  £24.00
SCAPTC Annual subscription           £1,441.54
Tandridge Voluntary Service Council Annual subscription  £10.00
Cash Petty cash float to £50.00  £50.14
W. Ridley Net Salary & office allowance              £393.20

The following Petty Cash payments were made since last meeting:
W H Smith Stamps    £6.96

7.2 Review of Expenditure 2007-08

Receipts and Payments for March were reviewed and approved.

7.3 Other Financial Matters

The Summary of Authorised Expenditure as at 31st March 2008 was agreed by the Council.

8. Correspondence

Tandridge News Release:
 Council awarded £10million funding for

affordable housing
 Chairman’s Golf Day – Teams needed
 Latest issue of the Tandridge magazine
 Council Tax discount review
 Food poisoning – word gets around

Tandridge List of Delegated Action Taken – 26th March
2008
 Development Control Committee
 Resources Committee

Tandridge Resources Committee – 27th March 2008
Tandridge Special Development Control Committee –
10th April 2008

Chairman: Date:
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