
 
 
 

             CATERHAM VALLEY  PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

 
 

(INCORPORATING VALLEY AND HARESTONE WARDS) 
 

MINUTES OF THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2017 

AT CATERHAM VALLEY LIBRARY, STAFFORD ROAD, CATERHAM 
 

 Attendees: Cllr. C Callender – Chairman    
   Cllr. J Gaffney      

Cllr P Roberts      
   Cllr N Morrigan     
           
         Mrs M Gibbins – Clerk 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

1. Apologies for absence to be received and accepted 
Parish Cllrs Yvonne Gomes and Alun Jones. District Cllrs Mrs D Cooper and M Cooper and 
County Cllr David Lee. 
 

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:  To receive any disclosure by members of  
 Personal Interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the  

member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  
Anyone with a prejudicial  interest must, unless an exception applies, or a dispensation has been 
issued, withdraw from the meeting. 
There was none declared 
 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 11th October 2017 to be agreed and signed as a true record 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October were received by the Council and signed by the 
Chairman following removal of  ‘and therefore recommended the one candidate that they knew 
be co-opted’ from 7.1.1  

 
4. Public Participation –there was one member of the public present who wished to observe the  

meeting. 
 

5. Reports Part 1 
 5.1 County Councillor’s Report – a report was not received from the County Councillor 
 

5.2 District Councillor’s Report -  District Cllr Alun Jones  circulated his report via email 
due to his unavailability to attend the meeting.   The park at Stafford Rec is due to be 

completed over the next couple of weeks.  Grass seed was used however has not grown and 

therefore turf has now been ordered.  Cllrs Beverly Connolly and Michael Cooper are liaising 

with TDC Officers regarding the parking allocation on the Croudace site and will update the 

Parish Council in due course.  

The Caterham Town Working group met, and there was an update on the Masterplan.  It was 

slightly disappointing as there does not appear to be a plan to resolve parking.  There will be 

an opportunity to comment over the next few months.  Cllr Jones visited Cambourne and 

Bicester as part of Planning Policy to view new towns which was interesting.  It was good to 

understand the lessons learnt from the developments.  



Cllr Jones has requested that the planning team introduce guidance regarding minimum 

requirements for amenity space in planning applications.  So many applications are submitted 

with no amenity space and any decision is subjective.  Cllr Jones is hoping that this will be 

included in the update to the policies that are due next year. 

Cllr Jones requested agreement for him to contact SCC regarding a breakdown in the cost of 
overnight streetlights per hour on behalf of the Parish.  All Councillors were in agreement. 

Cllr Jones and Cllr Mrs D Cooper are meeting with Planning team with regard to the 

Masterplan, sites in Caterham and the parking survey which is due. 

Cllr Jones requested views of the Parish Councillors regarding the traveller incidents and the 

measures taken to protect the site from travellers accessing the site 

Cllr Jones has been in communication with residents on social media regarding the siting of 

the silent soldier which is for discussion later on the agenda. 
 

6. Planning 
6.1. Current Planning 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 2nd October  - Friday 6th October  2017 
TA/2017/2040 Tillingdown Farm, Tillingdown Lane Case Officer:  Christopher Hall 
Variation of condition 3 of planning application TA/2015/2057 dated 1 March 2016 to allow 
changes to the approved external materials. 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 
 
Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 9th October    – Friday 13th October  2017 
TA/2017/2069 43 Markfield Road   Case Officer: Paige Barlow 
Erection of outbuilding. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Use or Development) 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 

 
TA/2017/2066 Former 67 to 69 Croydon Road Case Officer: Charlotte Parker 
Variation of Condition 2 of planning application TA/2015/1926 to incorporate new drawings 
for the basement as necessitated by the existing sewer 
Caterham Valley Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons: 
This change in conditions adds an additional parking deck to the proposal but does not 
include any changes to the height of the building.  The only assumption that can therefore 
be made is the height clearance of each deck of the multi-deck car park is significantly 
reduced.   
Van ownership is relatively high in Caterham Valley.  This will mean that residents of the 
development will not be able to park work vehicles in the car park provided.  UK vehicle 
registrations indicate that 10% of all new vehicle registrations (vehicle licensing 
statistics 2016) are for vans.  Even considering a lower number than 10% of the total 
number of spaces required by vans, this will mean a significant displacement onto local 
roads.   
The parking requirements for the supermarket are set out in the Tandridge parking 
guidelines.  These require 82 spaces for a supermarket.  The updated proposal includes 
the provision of 61 parking spaces, significantly under the requirement for a retail outlet 
of this size.  77 spaces approved at the Aldi in Burpham, Guildford for a food store with a 
sales area of 972 sqm (smaller that the proposal at this site) has suffered from “traffic 
chaos” due to lack of parking on the site.  The car park at this site was also located near to 
public transport in a local town centre and was all at ground level.   
Surrey Highways officers, in the original application which was approved, noted that 
whilst the development had under the required provision, there was available parking in 
the nearby multi-storey car park to facilitate periods of shortfall parking at the 
development.  The Management policy for this adjacent car park has been updated since 
this decision and the ground two floors are now reserved for Waitrose Customers for 1 ½ 
hours which is a reduction from the 3 hours when the original application was 
made.  The upper two floors of this car park are now a long stay car park which provides 
parking for railway passengers with an all day charge.  It should not be considered that 
this car park can now be used for any shortfall. 
The Systra Survey that was carried out for the Caterham Masterplan identified that, at a 
peak time, the Waitrose car park has 174 cars parked in it, of which c.84% are of 3 hours 
or less.  Therefore it can be surmised that these are the Waitrose shoppers.  At peak 
times during the week, the store required 146 spaces.  The Waitrose store is broadly the 



same size as the proposed supermarket and therefore an assumption that there can be a 
lower provision of parking spaces for this new supermarket due to its town centre 
location does not hold true.  The Masterplan data also highlights the poor quality of 
parking in this car park, so it is not immediately accessible to all cars due to tight turning 
circles.  It is a site that was a “site of interest” for redevelopment due to the known issues 
with the Waitrose car park. 
The recent appeal against the refusal of planning application TA/2016/1493 highlighted 
the impact on local resident amenity that parking would have on local residents.  In his 
reasons for refusal the Planning Inspector noted “In Farningham Road, where there are 
fewer restrictions, the survey counted only one free space in the afternoon. This is 
similar to the availability seen during a site visit at 1130 on a Tuesday. Whilst there were  
spaces available in the restricted bays on Croydon Road,  there was  only 1 free space in 
Farningham Road, where it was also noted illegal and inconsiderate parking and 
residents using cones to keep access to their driveways free. This suggests that the 
streets within 200m of the site, on Monday to Saturday, would be unable to absorb the 
additional on-street parking generated by this proposal for periods greater than 1 
hour.”  The only spaces available are 1 hour spaces on Croydon Road. 
To accommodate the reduced number of spaces there has been a reduction in disabled 
parking for the residential units from 3 spaces to 1 space.   
There is insufficient turning space at the barrier point between the residential barrier 
and the retail car park.  At peak times, when the Lidl car park is full, this will make the 
residential parking inaccessible. 
All of the above reduces the quality of parking available and will have a detrimental 
impact on nearby roads. Therefore, the "minor amendment" should be refused. Whilst 
the Parish Council objected to the original application, the car park layout was preferable 
to the updated and poorer quality proposal. 
We request that a caveat is included that the parking spaces for the residential units 
remains unallocated to conform to TDC’s parking standards of 1 ½ unallocated spaces 
per residential unit.  Allocated parking as per TDC’s standards should to be 2 spaces per 
unit. 

 
TA/2017/2065 202 Harestone Valley Road  Case Officer: Natalie Rowland 
Erection of single storey extension to south west elevation.  (Certificate of Lawfulness for a 
Proposed Use or Development) 

 The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 
 

TA/2017/2103/NH 60 Crescent Road    Case Officer: Adem Mehmet 
Erection of single storey rear extension measuring 5 metres deep with a maximum height of 3 
metres and an eaves height of 3 metres. (Notification of a Larger Home Extension) 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers however request that neighbours comments 
are considered. 
 

TA/2017/2097 17 Markfield Road    Case Officer: Paige Barlow 
Erection of rear dormer and installation of front roof lights in association with conversion of loft 
space to habitable accommodation. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Use or 
Development) 

 The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers  
 

TA/2017/2041 Tillingdown Farm, Tillingdown Lane Case Officer: Christopher Hall 
Variation of condition 3 of planning application TA/2016/1746 dated 30 November 2016 to 
allow changes to the approved external materials. 

 The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 
 

Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 16th October  – Friday 20th October 2017 
TA/2017/2132 37 Tupwood Lane    Case Officer: Paige Barlow 
Erection of single storey rear extension incorporating roof terrace 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers   

 
 
 
 



Applications acknowledged as valid Monday 23rd October   – Friday 27th October 2017 
        TA/2017/2183  10 Church Walk   Case Officer: Jessica Hampson 

Display of 1 x internally illuminated Fascia sign and 1 x internally illuminated Projection Sign. 
(Advertisement Consent) 
The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Officers 

 
                 TA/2017/2152/TPO Pegasus Court, Stafford Road  Case Officer: Steve Hearn 

TPO 248 (T): T802 Sorbus - crown reduce by 1.5m, crown lift to a height of 2.5m. T804 & T805 
2x Silver Birch – crown reduce by 1.5m, thin canopy by 10%. T806 Gleditsia - crown reduce by 
2m, crown thin by 10%, crown lift to a height of 3m from ground level. T807 Sorbus - crown lift 
to a height of 2.5m from ground level. T808 Cherry - crown reduce by 1.5 - 2m. 
The Parish Councillors leave to the Arboriculturist 

 

                TA/2017/2147 7 Weald Way    Case Officer: Adem Mehmet 
Demolition of existing garage. Erection of two storey front extension and detached triple bay 
garage cut into hillside. Formation of additional hardstanding incorporating extension of 
driveway. 
The Parish Councillors made no comment. 
 

All planning applications including supporting documents and plans can be viewed at the  
Caterham Valley Library and on the Tandridge Planning website on: http://e-
access.tandridge.gov.uk/planning/aup.asp   Just log on and follow the instructions 

 
 6.2 Planning Appeals 

TA/2016/941  8 Harestone Lane, Caterham CR3 6BD 
TA/2016/1149 61 & 63 Markfield Road, Caterham CR3 6RQ  
TA/2016/1418 409 – 411 Croydon Road, Caterhm CR3 6PP 

 
 7. Reports part 2 
 7.1 Clerk’s Report – Part 1 for action 

7.1.1 Social Media Policy – It was agreed the password will be contained within a 
sealed envelope and lodged in a safe in Cherry Lodge.  All comments on 
Facebook are to go via the Clerk as the Parish Council has corporate 
responsibility.  The Social Media Policy, which will be circulated to all was 
adopted with 3 Councillors in favour.  Cllr Gaffney voted against the policy in its 
current format.  It was suggested that all Councillors set up Councillor Facebook 
pages. 

7.1.2 Christmas Market – There are 40 stalls booked for the market.  The Clerk will 
draft a rota for the day.  The diversion signs will be erected on Friday 24th 
November.  The event has been publicized in the press and posters will be 
erected around the town on Saturday 11th November. 

 Action: Clerk 
7.1.3 Remembrance Day -  Wreaths were distributed to Cllrs Morrigan and Callender.  

It was agreed that the Clerk will investigate the purchase of poppies for securing 
on railings in the future. 

 Action: Clerk 
7.1.4 Planning Committee proposal – In view of the time lapse between Parish Council 

meetings discussion ensued regarding setting up a planning committee, with full 
committee terms of reference, to enable comments to be submitted in a timely 
fashion for all planning applications.  The meetings would be held on a 3 weekly 
basis.  It was agreed a decision will be made at the December Parish Council 
meeting.  The Clerk will circulate a suggested schedule of dates and terms of 
reference. 

   Action: Clerk  
7.1.5 Full Council meetings proposal – In view of the suggestion that a Planning 

Committee be set up it was further discussed to reduce the Full Council meetings 
to bi-monthly.  A decision on this will be made at the December Parish Council 
meeting.  A schedule of dates will be circulated. 

 Action: Clerk 
7.1.6 Website – The Clerk is meeting with web designer company CTM.  A revised 

quote will be sought as it is anticipated that regular support and maintenance 

http://e-access.tandridge.gov.uk/planning/aup/asp
http://e-access.tandridge.gov.uk/planning/aup/asp


will not be required as the Clerk is au fait with the Wordpress setup.  Cllr Gaffney 
expressed concern that CTM is the most expensive quote received however it is 
expected that this will reduce following a meeting and discussion with the 
company. 

7.1.7 2018 budget meeting -  It was agreed the budget meeting will be on held on 
Monday 27th November  commencing at 7pm 

7.1.8 Roundabout update – The Clerk reported that a brief will be circulated when 
received following the return of the relevant SCC employee from leave.   

 It was agreed that the Clerk would seek assurance that should the Masterplan 
remove the roundabout that the Parish Council would have its expenditure 
reimbursed. 

 Action: Clerk  
7.1.9 CIL proposals – It was agreed the Clerk will circulate a list of possible projects to 

the Councillors prior to seeking residents views via the Parish Facebook page. 
Action: Clerk 

7.1.10 Silent Soldier siting – It was suggested that the Silent Soldiers could be sited on 
the planter crossing in Station Approach between Waitrose and Church Walk 
with a second one being sited at East Surrey Museum.   The final decision will be 
made at the December Parish Council meeting.     

 

Part 2 for information and to be confirmed 
 

  25th November  CHRISTMAS MARKET AND LIGHTS SWITCH ON 
  13th December  Parish Council Meeting – Caterham Valley Library  
          

7.2 Chairman’s Report – The Chairman attended the SSALC AGM on 12th October;  
16th October - Steering Group Meeting; 17th October - Meeting with  the new 
Councillor; 28th October - Lantern repairs at Soper Hall and 2nd November - Safe Drive 
Stay Alive event at Dorking Halls.  
The Chairman has been contacted by a resident regarding parking in Colburn Avenue 
and she has passed this to the Clerk for action. 

 

 7.3 Parish Councillors’ Reports –  
Cllr Peter Roberts  has been in contact with TDC regarding the buses in relation to the 
Christmas market;  has addressed issues with the parking near the Croydon Road 
Garages; has raised concerns pertaining to rubbish being dumped; met with the new 
councillor.  Cllr Roberts has also received an enquiry from a local choir wishing to sing 
at the Christmas market and has passed the Clerks details to the choir leader. 
Cllr. Nicole Morrigan  attended the Caterham Town Centre Masterplan meeting on 1st 
November, met with the Chairman on 31st October; met with Cllr Gaffney regarding 
clarification of all the local groups.   Cllr Morrigan has been in communication with the 
headmaster of Caterham School regarding the forest clearing.  The Clerk will email the 
headmaster. 
Cllr Jenny Gaffney - Tuesday 31st October met with Cllr Morrigan to give a brief 
synopsis of all of the current Plans (Local Plan, Neighbourhood Plan etc) that are 
currently being put forward in Caterham.   Wednesday 1st November – attended the 
Caterham Town Working Group meeting at Soper Hall which gave an update on the 
Masterplan.  Cllr Gaffney again expressed concerns about the parking allocation in the 
town and for all the new developments that are being built.  An updated Masterplan will 
be open to consultation soon and she will review this then.   Cllr Gaffney has been  
contacted by a resident in Harestone regarding a tree issue which has been referred to 
Cllr Connelly.  Cllr Gaffney has also spoken to a resident in Harestone regarding parking 
issues they have and this has been passed to Cllr Lee. 

 

8. Finance 
 8.1 Payment of Accounts 

The following cheques are to be approved and signed at the meeting 
  

 New Ink Printing Company Newsletter and Road Closure signs  £  779.00 
 SSALC    Conference attendance x 2   £     72.00 
 Caterham Independent Newsletter distribution   £  111.00 



 Caterham Independent Christmas flyer distribution (Valley & Hill) £  273.00 
 Gillett & Johnston  Annual service of clock   £  318.00 
 Royal British Legion Poppy  Poppy wreaths x 2    £    60.00 
 M Gibbins   Clerk Salary & Office    £  840.23 
 M Gibbins   Clerks expenses    £    73.36 
  
 8.2 Review of Expenditure  (October 2017) 
 

Meeting closed at 2110  
 
Part 2 item – closed to the public and press 
  
 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS CAN BE VIEWED ON THE CATERHAM VALLEY PARISH 
COUNCIL WEBSITE.  WWW.CATERHAMVALLEYPC.ORG.UK 

http://www.caterhamvalleypc.org.uk/

